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I knew Aittelmo. He was shrewd aod pradent, 

'Wisdom and cmmiiig had their shares of him ; 

Bot he was shrewish as a wayward child. 

And pleased again by toys which childhood please i 

A»— book of fiables graced with print of wood. 

Or eM the jingliDf; of a rusty medal. 

Or the rare melody of some old ditty. 

That first was' song to please King Pepin's cnkile. 
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CHAPTER L 

Who is he ?>-^Oiie flitt for dw lack of Ittid 
Shall fight upon the waHeiwhe hath>chaUeiiged 
Formerly the grand whale $ and by his titles 
Of Leviathan^ Behemoth, and so forth. 
He tilted #ith a sword'fi tft - Many, svv 
Th' aquatic had the beatp— the argument 
Still galls our champion's breeolu 

Old Play. 

<' Airp the poor young fellow^ Stamie 
MttckJebacket^ b to be buried thia mora- 
ing/' said our old friend the Antiquary, as 
ht exchauged his quHted night-gown for 
nan old^fashioofid black coat in lieu of that 
(8iuiff*o<dottr6d'veitineBt ^hieh he ordma- 
tily wore, ^ and, I presime, it is expected 
HMt I ^MMiLd attend the f uoeral ?'' 
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4 THE ANTI^QUAKY« 

^^ Ou aye,** answered the faithful Caxon, 
officiously brushing the white threads and 
specks from his patron's habit ; ** the 
body, God help us, was sae broken against 
the rocks that they're fain to hurry the 
burial. The sea's a kittle cast, as I tell 
my daughter, pnir thing, when I want her 
to get up. her spirits — the sea, says I, 
Jenny, is as uncertain a calling" 

** As the calling of an old periwig-ma- 
ker, that's robbed of his business by crops 
and the powder-tax. Caxon, thy topics 
of consolation are as ill chosen as they are 
foreign to the present purpose. Quid mihi 
cumfcernina? What have I to do with thy 
womankind, who have enough and to 
.spare of mine own? — I pray of you again^ 
am I expected by these poor people to at* 
tend the funeral of their son ?*' 

" O, doubtless, your honour is expect* 

cd,". answered Caxon ; " wecl I wot ye 

are expected. Ye ken in this country ilka 

.gentleman is wussed to be sae civil as to 

see the corpse aff his grounds--- Ye need-* 

6 
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THE ANTIQUARY. 5 

na gang higher than the loan-head— iff 
no expected ypuf honour suld leave the 
land — it's just a Kelso convoy, a step and 
a half over the door-stane.** 

" A Kelso convoy !*' echoed the inqui- 
sitive Antiquary ; ** and why a Kelso con* 
voy more than any other?" 

*' Dear sir," answered Caxon, " how 
should I ken ? it's just a bye-word." 

" Caxon/' answered Oldbuck, " thou 
art a mere periwig*maker — Had I asked 
Ochiltree the question, he would have had 
a legend ready made to my hand." 

** My business," replied Caxon, with 
snore animation than he commonly dis- 
played, ** is with the outside of your ho* 
notifs head, as ye are accustomed to say/* 

** Trufe, Caxon, true; and it is no re- 
proach to a thatcher that he is not an up- 
holsterer." 

He then took out his memorandiim« 
book and wrote down, " Kelso copvoy — 
said to be a step and a half ower the 
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threshold. Authority— Caxon. Qpare^ 
Whence derived ? Man. To write ta D# 
Graysteel upoti the stibjecf 

Having made this entry, he rescrmed^ 
" And tru4y, as ta this custom of iheland- 
lord attending the body of the peasant, I 
approve it, Caxon. It com^s from anci* 
etit times, and was fotmded deep in the 
notions of mrutaal aid and dependeneis he^ 
tween the lord and cultivator of the soil. 
And herein I must say, th« feudal systent 
(as also in its courtesy towards woman* 
kind in which it exceeded)-*-herein, I say, 
the feudal usages mitigated and softened 
(he sternness of classical times. No man^ 
Caxon, ever heard of a Spartan attend^ 
ing the funeral of a Helot — ^yet I' dare be 
sworn, that John of the Girnell-^ye have 
heard of him, Caxon?" 

" Aye, aye, sir," answered Caxon y 
'* naebody can hae been lang in your ho- 
nour's company without hearing of that 
gentteman/' 

y Well," continued the Antiquary, ^' I 
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THE A}i7lQVAKTw 7 

would bet a' tri^ there was not a, kajb 
kert, or bondsman^ of pcasaot^ mcriftm 
gleb^y died upon the monies' territories 
down here, but John of the GirnelT saw 
them fairly and decently interred.* 

" Aye, but if it like yoilr honour^ they 
say he had mair to do wi* the births than 
\\^ burials^ Hat ha 1 hftT with a glee- 
ful chiKxkte* 

" Good, Gascon ! very good ! why, yon 
fihide this mormag^'' 

^' And besides,'* added Caxon, slily, eii«* 
Coisraged bgr his patron'^s apptobaftion^ 
^' they say too that the Catholic priesta 
m thae times gat something for ganging 
i^^t to burials." 

" Bight, Caxon, right as a glove— by 
the bye, I fancy thit phrase conies from 
the custom of pledging a glove as the.sig- 
iAl of iirirfragable faith—right, I say, as 
my glove, Caxon— but we of the Protest- 
ant ascendancy have the more merit in 
domg that duty for nothing which cost 
inoney in the ceign of that empress of su* 
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8 THE ANTiaUAEF. 

perstition, whom Spenser, Caxon, terms/ 

in his allegorical phrase, 

• ' *■ • 

' The daughter of that woman blind, 

Abessa, daughter of Corecca slow—--^ 

But why talk I of these things to theie ? 
— my poor Lovel has spoiled me, and 
taught me to speak aloud when it is much 
the same as speaking to myselfr— where's 
my nephew, Hector Mlntyre ?" 

'' He's m the parlour, sir, with the led-^ 
dies.'' 

« Very well,'* said the Antiquary, " I 
will betake me thither." 

" Now, Monkbarns," said bis sister, on 
his entering the parlotir, " ye manna be 
angry.** 

" My dear uncle !" began Miss M'Itt« 
tyre. 

** What's the meaning of all this ?" said 
Oldbuck, in alarm of some impending bad 
news, and arguing tipon the supplicating 
tone of the ladies, as a fortress apprehends 
an attack from the very first flourish of 
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TH^ ANTIQUARY. V 

the truinpet which announces the sum^ 
mon^;— " What's all this? What do you 
bespeak my patience for ?'' 
. '' No particular matter I should hope, 
sir/' said Hector^ who, with his arm in a 
sling, was seated at the breakfast-table ; 
** however, whatever it may amount to \ 
am answerable for it, as I am for much 
more trouble that I have occasioned, and 
for which J have little more than thanks 
to offer/' 

'* No, no! heartily welcome,, heartily 
welcome — only let it be a warning to 
you," said the Antiquary, ** against your 
fits of anger, which is a short madness — 
Ira furor brevis — ^butwhat is the new dis« 
aster ?"* 

** My dog, sir, has unfortunately thrown 
down"— — 

^^ If it please Heaven, not the lachry« 
matory from Clochnaben I" interjected 
Oldbuck. 

" Indeed, uncle,'' said the young lady, 
^ I am afraid — it was that which stood 
a2 
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10 *rH» Airxro^AHr. 

trpoA the sideboard— the poor things only 
meant to eat the pat of fresh butter*** 

''In which she has folly sttcceedeil^ I 
presume, fori see that oi» the table Is- sdlt- 
td. But that is DO thingamy laetiry ma tofy^ 
the main pillar of my theory^ o» which I 
fested to sbeur, in despite of the igflotatft 
obstinacy of Mac-Cribb, that tbe Romans 
bad passed the defiles of these mouiitaiiisi 
and left behind them traces of their arts 
and arms, is gone— annihilated— redafeed 
to such fragments as might be the shred^ 
of a broken — flowerpot ! 



Hector, I love thee, 



But never more be officer of mioe." 

" Why, really, sir, I am afraid I shonkl 
rtiake abad figwe in a regiment of your 
raising/* 

- "At least, Hector, I wooldi.hafve you 
dispatch your camp traiiiy and travel^a^ 
peditus, or relictis impedimenfts. You can- 
not conceive bow I am at>»oyed by this 
Ueast*-She commits burglary 1 b^lieve^ for 
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THE AKTIQVAir* IX 

I heard her charged' with breakiog into 
the kitchen after all the doors were lockied; 
and eating up a shoulder of matton.** — 
(Our readers, if they chance to remember 
Jeffny Rintheroiit's precauticm of teaTitig 
the door open when she went ddwir to 
the fisber^s cottage, will probably acquit 
poor Juno of that aggravation of gfttilt 
which the lawyers call a chusirum fiegit^ 
and which makes the; drstdnce between 
burglary and privately stealing.)' 

" I am truly sorry, sir," said Hector, 
^ tliat Jorao has conrniitted io mueh dis* 
order; but Jafck Mniriiead^ the breaker, 
was never able to^ bring her under com* 
mfttid. She has mora travel than any bitch 
I ever knew, but" — =- 

'* Then-, Hector, I wish the biteb would 
travel herself out of ray grounds.** 

" We will both of us retreat to-morrow, 
or to day, but I would not willingly part 
from my mother's brother in unklndnestf 
about a paltry pipkin-" 

" O brotherj brotJjer !'* ejaculated M»sj 
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J 51 ^HE ANTIQUARY* 

M'Intyrc, in utter deapair at this vitu^e^ 
rative epithcU 

" Why^ what would you have me call 
it?** continued Hector ; ^' it was just such 
a thing as they use in Egypt to cool wine^ 
or sherbet, or water— I brought home a 
pair of them— I might have brought home 
twenty/' 

'* What r said Oldbuck, « shaped such 
as that your dog threw down ?" 

" Yes, sir, much such a sort of earthen jar 
as that which was on the sideboard. They 
are in my lodgings at Fairport ; we brought 
a parcel of them to cool our wine on the 
passage^they answer wonderfully well — 
if I could think they would in any degree 
repay your loss, or rather that they could 
afford you pleiasure, I am sure I should be 
much honoured by your accepting them/* 

" Indeed, my dear boy, I should be 
highly gratified by possessing them« To 
trace the connection of nations by their 
usages, and the similarity of the invple- 
ments which they employ, has been long 
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my favourite study. Every thing that ciia 
illustrate such connections is roost valua* 
ble tome»" 

" Well, sir, I shall be much gratified by 
your acceptance of them, and a few trifles 
of the same kind.— And now^ am I to hope 
you have forgiven me ?** 

" 0,:my dear boy, you are only thought* 
less and foolish." 

*^ But Juno— she is only thoughtless too^ 
I assure you — the breaker tells me she 
has no vice or stubbornness." 

^' Well, I grant Juno also a free pardon 
— conditioned^ that you will imitate her 
in avoiding vice and stubbornness, and 
that henceforward she banish herself forth 
of Monkbarns' parlour." 

« Then, uncle," said the soldier, '' I 
should have been very sorry and ashamed 
to propose to you any thing in the way of 
expiation of my own sins, or those of my 
follower, that I thought worth your ac« 
ceptance; but now^ as all is forgiven; will 
you permit the orphan-nephew to whom, 
you have been a father, to offer you a 
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14 THI& A^KTKUTAUT. 

trifle, which I faame been- aisorcdiis rt aUjr 
eurwQs^ and wht«bofil7f thecvMsraedibent 
of my wound has prevented my deiit^ring 
to you btffCKre^ I got it ftotn. a Eren^h Sa- 
t^Mt t6 whom i rendered soofissemce df^ 
ter tbe^ Akosandria aifi^.'' 

The captain put a tftnail rhig-caae into 
the AM^qmry^^ hands, irbiiKhi whenopen- 
edy was found to contain am a»tfqo€ ring 
of massive gold, with^a cameo; most beau- 
tifttlly eMcutCid/ bearing a h^ad df Cteo^ 
patra. The Aatiqoavy broke forth intd 
iinF6pf!eii»ed eoslaoy, shook his nephew 
cordialty by the band; thanked him an 
bundred tim«e, and shewed the ring to bis 
sister and^ nieee, the latteir of whom had 
the tact to give it suftcient admiratton; 
but Misi OfFselda (though she had the 
same a^Section for her' nephew) had not 
address enough to folk>W' the lead; 

*^ It'i a bonoy thing,*' she said, **^ Monk- 
barns, and^ I dj^re say, a vatuabte—bu^t it^s 
outV my way-^ye ken I am nae judg* cf^ 
sic matters/' 

** There i?pok« aU Fairport in one voice V* 
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3-HE AirTIQ0ABSr« \S 

toelainsed Oldbndc ; 'Mt is the very spirit 
oftbe borough faa^iafeeted 09 all; I think 
I-fasre sQieUedithe smoke ihese tvro ckySf 
that the wind has stocky like a tvin^yVi, in 
the iiortkKeast«^--and its prejuidfoeis fly foiv 
tbcr than; its vapot|M. Believe me, my 
dear Hectov^ were I» to walk lip the liigh« 
sftreet of %F«iirpor^ dtsplayi«y|f • this itiesti* 
]habl0 gem.in the eyes: ^tadfome I met; 
no hurnan^reatvre^ from Ike ptovos^t to 
th« town^crier^ wotitd stop to ask me ita 
history. But if I carried dbikte of linei^ 
clbtb nnd&r my arm, I could aof penetrate 
to the Horse-Market ere I would be over- 
whelmed with queries about its precise 
texture and price. O, one might parody 
their brutal ighorahce in the words of 
Gray : 

« W^ttve^he waip Sad yrtamAht w}Cf, 
Th<i windiog-abeet of wit and ^eiue, 

Dull garment of defensive proof 

'Gainst ail that doth not gather pence." 

The most.reiMrkable' proof t>f tbi& peiaee- 
5 
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16 THE antiquary; 

offering being fully acceptable, was, that 
while the Antiquary was in full declama* 
tibn, Junp, who held him in awe, accord- 
ing to the remarkable instinct by which 
dogs instantly discover those who like or 
dislike them, had peeped several times in- 
to the room, and, encountering nothing 
very forbidding in his aspect, had at length 
presumed to introduce her full person, and 
finally, becoming bold by impunity, she 
actually ate up Mr Oldbuck's toast, as, 
looking first at one, then at another of 
his audience^ he repeated with self-com- 
placence; 

" Weave the warp and weave the woof,**—— 

*' You remember the passage in the Fatal 
Sisters, which, by the way, is not so fine 
as in the original — ■• — But, hey-day ! my 
toast has vanished ! — I see which way — 
Ah, thou type of womankind, no wonder 
they take offence at thy generic appella- 
tion !" — (So saying, he shook his fist at 
Juno, who scoured out of the parlour.)-^ 
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THE AyxiauART. 17 

'^ However, as Jupiter, according to Ho- 
mer, could not rule Juuo in Heaven, and 
as Jack Muirhead, according to Hector 
M'lotyre, has been equally uoBuccessful 
on earth, I suppose she must have her 
own way." And this mild censure the 
brother and sister justly accounted a full 
pardon for Juno's offences, and sate dowa 
well pleased to the morning meal. 

When breakfast was over, the Antiqua- 
ry proposed to his nephew to go down with 
him to attend the funeral The soldier 
pleaded the want of a mourning habit. 

" O that does not signify — your pre- 
sence is all that is requisite^ I assure 
you, you will sec something that will en- 
tertain — no, that's an imprc/per phrase — 
but that will interest you, fntm the resem- 
blances which I will point out betwixt 
popular customs on such occasions and 
those of the ancients." 

" Heaven forgive me T thought M*In-^ 
tyre ; " I shall certainly misbehave, and 
lose all the credit I have so lately and ac** 
eidentally gainedt" 
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18 THS Aim^VARYw 

When tbfy set out, schooled m be was 
b^ the wartiitig and entr^tifng looks of 
hie sHteri the sx)ldier made hi# re$C}iu\\an 
staaong to give bo offence by evhictfag'in^ 
attention or impatience. But our best re«« 
firfutioas^ are frail, when opposed to out 
p^deminaiit i-Mltnations^ Our Atitrqua^ 
yy, to leave n^lhmg imexfplafaed, had 
commenced witi^ the fttneral yites of the 
ancient ScaBdiBaviaa», wbea his nephe\r 
interrupted fcim in a discussion tipon the 
*^ age of bills>" to remark, that a large 
sea^goll^ which fiit ted arouvd thefSi bati 
come twice withitv shot. This errbr being 
Mkoowledged avid pardoned, Oldbuck re^ 
sumed his dJsquisittoiK 

" Tbe«e are circtim»tat>oe$ you' onj^ht ta 
attend to and be familiar with^ my deaf 
Hector; for^ ib the strange contingenetes 
of the frt^se»t war which agitates er«ry 
corner of Eurppe, there is no kimwing 
where yon may be catted upon to serve. 
If kicNoYway^ for e»Qnvp\e, or Denmark^ 
or any |>d>r t o^ the aiici^ t Seaniay or ScaE« 
dinavia, as we texm itj whatcottM^be Riore 
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THE MVTnV/Ltir. 19 

ccmvement than to kaiire at ]raur fiogers* 
ettflb' tiie history and antv^tties of that 
ancie&t coirvtFy, the ofiicvw gentiimi the 
motbcr of niodiern fiarope^ the Burserjr of 
those heroes^ 

Stern to reaolve, and stubborn to endor^ 
Who smiled in death f ...... 

How animating, for example, at the cem* 
diiiion of a weary march, to find yourself 
in the vicinity of a Runic monument, and 
drscaver that you had pitched your tent 
beside the tomb of a hero I" 

"** I am afraid, sir, our mess would be 
better supplied if it chanced to be in the 
neighbourhood of a good poultry yard." 

** Ala^, that you will say so !~No won- 
der the days of Ci-essy and Agincourt are 
no mdre, when respect for ancient valour 
has died away in the breasts of the British 
soldiery." 

" By no means, sir — ^hy no manner of 
means* I dare say that Edward And Hen- 
ry, aftd the rest of these heroes, thought 
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20 THE ANTIQUARYi 

of their dinner, however, before they 
thought of examining an old tombstone. 
But I assure you, we are by no means in- 
sensible to the memory of our fathers' 
fame ; I used often of an evening to get 
old Rory M'Alpin to sing us ^ongs out of 
Ossian about the battles of Fingal and La- 
mon Mor, and Magnus and the spirit of 

Muirartach." 

" And did you believe,'* • asked the 

aroused Antiquary, " that stuff of Mac- 

pherson's to be really ancient, you simple 

boy?'' 

" Believe it ? — how could I but believe 
it, when I have heard the songs sung from 
my infancy ?" 

" But not the same as Macpherson^s 
English Ossian — you're not absurd enough 
to say that, 1 hope ?" said the Antiquary, 
his brow darkening with wrath. 

But Hector stoutly abode the storm ; 
like many a sturdy Celt, he imagined the 
honour of his country and native language 
connected with the authenticity of these 
popular poemS| and wpuld have fought 
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THE ANTIQUART. SI 

knee*deep, or forfeited life and land, ra* 
ther than have given up a line of them* 
He therefore undauntedly maintained that 
Rory M'Alpin could repeat the whole 
book from one end to another ; and it was 
only upon cross-examination thttt he ex- 
plained an assertion so^ general, by add- 
ing,' ** At least, if he was allowed whiskey 
enough, he could repeat as long as any 
body would hearken to him." ' 

" Aye, aye," said the Antiquary ; " and 
tliat, I suppose, was not very long." 

'^ Why, we had our duty, sir, to attend 
^to, and could not sit listening alt night to 
a piper,** 

** But do you recollect now,** said Old- 
buck, setting his teeth firmly together^ 
and speaking without opening them, which 
was his custom when contradicted—" Do 
-you recollect, now, any of these verses you 
thought so beautiful and interesting--^bc- 
dng a capital judge, no doubt, of such 
jthings ?** 

" I don't pretend to much Qkill, uncle ; 
fmt it> not v^ry reasonable to be angry 
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9j2 9HB A^Ti<lU4^7. 

With me for adjflfiu'mg Ihe antiqaifticfi 0f 
my own country inofe than thme of tJl» 
Harolds, Harli{^giiptf> ftod (Uacm you are so 
fomiof." 

" Whyt the9e» aki-^theae mighty mai uo* 
3Q0ii<|iiei^ <jrPt2ia9^-^wwe your aocestora! 
The bar^l^eeched Celts whom they aab- 
4iied> and aaffered only to exists like a 
fearful feople, in tfaecrevioes eftbe t ocka^ 
were but theur Mancipia ffl^i Serfs i" 

Hector's brow new.gretv red inius turn. 
^' Sir, I don't n^ndieratand (he meaning of 
l^ani^ptii jind Seris^ font I oonceive such 
A^m» ane very improperly aj^lied to 
Scotch Highlanders. No man but my mo 
thet'a brother dat^ to have used such 
imgtt^ge in my i>reseBoe ; and I pray you 
wii) obaecvei tbat I ce«iaider it as neither 
tmspUabte^ iBAadsofte^ kiadi roer generous 
uaage tomud» your i^est and your ki«i». 
nsan. My 'aAcestom, his 01dbuGk"««'«'~- 

^^ Were ^reikt and j^iUant chte£i, I dare 
say, Hector; and I did not really mean to 
^Ve yom «ieh immenaeiMffirace intreating 
ft pomt of remote mtiqmtyf %jsubjectiOft 
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vbkh I alvayt am myself cool, deliberate, 
sod uaimpa^skmed. But you ane liot and 
basty, a9 if you weM. Hector and Aofaiikfl, 
and Agamimmon to boot." 

i[ I am Mfiy I expreaaed insyaelf to Itas*^ 
%, UAci^ eipectaUy to you, who ha^e 
Ilea 80 generaiia and {p)od«**But my an- 
certofs* '— 

** N^ im^e abovst it/]ad ; I meast tttem 
nd af&eii£<^M»e." 

^' I am gUd saf it, air ^ for tbe iieuse of 

'' ilkaoe be arith them all, every mam of 
^^m^"^ isaid ifae Aidi^airy. ^^ But to re<» 
kam .to OUT siifaject— Do you vcooUcct, I 
say, any of those poems wttu^fa^ffofded 
jfou such amusement ?'' 

" Very hard tlm,'* thought M^ntyre, 
'^ that he wilt sp^ak with aucb glee of 
every thing which is ancient,. excie|>ting 
my familju"-^Ttii»»4. after foaie «ffoirf8 at 
recollection, he added aloud, '^ Yes, sir^-— 
I timk I 4o: BMuandbsr *as»e lines ; hut 
jtw Ai Mil; iiUflf tttani the^Oa^a" 
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<* And will readily excuse hearing it. 
But y(5u cait give me some idea of the 
sense in our own vernacular idiom ?'* . 

** i shail prove a wretched interpreter,"* 
sairf M'Intyre, running over the original, 
welt garnished with aghes^ aughsi ^tid 
mighs^. ^itid. similar gutturals, and then 
coughing and hawking as if the transla- 
tion stuck in his throat At length, ha- 
ving premised that the poem was a dia* 
logue between the poet Oisin, or Ossian, 
and Patrick^ the tutelar Saint of Ireland, 
and that it was difficulty if not impossible, 
to render the exquisite felicity of the first 
two or three lines, he said the sense was 
to this purpose : 

^^ Patrick ihe psalinrsinger, 

'Since you will not listen to one of my stories. 

Though you never heard it before, 

1 am sorry to tell you ' ^ 

You are little better than an ass.*'— — 

^ Good ! good 1'" exclaimed the Antiqua- 
ry,N " but go on. Why, this is, after all, the 



d by Google 



THE AKTIQUART. 25 

most admirable foolitig — I dare say the 
poet was very right. What says the 
Saint?^' 

" He replies in character," said M'la- 
tyre; ^* but you should hear M^Alpin sing 
the oYigioaL The speeches of Ossian come 
in upon a strong deep bass^lhose of Pa* 
trick are upon a tenor key." 

** Like M'Alpin's drone and smali pipes^ 
I suppose/' said Oldbuck. " Pray, go on.*' 

" Well then, Patrick replies to Ossian : 

** Upon my word/sonof Fingal, 
While I am warbliDg the psalms. 
The clamour of y'our old women's tales 
Disturbs my devotional exercises." 

*' Excellent!-^ why, this is better and 
better. I hope Saint Patrick sung better 
than Blattergowrs precentor, or it would 
be hang^choice between the poet and the 
psalmist, fiut what I admire is the court* 
esy of these two eminent persons towards 
each other. It is a pity there should not 

VOL. III. B 
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be a word of this in Macpherson^a transla** 
tion.'' 

" If you are sure of that/' said M*In- 
tyre, gravely, *' he miist have taken very 
unwarrantable liberties with his originaK" 

" It will go near to be thought so short* 
ly— but pray proceed/' 

•' Then/' said JVllntyre, " this is the an^ 
swer of Ossian : 

• '< Dare you compare your psalms, 
Yousonofa"— — ** 

" Spn of a what !" exclaimed Oldbuck* 
«Mt means, I think,** said the young 

soldier, with some reluctance, '* son of a 

female dog>: 

** Do you compare your psalms 

To the tales of the bare-arm'd Fenians f^ 

** Are you sure you are translating that 
last epithet correctly. Hector ?'' 

** Quite sure, sir,*' answered Hector, 
doggedly. 

'* Because I should have thought the 
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nudity might hare been quoted as exist- 
ing in a different part of the body,'' 

Disdaining to reply to this insinuation. 
Hector proceeded in his recitation : 

<< I stall think it 90 gfeatharm 

To wring your bald head ftom your shculderg. 

" But what is that yonder ?" said Hec- 
tor^ interrupting himself. 
' " One of the herd of Proteus," said the * 
Antiquary — " a Phoca^ or seal, lying asleep 
<m the beach.** 

Upon which Mlntyre, with the eager- 
ness of a young sportsman, totally forgot 
both Ossian, Patrick, his uncle^ and his 
wound, and, exclaiming ^* I shall have 
him ! I shall have him !^' snatched the 
walking-stick out of the hand of the as- 
tonished Antiquary, at some risk of throw- 
ing him down, and set off at full speed to 
get between the animal and the sea, to 
which element, having caught the alarm, 
she was rapidly retreating. 

Not Sancho, when his master interrupt- 
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ed his account of the combatants of Pen- 
tapolin with the naked arm/ to advance in 
person to the charge of the flock of sheeip^ 
stood naore confounded than Oldbuck at 
this sudden escapade of his nephew. 

" Is the devil in him,'' was his first ex- 
clamation, " to go to disturb the brute 
that was never thinking of him !" — ^Then 
elevating his voice, ** Hector — nephew-^- 
fool — let alone the Phoca — let alone the 
Phoca—thty bite, I tell you, like furies. — 
He minds me no more than a post — there 
— there they are at it — Gad, the Phoca 
has the best of it. I am glad to see it," said 
he, in the bitterness of his heart, though 
realty alarmed for his nephew's safety ; 
'' I am glad to see it, with all my heart 
and spirit/*, 

In truth, the seal, finding her retreat in- . 
tercepted by the light-footed soldier, con- 
fronted him manfully, and having sustain- 
ed a^ heavy blow without injury, she knit- 
ted her brows, as is the fashion of the ani- . 
^lal \yhen incensed, and making use at 
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once of her fore paws and her unwieldy 
strength^ wrenched the weapon out of the 
assailant's hand, overturned him on the 
sands, and scuttled away into the sea with- 
out doing him any farther injury. Captain 
M'Intyre, a good deal out of countenance 
at the issue of hi$ exploit, just rose in time 
to receive the ironical congratulations of 
his nuclei upon a single combat, worthy 
to be commemorated by Ossian himself, 
" since/* said the Antiquary, " your mag« 
nanimous opponent hath fled, though not 
upon eagle's wings, from the foe that was 

low Egad, she wallopped away with all 

the grace of triumph-^^nd has carried my 
stick off also, by way of spolia opimaj'* 

M'Intyre had little to answer for him* 
self, except that a Highlander could ne- 
ver pass a deer, a seal, or a salmon, where 
there was a possibility of having a trial of 
skill with them, and that he had forgot 
one of his arms was iti a sling. He also 
made his fall an apology fot returning 
back to Monkbarns, and thus escaped the 
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farther raillery of bb uncle, as well as his 
lamentations for his w^alkii^g^Atiek. 

'^ I cut it,'' lie said, /' in the classic 
woods of Hawthornden, when I did not 
expect always to Jxare been a bachelor — 
I would not have given dtibr an ooew of 
seals — O, Hector, Hector !— thy namesake 
was born to be the prop of Troy, and thou 
to be the plagi^e of Monkbaras V* 
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CHAOTER II. 

Their tears are luke-warm brine ;— from our old eyes 
Sorrow foils down like hail-drops of the Northy 
Chilliiig'the furrows of our Nrither'd cheeks^ 
Cold as our Aopesy 'and harden^ as dor feelings 
Tbeln, tli the^ ftiU, sirfkiiightless— oCirs xeooil. 
Heap the fair plain, Aod bleaken all before us. 

OldPUy. 

The Antiquary, being now alone, has- 
tened his pace, which had been retarded 
by these various dtscnssftona, and the ren- 
contre which had closed them> and soon 
arrived before the half-^dozen cottages at 
Mussel-crag. They now had, in addt- 
tioU to their usual squalid and Ancom- 
fottable appearance, the mehmcboly attri- 
buties of the hdose of modirning. The 
boats were all drawn ^p on the beach ; 
and) though the day was fine, and the sek- 
aon favourable, the chaunt, which is nsied 
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by the fishers when at sea, was silent, as 
well as the prattle of the children, and the 
shrill song of the mother, a&she sits mend- 
ing her nets by the door* A few of the 
neighbours, some in their antique and well- 
saved auits of black, others in their ordi- 
nary clothes, but all bearing an expres* 
sion of mournful sympathy with distress 
so sudden and unexpected, stood gathered 
around the door of Mucklebacket's cot- 
tage, waiting till " the body was lifted/' 
As the Laird of Monkbarns approached, 
they made way for him to enter, doffing 
their hats and bonnets as he passed, wil^h 
an air of melancholy courtesy, and be re- 
turned their salutes in the same manner. 

In the inside of the cottage was a scene, 
which our Wilkie alone could have painted, 
with that exquisite feeling of nature that 
characterizes his enchanting productions. 

The body was laid in its coffin within 
the wooden bedstead which the young 
fisher had occupied while alive. At a litUe 
distance stood the father, whos€ mgged 
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weather*beaten countenance^ shaded by 
•bis^griazled hair, had faced many a stormy 
mght land night-like da^« He was appa^ 
rently revolving his loss in his mind with 
that strong feeling of painful grief, pecu- 
liar to harsh and rough characters, which 
almost breaks forth into hatred against 
the world, and all that remains in it, after 
the beloved object is withdrawn. The old 
man had niade the most desperate efforts 
to save his son, and had only been wtth^ 
held by main force from renewing them 
at a moment, when, without the possibili- 
ty of assisting the sufferer, he must him- 
self have perished. All this apparently was 
boiling in his recollection. His glance was 
directed sidelong towards the coffin, as to 
an ofa^ct on whicb be. could not stedfastly 
look, and yet from< which he could not 
withdraw bis eyesv His answers to the 
necessary questions which were occasion* 
ally put to him, were brief, harsh, and 
almost fierce. His family had not yet 
dared to address to him a word, either of < 
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B^mpdthjr or cooralaiieii. Hit tnafltufin^ 
wife^ vkago as she waa; and feiba*ltite tais* 
tress of ihe'faroily» ,as she jttstfly boastad 
herself on all ordinary bccaaions, wafs, bgr 
this igreat loss, terrified italb arlesoe asLd 
stihmissioo, and oom4>ell€d to hide from 
her husband's observation the dbursts nf 
her female sorrow. As he had xgeeted 
food ever since the disaster had happened, 
not daring herself to approach him, she 
had that morning, \irith affectionate arti- 
Bce, employed the youngest and favourite 
ehild to present hier husband with some 
nourishment His first action was to push 
it from him with an angry violence, that 
frigjitened the child ; his next, to snatcb 
up the boy and devour him with kisses. 
^* Ye'U be a bra' faUdw an ye be sparei^ 
Patie,— but yell never— never can be— 
what he was to me !— He has sailed the 
coble wi^ me since he was ten years auidi 
and there wasna the like o' htm drew a net 
betwixt this and Buchan-nesi^>^Th^y nay 
folks n^aun submit— I shall try^" 
4 
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And be bud been sileat fvom tbtftttiift- 
ment until coAei|»«Ued tia answer tAv^tftcek^ 
iary iluesticmft we have already ndtibed, 
S^oh was ibe discoMolatte ^Ute of 4be^fil- 
ther. 

Iti another corti«r of 'tbfe tottttagfte, bWr 
face c<>*^rerfed by hl*r Aprbtt, '\»^iWi 4f^^ 
*9un.g 6ver it, «at the mMbcfrj • the *«atu¥e 
of her gWef Sufficiently ihdteatiett, bythfe 
wringingof bet hah*5, a-ndthfe cofe^tfbrve 
agJhitiota bf tbe boibm which ttie febi^ri. 
^feg tJDtfld i>bt coticelil. Two of fiet i^os- 
sips/ttfficio^tfeiy Wbtepefittg into htr eifrtbe 
commbn-place *t^i>ic o^ re^Jghdticii ^titiatil: 
irremediable rinlifdrtltn'e, sreienred \ks if '(htf^ 
were endeavouting to stun the^grid'Wbidh 
Ibey coiild not cbnsole. 

The sorrow of tile childteh Was *rttfglfed 
with wonder at the prepafrdtiotis thfey be- 
held around them, and at th^e unu^u'al dts« 
play of wheateh bread ^nd ^Wlne, ^hleh 
the poorest peasant, dr fishfer, ofiVrs'to the 
guests on Ibese mbUriiftrl ^edarsiWhs ; "^nd 
thus their grief for their brother's death 
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was almost already lost in adrairatioa of 
the splendour of his funeral. 

But the figure of the old gran^moth^ 
was the most remarkable of the sorrowing 
group. Seated on her accustomed chair^ 
with her usual air of apathy, and want of 
interest in what surrounded her, she seem*- 
ed every now and then mechanically to 
resume the motion of twirling her spindle 
— then to look towards her bosom for tbp 
distafi; although both had been laid aside 
— She would then cast her eyes about as 
if surprised at missing the uaual imple^- 
ments of her industry, and appear caught 
by the black colour of the gown in w4iich 
they had dressed her, and embarrassed by 
the number of persons by whom she was 
surrounded — then, finally, she would raise 
lier bead with a ghastly look, and fix her 
eyes upon the bed which contained the 
coffin of her grandson, as if she bad at 
once, and for the first time, acquired sense 
to comprehend her inexpressible calami* 
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ty. These alteraate feelings of embar- 
rassment, wonder,, and grief, seemed to 
succeed each other more than once upon 
her torpid featnres. But she spoke not a 
word, neither had she shed a tear; nor 
did one of the family understand, either 
£rom look or expression, to what extent 
she comprehended the uncommon bustle 
around her. So she sat among the fune- 
ral assembly like a connecting link.be* 
tween the surviving mourners and the 
dead corpse which they bewailed — a be- 
ing in whom the light of existence was 
already obscured by the encroaching sha- 
dows of death. 

When CHdbuck entered this^ house of 
ixiouining, he was received by a general 
and silent inclination of the bead, and, 
according to the fashion of Scotland on 
such QQca^ions, wine and spirits and bread 
were ofjsred roieind to the guests. Els* 
peth^ as. these refreshments were present* 
ed, surprised a|id startled, the whole com* 
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|)any by mcytioning to Cbe person who bore 
them to stop I then, takitig a glass in her 
iiand, she rOfse up, and> as the shiileof do* 
tage played 4ipoh her shri%*eUed ftatureSy 
»he protibunoed with a tiollcyv arid tremu* 
lous Voice) ** Wishing a' yoor healths^ srrs^ 
Imd loften may we h&e siidi merry meet- 

All shrunk IVotn the ominciiis p)l^dge> 
and set down the un tasted liquor with a 
degree of shuddering horror, Which will 
not surprise those who know how many 
superstitions are still common on such oc« 
casions among the Scottish rulgar. Bat^ 
as the old woman tasted the liqudri she 
suddenly exclaimed with a sort of shriek, 
" What^s this ? — this h ivine— haw should 
iSicfc be wine in my 'son^^B bouse ?— Aye,** 
she continued/ with a suppressed groan^ 
" I Bftiiid the sorrowful cause now/ and, 
dropping the glass from her hand, she 
stood a moment gazing fixedly oh the bed 
in which the tof&h of Hc^r gratidsdn was 
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^lepositec^ wd then linknig gradually into 
ter aeaty she covered ber ej€s and fove- 
•liead vrith her tvitfaered and palKd hand. 

At this moment the clergyman entered 
tlie cottage. Mr fiiattergowl, though a 
dreadful proser, particnlarly 4m the subject 
^ augmentations^ localities, tienls, and 
Overtures in that sessicm of the Gewtttl 
jteaemUyi to whiob, unfortunately for hts 
auditors,^ he chanced to act as moderator, 
was nevertheless a good ouiny in the old 
Scottish presbyterian phrase, God-ward 
and m&n«>ward« No ditfne was more a^ 
tentive in visitiQg the iiidk and afflicted, 
in catechiaimg the youth, in instiHicting 
the ignoraM, ansd in reproving the erring. 
And hencci notwithstanding ipypatience of 
his ^prolixity add )>rejudiceS| personal or 
professional, Md notwithstanding, mortf- 
^ver, a oertain habitual contempt for his 
undotftanding, 'eaii-eciany on «tfiiiirs «f ge^ 
Itius and taste, on w^bich Blattergowi walk 
apt to be diffase, from his hope of onie 
dii^^bting his way to a chair of Thetorie 
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'Qr belles lettre8,^notwithstaadix]^.I eay, 
2JI the prejudices excited against bisi hf 
these circumatances, our friend. the Anti- 
quary looked with great regard and resptect 
on the said BlattergowV though I own he 
could seldom, even by bb sense of deceop 
cy and the reoionjstranpes of his woman- 
kind^.be hounded ouU as he called iU to 
hear him preach^ But he segul&rly took 
shame to himself for his absei^ce when 
Blattergowl came to Monkbarns to din^ 
ner, to which he was always invited of a 
Spnday, a mode of testifying his respex^ 
which, the proprietor probably thpught 
fully as agreeable to the clergyman, and 
rathejc more congenial to his own habits. 

To return from a digression whi^h' Q^ 
only serve to introduce the , honest cler- 
gynxan more particularly to our readers, 
Mr Blattergowl had no sooner entered the 
hut, and received the mute and melancho- 
ly salutations of the company whom it 
contained, than he edged himself towards 
the unfortunate father, a;ad seemed to en- 
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daat^our to slide ia a few words of condo* 
lence or of consolation. But the old man 
Was incapable as yet of receiving either; 
he nodded, however^ gruffly, and shook 
the clergyman's hand in acknowledgment 
of his good intentions, but was. either un- 
able or unwilling to make any verbal te- 

The nnintster next passed to the mother^ 
moving along the floor as slowly, silently, 
and gradually, as if he had been afraid that 
the ground would, like unsafe ice, break 
beaeath his feet, or that, the first echo of 
a footstep was to dissolve some magic 
spell, and plunge the hut, with all its 
inmates, into a subterranean abyss. The 
tenor of what he said to the poor woman 
could only be jjudged by hec answers,, as, 
half-stifled by sobs ilkcepressed, and by 
the covering which she still kept over her 
countenance, she faintly answered at each 
pause in his speech—-*' Yes, sir, yes ! — 
Ye're very gude — ye're very giide ! — Nae 
doubt^ nae doubt ! — It's our duty to sub- 
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2Dit I-HBurty O dear, mjr poor Sttenie, the 
pride o' my vdry heart, that was sae baod- 
some and comely, and a help to his family, 
and a comfort to us a', and a pleasure to a' 
tbatlooktton'hfm !— G il)y baitn, my biferii, 
my Imirn ! nrhat for is thou lyin^ there, a:nd 
eh'! Mrhatibr am I 'left to greet for ye V^ 

There was no contending with this bcrr^t 
of sorrow and natural affection. Oldbuck 
bad repeated reeeunse to his snufF*box to 
conceal the teal's which, de&pitebfs shrewd 
and caustic tenvper, were apt to start on 
»ueh occasions. The femate assistants 
wbimperedy the men held their b6nnete to 
their faces and spoke lapaTt with leach other. 
The clecgyman meantime addressed his 
ighostly consolation to the aged graft<diiid- 
then At£pst she listened, or seemed to 
}*sten, to )«*at be said, with the apatii^ 
ef ber usual unconsciousness* But as, in 
pressing his theme, be approached so near 
to her ear, that the sense of his words be- 
came distinctly intelligible to her, though 
vnheard by those who stood more distant. 
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her countesmce at oace assumed that 
stern and expressive cast which character- 
i^d her intervals of inteUigence. Sliedrew 
up her head aad body, shook her head ia 
a 'Otajmer that showed at least impatience, 
ifxxot'Bc^rQ^ of his conasel, and waved her 
hand slightly* but with a gesture so ex* 
pressive^ as to indicate to all who witness- 
ed it a T^arlced and <lisdain£iU rejection of 
the ghostly consolation |>roffered^ to her. 
The minister step|i«d b»ck as if repulsed, 
and, by lifting geintly and droppii^g his 
hsmd$ seemed to show at once wonder. 
Borrow, and compassion &t her dreadful 
4tBte of mind. The rest of the company 
jylBpathiae4» ^nd a stifled whiter wei^t 
ibroiigh theon to ei^ress bow much hcfr 
Asperate and determined; maniB,er in^es^- 
€ii them with awe and even h<vror# 

In the mean time the funeral, conspany 
was completed, by the arrival of o^e o>^ 
two persons who had been expected froi^ 
Fturport. The wine and spirits again cir- 
culated, and the duqib show of greeting 
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was anew interchanged; The grandamc 
a second time took a glass in her hand^ 
drank its contents, and exclaimed with a 
sort of laugh, " Ha! ha! I hae tasted wiiic 
. twice in ae day — Whan did I that before, 
think ye, cummers? — Never since*' — - — 

And the transient glow vanishing fram 
her countenance, she set the glass down, 
and sunk upon the settle from whence she 
had risen to snatch at it. 

As the general amazement subsided, Mr 
Gldbuck, whose heart bled to witness what 
he considered as the errings of the enfee- 
bled intellect struggling with the torpid 
chill of age and of sorrow, observed to the 
clergyman that it was time to proceed to 
the ceremony. The father was incapable 
of giving directions, but the nearest rela- 
tion of the fsLthWy made a sign to the car- 
penter, who in such cases goes through 
the duty of the undertaker, to proceed in 
his ofiice. The creak of the screwrnails 
presently announced that the lid of; the 
last mansion of mortaiity was^ in the act 
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of being secured above its tenant The 
last act which separates us for ever, evea 
from the mortal reliques of the person we 
assemble to mourn, has usually its effect 
upon the most iadifferent, selfish, and bard- 
hearted. With a flfpirit of contradiction, 
which we may be pardoned for esteeming 
narrow-minded, the fathers of the Scottish 
kirk rejected, even on this most solemn 
occasion, the form of an address to the Di« 
vinity, lest they should be thought to give 
countenance to the rituals of Rome or of 
England. With much better and more li- 
beral judgment, it is the present practice 
of most of the Scottish clergymen to seize 
this opportunity of offering a prayer, and 
exhortation, suitable to make an impres* 
sion upon the living, n^hile they are yet 
in the very presence of the reliques of 
him, whom they have but lately seen such - 
as they themselves, and who now is such 
as they must in their time become. But< 
this decent and praiseworthy. practice was 
not adopted at the time of which I am 
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treating^ or, at teart; Mr Hattetgowl did 
imt act upon it; and tfte ceremony pro» 
deeded witflibut any devotional exercise. 

The coffin, covered^witha pallj andsup- 
ported upoit handspikes- by ttie nearest re* 
latives, now only .waited- the fktfier to sup«- 
port IheheadjasiscustOBoary. Tlro-or three 
of these ptTilfeged persons spoke to him, 
but he only answered by shaking his^ hand 
aftd^bis head in token of reflisal. With bet* 
ter intention than judgment, the friends^ 
who consider^td this a9 an act of duty on 
the part of the livingj and of decency to- 
wards the deceased, would have proceeded 
to enforce their request, had not Oldbnck 
intetfered between the distressed father 
and his weli-meaning tormentors, and in* 
formed them, that^he himself, as landlord 
and master to the deceased, " would carry 
Ms head to the grave. ' , In spite of the 
sorrowiut occasion, the hearts of the rela« 
tives swelled within them at so marked a 
distinction on the part of the Laird ; and 
old Ailison Breck, who was present amoog 



d by Google 



THcB. AVmUOAWik 47 

oUlel^ fiih-^iroinei^ swtme nhaoMt akmd^ 
" Hii honour Moftkiufm; abonld aever 
w»i£t( sax w^p: ofr oysters^ ia* the seaiop) 
(of wfaicb fish he wa» understood to be 
fond,) if she should gang to sea>aDd d^redge 
fafthenv h««sc>, iuithe foulestiidnd thai 
ever blevv Andscioh.is the temper of the • 
Scottish Gonunon people, that, by this in*, 
stance of compliance with their customs^ 
and respect fori their persons^ MrOMbuck 
Sgined, mote populasity. than by all the 
sums which he had yearly distributed in 
the parish for purposes of private or gene» 
ral charity. 

' The sad procession now noTed slowly 
forward, preceded by the beadles, or ssoi^ 
lies, with their batons,«^misecable'-look]ng. 
old men, tottering ^ if on the edge of that 
grave to which they were marshalling ano» . 
thieir, and dad, according to Scottish guise^ 
\^ith threadbare black coats, and hunting*^ 
caps. decorated with rusty crape* Monk* 
barns would probably have remonstrated 
against this superfluous expence, had he 
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been consulted ; but, in doing so, he would 
have given more oii^nce than he gained 
popularity by condescending toperform the 
office of chief mournen Of this he was quite 
aware, and wisely withheld rebuke, Where 
rebuke and advice would have been equally 
unavailing. In truth, the Scottish peasantry 
are still infected with that rage for funeral " 
ceremonial, which once distinguished the 
grandees of the kingdom so much, that a 
sumptuary law was made by the parlia- 
ment of Scotland for the purpose of re- 
straining it ; and I have known many in 
the lowest stations, who have denied them- 
selves not merely the comforts, but alnio^t 
the necessaries of life, in order to save such 
a 9um of money as might enable their sur- 
viving friends to bury them like Christians, 
as they termed it, nor could their faithful 
executors be prevailed upon, though equal- 
ly necessitous, to turn to the use and main- 
tenance of the living, the money vainly 
wasted upon the interment of the dead. 
The procession to the church-yard, at . 
3 
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about half a mile's distance, was made with 
the mournful solemnity usual on these oc* 
'casions, — the body was consigned to its pa« 
rent earth, — and when the labour of the 
grave-diggers had filled up the trench* and 
•corered it wftrh fresh sud, Mr Oldbuck^ 
taking his hat oflf^ saluted the assistants, 
who had.ataod Jajyin moura£ul,ailanoei and 
^ith that adteii »di«penied' the nnmniers, 

Thedhfrgywan dffertd our Antiquary 
his camf>aBy to walk homeward ; but Mr 
Pldbuck had been so much struck with 
^ithe d(ip(»rtaie&t of «tbe>Jsdiieraiatt and his 
^mothei, tbnit, .moved -hjf ieQ«>f>msian, >aitd 
j>erhapfi<al$o, in^fiaHieidfigree, rby thatqou- 
irioisity jw^bifik iuduaesius^totseok Qufctevm 
iwhatjgiVieflruft ipainitoiwbnM^ rhespieffir- 
jmd a tfiolita^^^Mtalk iby 1^ t&^ast, i£ari(lbt 
>piirpMe rQf:4a9aui^ (\^mtmg thb oottageasdie 
ipasifd. 



VjGUL. XI i# 
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CHAPTER IIL 

What 18 this secret bid,— this untold tale^ . 
That art cannot extract, nor penance cleanse ? 
■' Her muscles hold their plaoe; 

Nor discomposed, nor formed to steadiness, 
No sudden flushing and no faultering Up 

Mytteriout Mother, 

Ths coffin had been borne from the 
place where it rested. The mourners, in 
regular gradation, according to their rank 
or their relationship to the deceased, had 
£Ied from the cottage, while the younger 
male children were led along to totter af- 
ter the bier of their brothei^ and to view 
with wonder a ceremonial which they could 
hardly comprehend* The female gossips 
next rose to depart, and, with considera- 
tion for the situation of the parents, car- 
ried along with them the girls of the fa- 
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mily, to give the unhappy pair time and 
opportunity to open their hearts to each 
other/ and soften their grief by con>muni- 
eating it. But their kind intention was 
without effect The last of them had 
darkened the entrance of the cottage, as 
she went out, and drawn the door ^softly 
behind her, when the father, first ascertain- 
ing by a hasty glance that no stranger re- 
mained, started up, clasped IHs hands wild- 
ly above his head, uttered a cry of the de- 
spair which be had hitherto repressed, and, 
in all the impotent impatience of grief, half 
rushed half staggered forward to the bed 
on which the! coffin had been deposited, 
threw himself down .upon it, and smother* 
ing, as it were, his head among the bed- 
clothes) gave vent to the full passion of 
his sorrow^ It was in vain that the 
wretched mother, terrified by the vehe- 
mence of her husband's affliction — afflic- 
tion still more fearful as agitating a man of 
hardened manners and a robust frame*-^ 
oppressed her own sobs and tears^ and, 
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lynllmg him by the skirts of his coat, im* 
plowed him to vise and remember, iha^ 
thoagh xme was removed, he had stiil a 
wife 'and children to comfort andsmiport. 
The appeal came at too early a perbdiof 
his anguish, and was totally unattended 
to ; he contiaued to remain .prostrate, in* 
-dicating, l^ sobs so bitter and violent that 
they shook the bed and partition against 
which ft rested, by clenched hands wluch 
grasped the bed<^lotbes, and by the vehe» 
metit and convilteive tmothcm df his legs, 
how dec^ and how terrible was the agony 
of a father's sonrow. 

. ^ O, what a '^y is this ! what a day is 
this r laid the poor ;mother, her woman- 
ish affliction already>e3fihausted by sobs4md 
tears, and now almost lost in teirorifbr the 
«tate in which sfae beheld her husband ; 
^'O, what an hour is this! «nd naebocfy 
to help a poor lone woman ~0, gude* 
mither, could ye but speak a word' to him ! 
— wad ye but bid him be cemfotted !^* 

To iher astonisbmeftt, /and eire» Ax> the 
I 
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n^r^ase of ber fear, her husbaad^s rapth^i; 
beard aud answered tbe appeal She roso 
ai3^ MfaU^e4 acposa t\m flooQ wkUout sup- 
port, and witb^At m^ch apparent feeble^* 
ne^ft, ai^d, a^tandiag hy the bed oa which 
her soqi bad e^^teoded himself^ ahei said; 
*^ Riae up^ iny son, and sorrow not fof 
bim that is, beyond sin andr mrtQWf and 
t,emptationi^orrow is for those^ that re- 
main ia this vale of a^row and dukncita 
~Ii wbadiMa sorrow, and wha ea^oa sor- 
row, for ony ane, bae maist need that y9 
sStpuld a* sorrov for mHi* 

The TQice a£ bis Baofehi^ri MMt beiard for' 
years as taking part in the active duties 
of life, or offeving advice or consoUtioni 
prodii^i^d its efiSect upon her son. He as* 
sumed a sitting pos^ture 0r tbe side of 
the bQd> aad his aiipearajneie^ attitiide^ and 
gestures^ chao^d from tbos« of angiy de* 
spair^ to de^p grief aaid dc^jectijoii. The 
grandmother retired to bet 900k, the mo^ 
ther mechanically took iut bet hand her 
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tattered Bible^ and seemed to readj though 
her eyca were drowned with tears. 

They were thus occupied when a loud 
knock was heard at the doon 
' *^ Hegh sirs!'* said the poor mother^ 
^'wha is it that can be coming in that 
gate e'enow?— They canna hae heard o' 
our misfortune, I'm sure/' 

The knock being repeated, she rose 
and opened the door, saying querulously, 
** Whatna gait's that to disturb a sorrow* 
fu' house?'* 

A tall man in black stood before her» 
whom she instantly recognised to be Lord 
Glenallan. 

r ^' Is there not/' he said, ** an old womaa 
lodging in this or one of the neighbouring 
cottages, called Etspeth, who was long re- 
sident at Craigburnfoot of Glenallan ?'* 
- '' It's my gudemither, my Lord," said 
Marganet; " but she canna see ony body 
e'entfw— -Ohon ! we're dreeing a sair weird 
—we hae had a heavy dispensation," 
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" God forbid," said Lord Glcnallany 
'^^ that I should on light occasion disturb 
your sorrow — but my days are numbered 
—your mother-in-law is in the extremity 
of age, and, if I see her not to-day, we 
may never meet on this side of time/' 

'* And what wad ye see at an auld wo- 
man, broken dawn wi' age and sorrow and 
heartbreak ?"--Gentle or semple shall not 
darken my doors the day my baim'a beea 
carried out a corpse" . . 
' While she spoke thus, indulging the 
natural irritability of disposition and pro- 
fession, which began to mingle itself in 
some degree with her grief when its first 
uncontrouled bursts were gone by, she 
held the door about one-third part open^ 
and placed herself in the gap, as if to 
render the visitor's entrance impossible*^ 
But the voice of her husband was heard 
from within — " Wha's that, Maggie? what 
for are ye steekihg them out?— let them, 
come in— ^it doesna signify an auld rope's 
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enci.M^ha^ cDtiuft m or. wha' gatfs; out </ this^ 
boiuB: firafi' tSkia: tinte. forward;'' 

Tbei'tvaoniMii stood afsideaOh^irhusfaamEs? 
tomnmidr and permibtedr Loni(QlenaiIa» 
to euten tlie hut. The dejieddon.eKhibked 
in his^bsoken ftaainanikemamatedi'Gonsitt 
tenanae;. fonncd a strong contrabli vnth 
the effecta^ o£ gric^ as. thcjr^ were dasplagr*^ 
ed in. tks rude and weafthcrbeaten^ viia^ 
of the fishefmaflii and die mascuHn&fBa^ 
tures of his wife. He apfroaohcdtbej tiA 
womanr as dto ww seatnksB hn usual set- 
tle^ audi aakedi ksr^ in. a tour as-audibfe aai 
hi« votoc dtudiob maike ft^ '^ Aie yon Ehn 
peth e£ the Craigi»in^ol of GknaUaartT^ 

'^ Wha' isi it that aska aliDiitLthe:Uiluil-r< 
lavKsA seadence.^JlhafceTS moiani^ teast 
the answex setumed to his quei^^ 

''* The:: onhappyr Earl o£ Gkmaliian J' 

« Earfc^Ewlofi eienallan P* 

" Ife wifiov waa. calkflEf Willianii LolDd: 
Geraldin^'' said the: £»l; ^^ and vAtom^ 
Ina iDothbr-s death has m^de Eaiil e£ Qktt;% 
allan.'* 
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^ 0{ieii th« bol?^'' said the old wonifta. 
firmly ^nd hastily to her daughtei^in*Uiir», 
"open the bole wl speed, that I may see 
if this be the right Lord Geraldin—tbet 
sba of my mistresa-r-him that I reeeived 
in my arms within the hour after he. waa 
bom — him that has reason to cittse 190 
that I didna smother him befcopei^eihQiic: 
was past !" 

The window, which had been, ahut, im 
order that a gloomy twilight might add tQ 
the solemnity of the funeral meetiugi was 
opened as she commanded, and threw a 
sudden and strong light through the ^moky 
and misty atmosphere of the stifling qa* 
bin. c Falling in a stream upon the chim- 
ney, the rays illuminated^ in the ^ay that 
Rembrandt would have chosen, the fea* 
tures of the unfortunate nabl^naq» and 
ti^ose of the old sybil, wha now» standing 
upon her feet, and holding him by wt 
hand, peered anxiously in his featured with 
hev light-blue eyes, and holding her long 
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and withered fore-finger within a small 
distance of hi& face, moved it slowly aft if 
to trace the outlines, and reconcile what 
she recollected with what she now beheld. 
As she finished her scrutiny, she said, with 
a deep sigh, .'^ It's a sair^-^sair change— and 
wha's fault is it?— but that's written down 
where it will be remembered-r-it's written 
on tablets of brass with a pen of steel, 
where all is recorded that is done in the 
flesh. — And what,'' she said, after a pause, 
** what is Lord Geraldin seeking from a 
puir aufd creature like me that's dead aU 
ready, and only belangs sae far to the li- 
ving that she is na yet laid in the moulds ?" 

," Nay," answered Lord Glenallan, " in 
the name of Heaven, why was it that you 
requested so urgently to see me? and 
why did you back your request by send- 
ing a token, which you knew well I dared 
not refuse ?" 

As he &poke thus, he took from his purse 
the ring which Edie Ochiltree had deli- 
vered to him at Glenallan-house. The 
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sight of this token produced a strange 
and instantaneous effect upon the old wo- 
man. The palsy of fear was immediately 
added to that of age, and she began in- 
stantly to search her pockets with the 
tremulous and baity agitation of one who 
becomes first apprehensive of having lost 
something of great importance— then, as if 
convinced of the reality of her fears, she 
turned to the Earl, and demanded^ ^' And 
how came ye by it, then? — how came ye 
by it ?— I thought I had kept it sae secure* 
ly— what will the Countess say ?^* 

" You know/' said the Earl, *' at least 
you must have heard,, that my mother is 
dead." 

** Dead ! are ye no imposing upon me ? 
has she left a' at last,, lands and lordship 
and lineages r" 

" All,, all," said the Earl, '« as mortals 
must leave all human vanities." 

" L mind now," answered Elspeth, " I 
heard of it before ; but there has been sic 
distress in our bouse since, and my me^ 
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mo¥y h iae imickle^impafred*— Butyc^ tf e 
sure yoiMP mother^ the Lady Countes^ is 
ganehamc?'^ 

The Earl again aMured her that her 
former mistress wasr no more* 

•* Then,'' said Elspetb, " it shall hwdeii 
my mind nae langerf — ^When she lived; 
wha' dared to speak what it would hae 
displeased her to hae had noised abroad? 
—But she's gane — and I will confbss all*" 

Thetr^ turning to her son and daughter^ 
in-law, she commanded them imperatively 
to quit the house, and leave Lord Geralw 
din (for so she still called him) alone with 
hen But Maggie Mucklebacket, her first 
burst of grief being over, was by no means 
disposed in her own house to pay passive 
obedience to the commanch of her mo» 
ther-in*law, an authority which is pecu- 
liarly obnoxious to persons in her rank of 
life, and which she was the more astonish^ 
ed at hearing revived, when it seemed to 
liave been so long relinquished and for- 
gotten. 
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^ III was an wiwf thidg^"^ 9he Mid/ in a 
grumUiog tcmc rf Toi€e,-^ft>r the raittk of 
Lo^ G4^nal1ftii wad somewhaft iinposiDg— 
*^ it wa6 an unco^" tlnng to tnda moCber 
leave^ber sin house wi' tlie tear in her eV^ 
themoHienther eldest son had been car^ 
neda corpse o«it at the door oV* 

The fishermaD, in astuhborft-aDdsirneii. 
tone-) added to the same ptirpose, **TTi?i 
iar nae day for your auM warld stories^ 
niothcr~My Lord, if he be a Lord, may 
ca** some other day — or he may 8|reak oot 
what hehas gotten to say if he likes it^— 
Thcfe^s natie here will think it worth thefr 
while to listen tohrm oryon cither^ But 
aeVther for laird or loon, gentle or semple,- 
will I leave ray ain house to pleasure axtj 
body on' the Tcry day my poor^'— — • 
- Here his rorce choked, and he- could 
proceed no further j but a» he had risen 
when Lord Glenallan came in, and had 
aince remained standings he. now threw 
himself doggedly upon a seat, and remain^ 
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cd in the sullen posture of one who was 
determined to keep hk word*^ 
^ But the old woman, whom this crisis 
seemed to repossess in all ^ those powers* of 
mental superiority with whiqh i^e ,b^ 
^ce been eminently giftie4, at^ose, dLv4§ 
advancing towards him> .sa^d^wi^h 4'^- 
lemn voice^ ^* My son, as ye wad shun 
hearing of your motlier's shamej — s^s ye 
wad not willingly be a witness of her 
guilty — as ye wad deserve her blessing and 
avoid her curse^ I charge ye, by the bodj 
that bore and that nursed ye, to leave me 
at freedom to speak with Lord . Geraldin^ 
what nae mortal ears but his ain jfi^ixvL 
listen to. Obey my words,, that when ye 
lay the moulds on my head, (and O, that 
the day were come !) ye may remember 
this hour without the reproach of having 
disobeyed the last earthly command that 
ever your mother wared on youJ' 

The terms of this solemn charge j-evived 
M the fisherman's heart the habit of in- 
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stfifGtive obedience^ in which his mother 
had trained htm up» and to which he had 
submitted implicitly while her powers of 
exacting it remained entire. The recollec* 
tion mingled also With the prevailing pas- 
sion of the moment, for, glancing his eye 
at the bed on which the dead body had been 
laid^ he muttered to himseU; '^ JETe never 
disobeyed me^ in reason or out o' reason^ 
and what for should I vex her f* Then^ 
taking his reluctant spouse by the arm, 
he led her gently out of the cpttage» and 
latched the door behind them as he left it. 

As the unhappy parents withdrew, Lord 
Glenallan, to prevent the old woman from 
relapsing into her lethargy, agatn pressed 
faer on the subject of the communication^ 
which she proposed to make to him. 

" Ye will have it sune eneugb,**^ she 
replied ; " my mind's clear eneugh now, 
and there is not — I think there is not — a 
chance of my forgetting what 1 have to 
say« My dwelling^ at Craigburnfoot iS' be#^ 



d by Google 



64^ tbj: AurriQUTAftsv 

fore my een, as it wei^e present in reatitj^ 
-i^the green bank, just where the bttm 
met wt' the sda-«*the twa Ittjtle kirk^ wi* 
their sails furled, lying in the natural core 
which it foraied^^the high eliff that j^B-^ 
ed it withi the pleasure-grounds of the 
house of Gienallan, and hung right ow£i> 
the stream— Ah I. yes^ I may forget that 1 
bad a husband and have lost him— that 1 
hae but ane alive of our four fair sons— 
that misfortune upon misfortune has de<» 
voured our iU-^otteh wealthr-that they 
carried the corpse of my sonV eldest^bom 
frae the house this morning— But I never 
can forget the days I spent at bonny Craig- 
burnfootP* 

** You were a favourite of my motheri*^ 
said Lord Glenallan^ desirous to bring her 
baek to the pointy ftom which she was^ 
wandering. 

" I was, I was,— ye needna miud ttie o^ 
that. She brought me up abune my sta* 
ticm, and wi' kuxwledge maip than my ifeU 
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lows-4)ut', lijte the tcnrpter of auld, w? 
the knowledge of gude slie taiogh't me the 
knowledge Qf evil." 

" For God V sake,' El^eehi'*^ Mid the ae« 
tonkhed Earl, ** pvocetd, if you can, to 
explain thedveadftil hints you* hare tbtowi^. 
out !— I well know j&m arre ccmfidtot to 
one dreadful secret, which should split this 
roof ewQ' to heac it oamed~but speak am. 
farther.*' 

" I will/' she saidi— " I will— jurt bear 
wr. mai for » little ;*'— and i^ain she eetemed. 
I0tt kx reeoUeetioa^ but it wae tto» lenges^ 
tiii|fed with imbeoifttty or apathy. She 
was n&w estering upon the topic whielft 
had long loaded her niind, ]and which 
douirtdes» often occupied her whole souk 
at times, ^whea she seemed dead to alt 
around her. And I may add, as a remark- 
able fact, that such was the intense opera* 
tion of mental energy upon her physical 
powers and nervous system, that, notwith* 
standing her infirmity of deafne&Si each 
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word that Lord Glenallan spoke during^ 
this remarkable conferenee, although m 
the lowest tone of horror or ^gony^ fell as* 
full and distinct upon Elspeth's ear a» it 
could have done at any peridd of her life» 
She spoke also herself clearly, distinctly^ 
and slowly, as if anxious that the intelli* 
gence she communicated should be fully 
understood ; concisely at the same time, 
and with none of the verbiage or circunv- 
Ipcutory additions natural to those of her 
sex and conditi<Mi. In short, her language 
bespoke a better education, as well as an 
uncommonly firm and resolved mind, and 
a character of that sort from which great 
virtues or great crimes may be naturally 
expected. The tenor of her communica* 
tion is disclosed in the next chapter. 
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CHACTER IV. 

Remorse-— she ne'er forsakes us-* 
A bloodhound staunch— she tracks our rapid step 
Through the wild labyrinth of youthful frenzy. 
Unheard, perchance, until old age hath tamed us; 
Then in our lair, when Time hath chill'd our johits, 
And mfum'd our hope of combat, or of flight. 
We hear her deep-mouthed bay, announcing all 
Of wrath and woe and punishment that bides us. 

** I NEED not tell you,** said the old 
tiroman, addressing the Earl of Glenallan, 
^' that I was the favourite and confidential 
attendant of Joscelind, Countess of Glen- 
allan/ whom God assoilzie!" — (here she 
crossed herself)—" and, I think farther! 
ye may not have forgotten, that I shared 
' her regard for mony years. I returned it 
by the maist sincere attachment, but I fell 
into disgrace frae a trifling act of disobe* 
dience, reported to your mother by ane that 
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thought, and she wasna wrangi that I was 
a spy upon her actions and yours." 

" I charge thee, woman/* said the Earl, 
in a voice trembling with passion, ^^ name 
not her name in my hearing V*^ 

" I must/' returned the penitent firmly 
and calmly, '' or hoVf^ can you understand 
me?" 

The Ear! leaned upon one of the wood- 
en chairs of the hut, drew his hat over his- 
face, clenched his hands together^ siethis- 
teeth like one who summons up courage 
to undergo a painful operation^ and made 
a signal to her to proceed. 

" I say, ihen,^^ahn resumed^ " thit my 
dbgiAce with my mj^^tressi wa«i ehiefiy ^wv 
ing to MiaftE^dtQt Ne^nie/tbea bred vp^ 
in 6IeaaUattrhouiu& >3i tte datighilicr of a^ 
ccmsitt^^rm^ti and^ iatinlate fiiiend of yottr 
father thalt Was gane^ There wa4 muckto 
myfttery ia her history/ but wha dared lo 
enqtttreiuttker'thim/tfaQGdunte^s Uked to 
ttfW J— All m GIenaiiaii4)cmae laved. Mi^d 
NevUle---all but fcwa-mj^wjr mother and 
»y9eJ~ we baitk hated her.'* 
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* 

*''God ! for what rea&on, since a crea- 
tuie so Jirild^ 8o gentle, so formed to in* 
spire affection, never walked on thU 
wretched world ?" 

'^ It may hae been ,sae»^ rejotned 0£U 
qxeth, '^ but 3H>iir mother hated V that 
<:am of your £aidier*8 family--^* but him* 
seL Her it;asons wlated to strife wbich 
fell between them soon after .- her mar* 
riage; the particulars are naething to this 
purpose. But, O, doubly did she hate 
Eveline K«ville when she perceived that 
there was a growing kindness at ween you 
and that mifbrtunate yoimg leddy ! Ye 
may mind that the ^Countessls dislike did' 
Ha gang farther fit^fifst than just shewing 
cT the {cauld sliputfaer^at Jeast it wasna 
seen farther f luift at the lang^run it brak 
<mt into such downright violence that 
MissNeviUe was even fain to seek refuge . 
at Knockwinnock castle with Sir Arthur's 
leddy, wha (God sain her) was then wi' the 
living," 

You wild my heart % recalling these 
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particulars— but go on, and may my pre^ 
sent agony be accepted as additional pe» 
nance for the involuntary crime V* 

" She had been absent some months," 
continued Elspeth, ^^ when I was ae night 
watching in my hut the return of my hus- 
band from fishing, and shedding in private 
those bitter tears that my proud spirit 
wrung frae me whenever I thought on 
my disgrace. The sneck was drawn, and 
the Countess, your mother, entered my 
dwelling. I thought I had seen a spectre, 
for, even in the height of my favour, this 
was an honour she had never done me, 
and she looked as pale and ghastly as if 
she had risen frae the grave. She sate 
down and wrung the draps from her hair 
and <:loak, for the night was drilling, and 
her walk had been through the planta- 
tions, that were a' loaded with dew. I 
only mention these things that you may 
understand how weel that night lives in 
my memory, and weel it may. I was 
surprised to see her, but I durstna speak 
10 
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first mair than if I had seen a phantom— 
Na, I durst not, my lord, I that hae seen 
mony sights of terror, and never shook 
at them — Sae, after a silence, she said, 
^ £lspeth Cheyne, (for she always gave 
me my maiden name,) are not ye the 
daughter of that Reginald Cheyne, who 
died to save his master, Lord Glenallan, 
on the field of SherifTmuir ? and I answer* 
cd her as prpudly as hersel nearly — ^ As 
sure as you are the daughter of that Earl 
of Glenallan whom my father saved that 
day by his own death/"* 

Here she made a deep pause. 

" And what followed ? — What followed ? 

—For heaven's sake, good woman But 

why should I use that word r— Yet, good 
or bad, I command you to tell me/' 

" And little I should value earthly com- 
mand," answered Elspeth, " were there not 
a voice that has spoken to me, sleeping 
and waking, that drives me forward to 
tell this sad tale. — Aweel, my Lord—the 
Countess said to me, * My son loves Eve- 
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Jioe Nevill6-«.they ^are ^gfeedr*tb^ Are 
l>ligkted ;— ^should th^y have a aon, dtny 
xight over Glenallan .merges-^I siok from 
that moment from a Countesd into ajmser- 
Me fttif>endiarjr'dowager— l9'wh0<hFoiq2;'bt 
land and vassals, and high blood and an- 
cient famei to my husband, I must cease 
to be mistress when rxny son has an heir- 
jnale. But I care not for fhat^had /he 
married oqy but ane ^f^the hated, Nevilles 
I had 'been putient-^But for <Uiem — that 
Ihey and their descendants should enjcy 
the rights and honours of mjy apowtoiB, 
goes through my heart like a two-edged 
^rk« And this^rl— I detestiher !'— And 
I answeredi £ot my heart jcindled at h^ 
ivords, thotberliate was equalled li^mine*** 

*^ Wretch r^exclaimed the£arl^ in .iy)i.te 
of hisdetermination to preserve ailenoe,— 
'^ Wretched woman ! wjiat cause of hate 
could have arisen from a being so inno- 
cent rand cgentle ?" 

"J hated what -my jnrstress hated| ^ 
was the use with the liege vassals of .the 
house of Glenallan; for though^ my Lord^ 
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I married under my degiee, yet an ances- 
tor of yours never weBt to the field of 
battle, but an ancestor of the fraii, dcment- 
ed| auld, useless wretch wha nov speaks 
with you, carried his shield before him. — 
But that was not aV' continued the bel- 
dame, her earthly and^vil passions rekind- 
ling as she became heated in her narra- 
tion; '* that was not a' — I hated Miss Eve- 
line Neville for her ain sake — I brought 
her frae England, and, during out whale 
journey, she gecked and scorned at my 
northern speech and habit, as bcr south- 
land leddies and kimmers had done at 
the boarding-school as they ca'd it (and, 
strange as it may seem, she spoke of an 
affront offered by a heedless school-girl 
without intention, with a degree of invete- 
racy, which, at such a distance of time, a 
mortal offence would neither have autho- 
rised or excited in any well constituted 
mind) — Yes,i5he scorned and jested at nie 
—but let them that scorn the tartan fear 
the dirk!" 
VOL, nil 
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She paused, and then went oh. " But 
I deny not that I hated her mair than 
she deserved* My mistress, the Countess^ 
persevered and said, ' Elspcth Cheyaie, 
this unruly boy will marry with the false 
English blood — were days as they have 
been, I could throw her into the Massy- 
more of Glenallan, and fetter him in the 
Keep of Strathbonnel — But these times 
are past, and the authority which the 
nobles of the land should exercise, is dele- 
gated to quibbling lawyers and their baser 
dependants. Hear me, Elspeth Cheyne, 
if you are your father's daughter as I am 
mine, I will find means that they shall not 
marry-->She walks often to that cliff that 
overhangs your dwelling to look for her 
lover's boat, (ye may remember the plea« 
sure ye then took on the sea, my Lord) 
^et him find her forty fathom lower than 
he expects!' — Yes! — ye may stare and 
frown and clench your hsind, but, as sure 
as I am to face the only Being I ever fear* 
ed,— and O that I had feared him mair !— 
these were your mother's words — what 
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avails it to me to lie to you P-*^ But I 
wadi^a consent to stain my haii^ with 
blood.^Then she said> ' By the religion of 
our hply Church they are ower sibb the* 
gither. But I expect nothing but that 
both will become heretics as well as dis- 
obedient reprobates/ that was her addt* 
tion to that argument — ^And then, as the 
fiend is ever ower busy wi' brains like 
minCi that are subtle beyond their use and 
station, I was unhappily permitted to add 
— ' But they might be brought to t^ink 
themselves sae sibb as no Christian law 
will permit their wedlock.' *' 

Here the Earl of Glenallan echoed her 
words with a shriek so piercing, as almost 
to rend the roof of the cottage—" Ah ! 
then Eveline Neville was not the — 
the"— 

" The daughter, ye would say, of your 
father?" continued Elspeth; " No— be it 
a torment or be it a* comfort to you — ken 
the. truth, she was nae mair a daughter of 
your father's house than I am^" 
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^ '** Woman, deceive me not— make me 
«iot curse the memory of the parent I 
iave so lately laid in the grave, for sha- 
ring in a plot the most cruel, the most in* 
fcriiar— 

** Bethink ye, my Lord Geraldin, ere 
ye curse the memory of a parent that's 
gane, is there none of the blood of Glen* 
allan living, whase faults have led to this 
dreadfu' catastrophe ?" 

" Mean you my brotl>er ?— he, too, is 
gone," said the EarU 

"No,'' replied the sybil, "I mean your- 
sel. Lord Geraldin. Had you not trans- 
gressed the obedience of a son by wedding 
Eveline Neville in secret while a guest at 
Knockwinnock, our plot might have sepa- 
rated you for a time, but would have left 
at least your sorrows without remorse to 
canker them— But your ain conduct had 
put poison in the weapon that we threw, 
and it pierced you with the mair force, 
because ye cam rushing to meet it. .Had 
your marriage been a proclaimed and ac- 
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knowledged action, our stratagem to throw 
an obstacle into your way that couldna be 
got ower, neither wad nor could hac been 
practised against ye.** 

" Great Heaven !" said the unfortunate 
nobleman ; " it is as if a film fell from my 
obscured eyesl-^Xes, I now well under- 
stand the doubtful hints of consolation, 
thrown out by my wretched mother, tend- 
ing indirectly to impeach the evidence of 
the horrors of which her arts had led me 
to believe myself guilty." 

•' She could not speak mair plainly,'' 
answered Elspeth, ** without confessing 
her ain fraud, and she would have sub- 
mitted to be torn by wild horses^ rather 
th^n unfold what she had done ; and, if. she 
had still lived, so would I for her sake. 
They were stout hearts the race of Glen- 
allan, male and female, and sae were a^ 
that in auld times cried their gathering- 
word of Clacknabcn — they stood shouther 
to shouther-^Nae man parted frae his chief 
for love of gold or of gain, or of right qf 
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of wrangt— The times are changed^ I hear, 
now." 

The unfortunate nobleman was too much 
wrapped up in his own cdnfused and dis- 
tracting reflections to notice the rude ex- 
pressions of savage fidelity, in which, even 
in the latest ebb of life, the unhappy au- 
thor of his misfortunes seemed to find a 
stern and stubborn source of consolation. 

** Great Heaven !" he exclaimed, " I am 
then free from a guilt the most horrible 
with which man can be stained, and the 
sense of which, however involuntary, has 
wrecked my peace, destroyed my health, 
and bowed me down to an untimely grave# 
Accept,'* he fervently uttered, lifting his 
eyes upwards, *^ accept my humble thanks ! 
•Jtf I live miserable, at least I shall not 
die stained with that unnatural guilt! — 
And thou-— proceed if thou hast more to 
tpU — proceed while thou hast voice id 
speak it, and I have powers to listen.'' 

*' Yes," answered the beldame, " the 
hour when you shall hear, and I shall 
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spQak, is indeed passing rapidly away*-^ 
Death has crossed your brow with his 
finger, and I find his grasp turning every 
day caulder at my heart. — Interrupt me 
nae mair with exclamations and groans 
and accusations, but hear my tale to an 
end ! And then — if ye be indeed sic a 
Lord of Glenallan as I hae heard of in my 
day — make your merrymcn gather the 
thorn, and the briar, and the green hoI« 
lin^ till they heap them as high as the 
house-riggin', and burn ! burn ! burn \ the 
auld witch Elspeth, and a* that can ever 
put ye in mind that sic a creature crawled 
upon the land !" 

" Go on," said the Earl, «' go on-^I will 
not again interrupt you/' 

He spoke in a half-suffocated yet de- 
termined voice, resolved that no irritabili- 
ty on his part should deprive him of this 
opportunity of acquiring proofs of the 
wonderful tale he tiien heard. But £ls* 
peth had become exhausted by a continue 
ous narration of such unusual length ; the 
subsequent part of ber story was more 
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broketii and, though still distinctly intelli- 
gible in most parts, had no longer the lu* 
cid conciseness which the first part of her 
narrative had displayed to such an asto- 
nishing degree. Lord Glenallan found it 
necessary, when she had made some at** 
tempts to continue her narrative without 
success, to prompt her memory, by dc* 
manding, what proofs she could propose 
to bring of the truth of a narrative so dif- 
ferent from that which she had originally 
told? 

" The evidence," she replied, *' of Eve- 
line Neville's real birth was in the Coun- 
tess's possession, with reasons for its be- 
ing, for some time, kept private. They 
may yet be found, if she has not destroy- 
ed them, in the left*hand drawer of the 
ebony cabinet that stood in the dressing* 
room— these she meant to suppress for the 
time, until you went abroad again, when 
she trusted, before your return, to send 
Miss Neville back to her ain country, or 
to get her settled in marriage.*' 

" But did you not sheu' me letters of 
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tny father^s» which seemed to me, unless 
my senses altogether failed me in that 
horrible moment, to avow his relationship 
to—to the unhappy" 

" We did J and, with my testimony, how 
could you doubt the fact, or her either ?— 
But we suppressed the true explanation 
of these letters, and that was, that your 
father thought it right the young leddy 
should pass for his daughter for a while, 
on aceount o' some family reasons that 
were am ang them/' 

" But wherefore, when you learned our 
union, was this dreadful artifice persisted 
in?" 

" It wasna,^* she replied, '* till Lady 
Glenallan had communicated this fause 
talc that she suspected ye bad actually 
made a marriage— ^nor even then did yois 
avow it sae as to satisfy her, whether the- 
ceremony had ia verity passed atween yc 
or no— But ye remember, O ye canna but 
remember weel^ what passed in that awfu' 
meeting T . 

D 2 
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" Woman ! you swore upon the gospels 
to the fact which you now disavow/' 

"I did, and I wad hae ta'en a yet mair 
holy pledge on it, if there had been ane — 
I wad not hae spared the blood of my body, 
m* the guilt of my soul, to serve the house 
ofGlcnallan/^ 

*• Wretch ! do you call that horrid per- 
jury, attended with consequencef yet more 
dreadful— do you esteem that a service to 
the house of your benefactors 7' 

** I served her, wha was then the head 
of Glenallan, as she required me to serve 
her. The cause was between God and her 
conscience— the manner between God and 
mine — ^She is gane to her account, and I 
maun follow — Have I tauld you a' r" 

^' No,** answered Lord Glenallan ; " you 
have yet more to tellr- you have to tell me 
of the death of the angel whom your 
perjury drove to despair, stained, as she 
thought herself, with a crime so horrible 
-^Speak vruth — was that dreadful-rwas 
that horrible incident"-^he could scarcely 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



- THE ANTIQUARY. 88 

articulate the words— ^' was it as report- 
ed ? or was it an act of yet further, though 
not more atrocious cruelty^ inflicted by 
others?" 

" I understand you," said Elspeth ; " but 
report spoke truth— our false witness was 
indeed the caused but the deed was her ain 
distracted act — On that fearfu" disclosurci 
when ye rushed frae the Countess's pre- 
sence, and saddled your horse, and left the 
castle like a fire-flaught, the Countess had- 
na yet discovered your private marriage ; 
she hadna fund out that the union, which 
she had framed this awfu' tale to prevent, 
had e'en ta'en place. Ye fled from the 
house as if the fire o' Heaven was about to 
fa' upon it, and Miss Neville, ajtween rea- 
son and the want o't, was put under sure 
ward. But the ward sleep't, and the pri- 
soner waked — the window was open — the 
way was before her— there was the cliffy, 
and there was the sea !— O, when will I 
forget that !" 
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"And thus died," said tbe Earl, " even 
so as was reported ?** 

** No, my Lord. I liad gane out to^ 
the cove— the tide was in, and it flowed^ 
as ye'U remeaiber, to the foot of that 
elifF— it was a great convenience that for 
my husband's trade— Where am I wander- 
ing r— I saw a white object dart frae the 
tap o' the clifFlike a sea-maw through the 
mist^ and then a heavy flash and sparkle 
of the waters shewed me it was a huraatt 
creature that had fa'en intOf the waves* 
I was bold and strong, and famihar wltb 
the tide. I rushed in and grasped her 
gown, and drew her out and carried her 
on my shouthers — I could hae carried twa 
sic then— carried her to my hut, and laid 
her on my bed. Neighbours cam and 
brought lielp— but the words she uttered 
in her ravings, whea she got back the 
use of speech, were such, that I was fain 
to send them awa', and get up word ta 
Glenalian-house. The Countess sent down 
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kr Spanish servant Tercaa— if ever there 
was a fiend on isarth in human form, that 
woman was ane— She and I were to watch 
the unhappy leddy, and let no other peraoa 
approach. God knows what Teresa's park 
was to hae beea— she tauld it not to me— 
but Heaven took the conclusion in its ain 
hand. The poor leddy ! she took the pangs 
of travail before her time, bore a male 
child, and died in the arms of me— of her 
mortal enemy ! — Aye, ye may weep— she 
was a sightly creature to see to^but think 
ye, if I didna maurn lier then, that I can 
mourn her now ?— Na, na ! — I left Teresa 
wi' the dead corpse and new-born babe^ 
till I gaed up to take the Countess's com- 
mands what was to be done. Late as it 
was, I ca'd her up, and^ she gar'd me ca' 
up your brother"-- — 

"Mj^ brother?" 

" Yes, Lord Geraldin, e'en your brother, 
that some said she. aye wished to be her 
heir.^ At ony rate^ he was the person maist 
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concerned in the succession and heritance 
of the house of Glenallan." 

^* And is it possible to believe^ then, 
that my brother, out of avarice to grasp 
at my inheritancCi would lend himself to 
such a base and dreadful stratagem?** 

" Your mother believed it,** said the old 
beldame with a fiendish laugh — ** it was nae 
plot of my making— but what they did or 
said I will not say, because I did not hear. 
Lang and sair they consulted in the black 
wainscot dressing-room ; and when your 
brother passed through the room where I 
was waiting, it seemed to me (and I have 
often thought sae since syne) that the fire 
of hell was in his cheek and een. But he 
had left some of itVith his mother at ony 
rate. She entered the room like a woman 
demented, and the first words she spoke 
were, • Elspeth Cheyne, did ye ever pull 
a new-budded flower ?' I answered, as ye 
may believe, that I aften had; ^ then,' 
said she, * ye will ken the better how to 
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blight tile spurious and heretical blossom 
that has sprung forth this night to dis- 
grace my father's noble house— ^See here f 
—(and she gave me a golden bodkin) — 
' Nothing but gold must shed the blood 
of Glenallan. This child is already as one 
of the dead) and since thou and Teresa 
jalone ken that it lives, let it be dealt 
upon as ye will answer to me !' and she 
turned away in her fury, and left me with 
the bodkin in my hand. Here it is ; that 
and the ring of Miss Neville are a' I hae 
preserved of my ill-gotten gear— for muckle 
was the gear I got. And weel hae I keepit 
the secret, but no for the gowd or gear 
either.'' 

ittr long and bony hand held out to 
Lord Glenallan a gold bodkin, down which 
in fancy he saw the blood qf his infant 
trickling. 

•* Wretch ! had you the heart ?" 
*^ I ken na if I could hae had it or no. 
I returned to my cottage without feel- 
ing the ground that I trod oh ; but Tere- 
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sa and the child were garie— *a' that was 
alive was gane— naething left but the life- 
lew corpse.** 

** And did you never learn my infant's 
fate?" . . 

*^ I could but guess. I have tauld yc 
your mother's purpose, and I ken Teresa 
was a fiend. She was never m^ir seen in 
Scotland, and I have heard that she re* 
turned to her ain land. A dark curtain 
has fa*en ower the past, and the few that 
witnessed ony part of it could only surmise 
something of seduction and suicide. You 
youfsel" 

^* I know— I know it all," answered the 
Earl. 

** You indeed know all that I can say— 
And now, heirt)f Glenalfan^. can you. for- 
give me r'^ 

" Ask forgivei^ess of God, and not of 
man," sajd the Earl, turning away. 

*' And how shall I ask of the pure and 
unstained what is denied to nie by a sin- 
aer like mys^l ?— If 1 hae sinned^ hae I 
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not suffered ?— Hae I had a day's peace or 
an hour's rest since these lang wet locka 
of hair first lay upon my pHlovr at Craig* 
burnfoot r — Has not my house been burn* 
ed^ wi' my bairn in the cradle ? — Has not 
my boats been wrecked when a' others 
weathered the gale ? — Has not a' that were 
near and dear to me dree'd penance for my 
sin ?— Has not the fire had its share o* them 
—the winds had their part— the sea had 
her part?— And oh !" (she addjed, with a 
lengthened groan, looking first upwards 
towards Heaven, and then bending her 
eyes on the floor)—'* Oh ! that the earth 
would take her part, that*s been lang lang 
wearying to be joined to it !" 

Lord Glenallanhad reached the door of 
the cottage, but the generosity of his na- 
ture did not permit him to leave the un- 
happy woman in this state of desperate 
reprobation. ** May God forgive thee, 
wretched woman," he said> " as sincerely 
as I do !_turn for mercy to Him, who can 
alone grant mercy, and may your prayers 
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he heard as if they were mine own 1 — I 
will send a religious* man/' 

'^ Na, na, nae priest I nae priest r she 
Maculated ; and the door of the cottage 
opening as she spoke, prevented her from 
proceeding. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Still in his dead hand clench'd remain the strings 
That thrill his father*s heart— e'en as the limb, 
Lopp'd off an4 laid in grave^ retains, they tell va^ 
Strange commerce with the mutikted stump, 
Whose nerves are twinging still in maim*d existence* 

OldFhy. 

The Antiquary, aa we informed the 
reader in the end of chapter secend, had 
shaken off the company of worthy Mr 
Blattergowl, although he offered to en- 
tertain him with an abstract of the ablest 
speech he had ever known in the tiend 
court, delivered by the procurator foe the 
church in the remarkable case of the pa* 
rish of Gatherem. Resisting this tempta- 
tion, our senior preferred a solitary path, 
which again conducted him to the, cot- 
tage of Mucklebacket. When he came 
in front of the fisherman's hut, he ob- 
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served a man working intently, as if to re* 
pair a shattered boat which lay upon the 
beacfay and, going up to him, was surprised 
to find it was Mucklebacket himself. " I 
am glad," he said, in a tone of sympathy— 
'* I am glad, Saunders, that you feel your- 
self able to make this exertion,'* 

" And what would ye have me to .do,* 
answered the fisher gruffly, ** unless I want- 
ed to see four children starve, because ane 
is drowned ? It's weel wi* you gentles, that 
can sit in the house wi' handkerchers at 
your een when ye lose a friend; but the 
like o' us maun to our warks again, if our 
hearts were beating as hard as my ham- 
mer;' 

Without taking more notice of Oldbuck 
he proceeded in his labour, and the Anti- 
quary, to whom the display of human na- 
ture under the influence of agitating pas- 
sions was never indifferent, stood beside 
him, leaning on his cane, as if watching 
the progress of the work. He observed 
more than once the man's hard features, 
as if by the force of association, prepare 
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to accompany the sound of the saw and 
faammer with his usual symphony of a 
rude tune hummed or whistled, and as o& 
ten a slight twitch of convulsive expres- 
sion showed thaty ere the sound was ut- 
tered, a cause for suppressing it rushed 
upon his mind. At length, when he had 
patched a considerable rent, and was be* 
ginning to mend another, his feelings ap- 
peared altogether to derange the power 
of attention necessary for his work. The 
piece of wood which he was about to nail 
on was at first too long ; then be sawed it 
off too short ; then chose another equally 
ill adapted for the purpose. At length, 
throwing it down in anger, after wiping 
his dim eye with bis quivering hand, he 
e^Kclaimed, \' There is a curse, either pn me 
or. on this auld black bitch of a boat, that 
I have hauled up high and dry, and patch- 
ed and clouted sae mony years, that she 
might drown my poor Steenie at the end 
of them, an be d — d to her !" and he flung 
. bis. hammer against the ^oat^ as if she bad 
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been the intentional cause of his misfor* 
tune. Then recollecting himself, he add- 
ed, " Yet what needs ane be angry at her» 
that has neither soul nor sense ? — though 
I am no that muckle better mysel. She's 
but a rickle o* auld rotten deals nailed the'^ 
gither, and warped wi' the wind and the 
sea — and I am a dour carle> battered by. 
foul weather at sea and land till I am 
maist as senseless as herseL She maun b^ 
mended though again the morning tide^ 
that's a thing o' necessity." 

Thus speaking, he went to gather toge- 
ther his instruments and attempt to re- 
sume his labour, but Oldbuck took him 
kindly by the ajrm. . ** Come, come,** he 
said, ** Saunders^ there is no work for you 
this day— ril send down Shavings the car-, 
penter to mend the boat, and he may put 
the day's work into my account— and you 
^had better not rise to-morrow, but stay to 
comfort your family under this dispensa* 
tion, and the gardener will bring you some 
vegetables and meal from Monkbarns/' 
8 
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" I thank ye, Monkbarhs," answered the 
poor fisher ; " I am a plain.spoken man, 
and hae little to say for mysel ; I might 
bae learned fairer fashions frae my mither 
lang syne, but I never saw muckle gude 
they did her ; however, I thank ye. Ye 
were aye kind and neighbourly, whatever 
folk says o' your being near and close ; 
and I hae often said in €hae times when 
they were ganging to raise up the puir 
folk against the gentles-^I hae often said, 
ne'er a man should steer a hair touching 
to Monkbams while Steenie and I could 
wag a finger — and so said Steenie too* 
And, Monkbams, when ye laid his head 
in the grave, (and mony thanks for the 
respect,) ye saw the mouls laid on an ho- 
nest lad that likeit you weel, though he 
made little phrase about it.'' 

Oldbuck, beaten froqi the pride of his 
affected cynicism, would not willingly 
have had any one by upon that occasion 
to quote to him his favourite maxims of 
the Stoic philosophy. The large drops fell 
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fast from his own eyes, as he begged the 
father, who was now melted at recoUect- 
jDg the bravery and generous sentiments 
of his son, to forbear useless sorrow, and 
led him by the arm towards his own hom^ 
where another scene awaited our Anti- 
<juary. As he entered^ the first person 
whom he beheld was Lord Glenallan. 

Mutual surprise was in their counte- 
nances as they saluted each other, with 
haughty reserve on the part of Mr Old- 
buck, and embarrassment on that of the 
Earl. 

" My Lord Glenallan, I think r" said Mr 
Oldbuck. 

•* Yes — much changed from what he 
was when he knew Mr Oldbuck/' 

" 1 do not mean," said the Antiquary, 
'* to intrude upon your lordship— I only 
came tp see this distressed family/' 

^* And you have found one, sir, who has 
still greater claims on your compassion/* 

*^ My compassion ? Lord Glenallan can- 
5 
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not need mjr compassion— if Lord Glenal- 
hn:couId need it, I think he would hard- 
ly ask it'' 

'V Our former acquaintacicei^ said the 
Earr 

'^ Is of such ancient date, my Lord-— was 
of such short duration, and was connected 
with circumstances so exquisitely painful, 
•that Ithink we may dispense with renew- 
ing it;* ' ' 

ISo saying,, the Antiquary turned away, 
and left the hut; but Lord Glenallan fol- 
lowed him into the open air, and, in spite 
of a hasty " Good morning, my Lord," re- 
quested a few minutes conversation, and 
the favour of his advice in an important 
matter. 

<* Your Lordship will find many more 
capable to advise you, my Lord, and to 
whom your intercourse will be deemed an 
honour. For me, I am a roan retired from 
business and the world, and not very fond 
of raking up the past events of my use- 
less life ; and forgive me if I say, I have 
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particular pain in reverting to that period 
of it when I acted like a fool, and your 
Lordship like" He stopped short. 

^^ Dke a villain, you would say/' said 
Lord Glenallan, ** for such I must have 
appeared to you/' 

" My Lord—my Lord^.I have no desire 
to hear your shrift»" said the Antiquary. 

^^ But, sir, if I can shew you that I am 
more sinned against than sinning*«-tbat I 
have been a man miserable beyond the 
power of description, and who looks for- 
ward at this moment to an untimely grave 
as to a haven of rest^ you will not refuse 
the confidence which, accepting your ap- 
pearance at this eritical moment as a hint 
from Heaven, I venture thus to press on 
you." 

^' Assuredly, my Lord* I shall shun no 
longer the continuation of this extraordi* 
nary interview." 

'* I must then recall to you our occa- 
sional meetings upwards of twenty years 
since at Knockwinnock castle, and I need 
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not remind \you Of a lady who was then a 
member of that family." 

" The unfortunate Miss Eveline Ne- 
ville, my Lord — I remember it welL'* 

" Towards whom you entertained senti- 
ments" 

" Very different from those with which 
I before and since have regarded her sex ; 
ber gentleness, her docility, her pleasure 
in the studies which I pointed out to her, 
attached my affections more than became 
my age (though that was not then much 
advanced,) or the solidity of my character. 
But I need not remind your Lordship of the 
various modes in which you indulged your 
gaiety at the expence of an awkward and 
retired student, embarrassed by the ex- 
pression of feelings so new to him, atid I 
have no doubt that the young lady joined 
you in the well-deserved ridicule — It is 
the way of womankind. I have spoke at 
Once to the painful circumstances of my 
addresses and their rejection, that your 
I Lordship may be satisfied every thing is 
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full in my memory, and may, so far as I 
am concerned, tell your story without 
scruple or needless delicacy •"* 

" I will," said Lord Glenallan ; " but 
first let me say, you do injustice to the 
memory of the gentlest and kindest, as 
well as to the most unhappy of wonlen, 
to suppose she could make a jest of the 
honest affection of a man like you. Fre- 
quently did she blame me, Mr Oldbuck, 
for indulging my levity at your expence— 
may I now presume you will excuse the 
gay freedoms which then offended you ?— 
my state of mind has never since laid me 
under the necessity of apologizing for the 
inadvertencies of a light and happy tem- 
per.'' 

*' My Lord, yon are fully pardoned,*' 
said Mr Oldbuck. '** You will be aware, 
that, like all others, I was ignorant at the 
time that I placed myself in competition 
with your Lordship, and understood that 
Miss Neville was in a state of dependence 
which might make her prefer a competent 
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independen^rc and the hand of an honest 
man^— But I am wasting time— I would I 
could believe that the views entertained 
towards her by others were as fair and 
honest as mine I'* 
"Mr Oldbuckf you judge harshly,"' 
" Not without cause, my Lord ; when I 
only, of alt the magistrates of this county^ 
having neither, like some of them, the ho- 
nour to be connected with your powerful 
family, nor, like others, the meanness to 
fear it—when I made some enquiry into- 
the manner of Miss Neville's death— I 
shake you, my Lord, but I must be plains 
I do own 1 had.every. reason to believe that 
she had met most unfair dealing, and had 
either been imposed upon by a counterfeit 
marriage, or that very strong measures had 
been adopted to stifle and destroy the evi-^ 
dence of a real union* And I cannot doubt 
in my own mind, that this cruelty on your 
Lordship's part, whether coming of your 
own free will, or proceeding from the in*' 
fluence of the late Countess, hurried. the 
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unfortunate young lady to the desperate 
act by which her life was terminated." 

** You are deceived, Mr Oldbuck, into 
conclusions which are not just, however 
naturally they flow from the circumstances. 
Believe me, I respected you even when I 
. was most embarrassed by your active at- 
tempts to investigate our family misfor- 
tunes. You shewed yourself more worthy 
of Miss Neville than I, by the spirit with 
which you persisted in vindicating her re- 
putation even after her death. But the 
£rm belief, that your welUmeant efforts 
could only serve to bring to light a story 
too horrible to be detailed, induced me to 
join my unhappy mother in schemes to re- 
move or destroy all evidence of the legal 
union lyhich had taken place between Eve- 
line and myself. And now let us sit down 
on this bank, for I feel unable to remain 
longer standing, and have the goodness 
to listen to the extraordinary discovery 
which I have this day made." 
They sate down accordingly, and Lord 
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Glenallan briefly narrated his unhappy fa- 
mily history— his concealed marriage— the 
horrible invention by which his mother 
had designed to render impossible that 
union which had already taken place. He 
detailed the arts by which the Countess, 
having all the documents relative to Miss 
Neville's birth in her hands^ had produ- 
ced those only relating to a period du- 
ring which/ for family reasons^ his father 
had consented to own that young lady 
as his natural daughter, and shewed how 
impossible it was that he could either 
suspect or detect the fraud put upon 
him by his mother^ and vouched by the 
oaths of her attendants, Teresa and £U 
Bpeth. " I left my paternal mansion," he" 
concluded, ^ " as if the furies of hell had 
driven nie forth, and travelled with fran- 
tic velocity I knew not whither. Nor 
have I die slightest recollection of what I 
did or whither I went, until I was disco- 
vered by my brother. I will not trouble 
you with an account of my sick-bed and 
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recovery, or how, long afterwards, I ven- 
tured to enquire after the sharer of my 
misfortunes^ and heard that her despair 
had found a dreadful remedy for all the 
ills of life. The first thing that roused 
roe to thought was hearing of your enqui- 
ries into this cruel business; and you will 
hardly wonder^ that, believing what I did' 
believe, I should join in those expedients 
to stop your investigation, which my bro* 
ther and mother had actively commenced. 
The information which I gave them con*, 
cerning the circumstances and witnesses: 
of our private marriage enabled them to 
baffle your 2eal. The clergyman, therei* 
fore, and witnesses, as persona who had 
acted in the matter only to please the 
powerful heir of Gienallan, were accessi- 
ble to his promises and threats, and were 
so provided for, that they had no objec- 
tions to leave this country for another. 
For myself, Mr Oldbuck,'* pursued this 
unhappy man, " from that moment. I coji^ 
sidered myself as blotted out of the book 
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of the living, and as having nothing left* 
to do with this world. My mother tried » 
to reconcile me. to life by every art — 
e^en by intimations which I caa now in- 
terpret as calculated to produce a doubt 
of the horrible tale she herself had fabri- 
cated* But I construed all she said as the: 
fictions of maternal affection. — I will for- 
bear all reproach--she is no more— and, a». 
her wretched associate said, she knew not 
how the dart was poisoned^or how deep it 
must sink, when she threw it from her. 
hand. But, Mr Oldbuck, if ever, during 
these twenty years,, there crawled upoa 
earth a living being deserving of your pi- 
ty, I have been that man. My food has 
not nourished me— my sleep has not re« 
freshed me— my devotions have not com*- 
forted me— all that is cheering and neces«^ 
sary. to man has been. to me converted into 
poisonu The rare and limited intercourse 
which I have held with others has beea 
inost^odiou3 to me.. I. felt as if I were, 
li^nnging the contamination of unnaturali 
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and inexpressible guilt among the gay and 
the innocent. There have been moments 
when I had thoughts of another descrip- 
tion—to plunge into the adventures of 
tvar^ or to brave the dangers of the tnt* 
veller in foreign and barbarous climates— 
to mingle in political intrigue, or to retire 
to the stern seclusion of the anchorites of 
our religion — ^All theafe af e thoughts which 
have alternately passed through my mind^ 
but each required an energy, which was 
mine no longer after the withering stroke 
I had received. I vegetated on as I could 
in the same spot,— fancy, feeling, judg- 
ment, and health, gradually decaying, like 
a tree whose bark has been destroyed,-— 
when first the blossoms fade^ then the 
boughs, until its state resembles the de- 
cayed and dying trunk that is now before 
you. Po you now pity and forgive me ?" 
" My Lord,** answered the Antiquary, 
much affected, "my pity — my forgiveness, 
you have not to ask, for your dismal story 
is of itself not only an ample excuse for 
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whatever appeared mysterious in your con- 
duct^ but a narrative that might move your 
worst euemies (and I, my Lord» was never 
of tbe number) to tears and to sympathy. 
Bat permit me to ask what you now mean 
to do, and why you have honoured me^ 
whose opinion can be of little consequence, 
with your confidence on this occasion ?" 

"Mr Oldbttck,*' answered the Earl, " as 
I could never have foreseen the nature 
of that confession which I have heard 
this day, I need not say, that I had no 
filmed plan of consulting you or any one 
upon affairs, tbe teaidency of which I could 
not even have suspected. But I am with* 
out friends, unused to business, and, by 
long retirement, unacquainted alike with 
the laws of the land and the habits of the 
living generation ; and where, most unex- 
pectedly, I find myself immersed in the 
matters of which I know least, I catdh, 
like a drowning man, at the first support 
that offers. You are that support, Mr 01d« 
buck. I have always heard you mention- 
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ed as a man of wisdonii and intelligent^ 
I have l(no,wn you myself as. a man of a ve^ 
solute and independent spiritr-*-and tkere ta 
one cif cum&taiice/' said he, ^^ which ought 
to combine us in some degree^our having 
paid tribute to the same excellence of cha- 
racter in poor Eveltae. You offered your- 
self to me in my need^ and you were al-' 
leady acquainted with the beginning of 
my misfortunes. To you, therefore, I have 
recourse for advice, for sympathy, for su^« 
port*' 

'' You shall seek none of them in vain>s 
my Lord/' said Oldbiick, " so far as my 
slender ability extends ; and I am honour- 
ed by the preference, whe^er it arises 
from choice or is prompted by chance. 
But this is a matter to be ripely consider- 
ed. May I ask what are your principal 
views at present ?*' 

"To ascertain the fate 6£ my child,''' 
said the Earl, "be the consequences what 
they may* and to do justice to the hon 
aour of Eveline,, which ! have only p^i; 

■ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TBS ANTIftUART. tOS 

mitted to be suspected to avoid discovery 
of tfaci yet more honible taint, to which. I 
was made to believe it liable.'' > j 

** And the memory of your mother ?*' . 

" Must bear its own burthen/' answer- 
cd.tbe Earl, with a sigh ; "better that she 
were Justly convicted of deceit, should 
that be found necessary, than that others 
should be unjustly accused of crimes sa 
much more dreadful" 

"Then, my Lord," said Oldbuck, " our 
first business must be to put the informa- 
tio& of the old woman, Elspeth, into a re* 
gular and authenticated form«'' 

" That;* said Lord Glenallan, « will be 
at pre&ent, I fear, in^i^ossible — She is ext 
hausted herself, and surrounded by her 
distressed family. To-morrow^ perhapsi 
when she is alone~and yet I. doubt, from 
her imperfect sense of right, or. w/ongi 
whether she would speak out in any ojde'a 
preschce but my. ownrrl. too am sorelyt 
&tigu»li;'' 
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whom the interest of the momeiit eleva^ 
ied above points of expenee and convex 
nience, which had generally more than 
enough of weight with hrm, ''^ I would 
propose to your Lordship, instead ef re^^ 
turning, fatigued as you are,^ so £uf as to 
Glenallan-house, or taking the more un* 
e^mfoi^table alternative of going to a bad 
inn at Fairport, to alarm all the busy bodies 
of the town— I would propose, I say, that 
yon should be noy guest at Monkbarns for 
this night— By: to-morrow these poor peo* 
pie will have renewed their out-o£»doors 
vocation, for sorrow with them affords no 
respite from labour, and we will visit ^he 
old woman, Elspeth, alone, and take down 
her examination. '' 

After a formal apology for the encroach^ 
ment. Lord Glenallan agreed to go with 
him, and underwent with patience in their 
Return home the whole history of John of 
the Girnellf a legend which Mr Oldbuck 
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vaj3 liever known to spare any one wba 
crossed his threshold. 

The arrival of a stranger of such note, 
with two saddle horses and a servant m 
blacky which servant had holsters on his 
saddle-bow, and a coronet upon theholsters, 
created a general commotion in the house 
of Monkbarns« Jenny Rintheruut, scarce 
recovered from the hysterics which she had 
taken upon hearing, of poor Steenie*s mis- 
fortune, chased about the turkeys and poul« 
try, cackled and screamed louder thaa 
they did, and ended by killing one*faaIf 
too many. Miss Gnselda made many wise 
reflections on the hot headed wilfulness of 
her brother, who had occasioned suth a 
devastation, by suddenly bringing in up- 
on them a papist nobleman. And she vetk 
tured to transmit to Mr Blatttrgowl some 
hint of the unusual slaughter which had ta« 
ken place in the basse-^our^ which brought 
the honest clergyman lo enquire bow hid 
friend Monkbams had got home, and wfae<« 
ther he was not the worse of being at the 
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fbneraly at a period so near the striking^ 
of the gong for dinner, that the Antiqua*- 
ry had no choice left but to invite him 
to stay and bless the meat. Miss M'ln* 
tyre had on her part some. curiosity to see 
this mighty peer of whom all had heard, 
as an eastern caliph or sultan is heard- 
of by his subjects, and felt some degree 
of timidity at the idea of encountering a 
person» of whose unsocial habits and stern 
manners so many stories were told, that 
her fear kept at least pace with hJer curio* 
sity. The aged housekeeper was no less? 
flustered and hurried in obeying the nir« 
merous and contradictory commands of 
her mistress, concerning preserves, pastry, 
and fruit, the mode of marshalling and 
dishing the dinner^ the^ necessity of not 
permitting the melted butter to run to 
oil, and the danger of allowing Juno,—* 
who, though formally bamshed from the 
parlour^ failed not to maraud about the 
out^ettlemcnts of the fainily,~to entcc 
thje kitchen^ 
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The only inmate of Moukbarns who re* 
mainecT entirely indifferent en this mo- 
mentous occasion was Hector Mlntyre^ 
who cared no more for an Earl than he 
did for a commoner> and who was only in<^ 
tetested in his visit, as it would afford 
some protection against his uncle's dis« 
pleasure, if he harboured any» for his 
not attending the funeral, and still more 
against his satire upon the subject of hisr 
gallant but unsucccfssful single combat 
with the phoca, or seal. 

To these, the inmates of his household, 
Oldfauck presented the Earl of Glenallan, 
who underwent, with meek and subdued 
civility, the prosing speeches of the ho- 
nest divine, and the lengthened apologies 
of Miss Griselda Oldbuck, which her bro- 
ther in vain endeavoured to abridge. Be- 
fore the dinner hour. Lord Glenallan re- 
quested permission to retire a while to his 
chamber. Mr Oldbuck accompanied his 
guest to the Green Room, which had been 
hastily prepared for his reception. He 
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looked around with an air of painful re* 
collection. 

" I think," at length he observed, '' I 
think, Mr Oldbuck, that I have, been in 
this apartment before." 

*' Yes, my Lord," answered OldBuck^ 
'' upon occasion of an excursion hither 
from Knockwinnock— and since we are 
upon a subject so melancholy, you maj 
perhaps remember whose taste supplied 
these lines from Chaucer, which now form 
the motto of the tapestry." 

"I guess," said the Earl, " though I 
cannot recollect— She excelled me, indeed^ 
in Jiterary taste and information, as in 
every thing else; and it is one of the mys- 
terious dispensations of Providence, Mr 
Oldbuck, that a creature so excellent in 
mind and body should have hetn cut off 
in so miserable a manner, merely from her 
having formed a fetal attachment to such 
a wretch as I am." 

Mr Oldbuck did not attempt an an- 
swer to this burst of the grief which lay 
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ever nearest to the heart of his guest, but^ 
pressing Lord Glenallan's hand with one 
of his oi^n, and drawing the other across 
his shaggy eyelashes, as if to brush away 
a mist that intercepted his sight, he left 
the Earl at liberty to arrange himself pre- 
vious to dinner. 
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GHAPTER VL 



> Life, with yon. 



Glows in the brain and dances in the arteries;. 
Tis like the wine some joyous guest hath qufif d» 
That glads the heart and elevates the fancy :-*-> 
Mine it the poor residuum of the cup. 
Vapid, and dull, and tasteless, only soiling 
With its hafe dregs the vessel that contains it. 

." Now only think what a man my bro- 
ther is, Mr Blatt^rgowl, for a wise man 
and a learned man, to bring this Yerl into 
our house without speaking a single word 
to a body !— And there's the distress of thae 
Mucklebackets— we canna get a fin o' fish 
^and we hae nae time to send ower to Fair- 
port for beef, and the mutton's but new 
killed— and that silly fliskmahpy, Jenny 
Rintherout> has ta'en the exies, and done 
naething but langh and greet, the skirl at 
the tail o' the guffd, for twa days success- 
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fully— and now wc maun ask that strange 
roaHj that's as grand and as grave as the 
Yerl himseli to stand at the sideboard ! 
And I canna gang into the kitchen to di- 
rect any thing, for he*s hovering there ma- 
king some pousowdie for my Lord, for he 
doesna eat like ither folk neither— -And 
how to sort the strange servant man at 
dinner time— I am sure, Mr Blattergowl, 
a' thegither, it passes my judgment.'* 

** Truly, Miss Grisclda," replied the di- 
vite, ^' Monkbarns was inconsiderate. He 
should have ta'en a day to see the invita- 
tion, as they do wi* the titular's conde- 
scendence in the process of valuation and 
sale.— But the great man could not have 
come on a sudden to /ony house in this 
parish where he could have been better 
served with Wv^r*— that I must say— and 
also that the steam from the kitchen is 
very gratifying to my nostrils— and if ye 
have ony household affairs to attend to, 
Mrs Griselda, never make a stranger of 
4 
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me— I can amuse myself very weel with 
the larger copy of Erskine's Institutes." 

And taking down from the window seat 
that amusing folio, (the Scottish Coke 
upon Littleton,) he opened it, as if in- 
stinctively, at the tenth title of Book Se- 
cond, " of Tiends, or Tythes,** and was 
presently deeply wrapped up in an ab- 
struse discussion concerning the tempora- 
lity of benefices. 

The entertainment, about which Miss 
Oldbuck expressed so much anxiety, was 
at length placed upofn the table ; and the 
£art of Glenallan, for the first time sjnce 
the date of his calamity, sat at a stranger's 
board surrounded by strangers. He seem- 
ed to himself like a man in a dream, or one 
whose brain was not fully recovered from 
the efiects of an intoxicating poison. Re- 
lieved, as he had that morning been, from 
the image of guilt which had so long haunt- 
ed his imagination, he felt his sorrows as a 
lighter and more tolerable load, but was 
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Still unable to take any share in the con- 
versation that passed around him. It was, 
indeed, of a cast very different from that 
which he Jiad been aceustomed to. The 
bhintness of Oldbuck^ the tiresome apoIq« 
getic harangues of his sister, the pedantry 
of the divine, and the vivacity of the 
young soldier, which savoured much more 
of the camp than of the court, were all 
new to a nobleman who had lived in a re« 
tired and melancholy state for so many 
years, that the manners of the world seem* 
ed to him equally strange and unpleasing. 
Miss M^Intyre alone, from the natural 
politeness and unpretending simplicity of 
her manners, appeared to belong to that 
class of society to which he had been ac- 
customed in his earlier and better days. 

Nor did Lord Glenallan's deportment 
less surprise the company.. Though a 
plain but excellent family-dinner was pro- 
videdy (for, as Mr Blattergowl had justly 
said, it was impossible to surprise Miss 
Griselda when hfcr larder was empty,) and 
6 
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though the Antiquary boasted his best 
port, and assimilated it to the Falemian 
of Horace, Lord Glenallan was proof to 
-the allurements of both. His servant 
placed before him a small mess of vege- 
tables, that very dish, the cooking of 
which had alarmed Miss Griselda, arran- 
ged with the most minute and scrupulous 
neatness. He eat sparingly of these pro- 
visions; and a glass of pure water, spark« 
ling from the fountain head, completed 
his repast. Such, his servant said, had 
been his Lordship's diet for very many 
years, unless upon the high festivals of 
the Church, or when company of the first 
rank were entertained at Glenallan-house, 
when he relaxed a little in the austerity 
of his diet, and permitted himself a glass 
or two of wine. But at Monkbarns, no 
anchoret could make a more simple and 
scanty meal. 

The Antiquary was a gentleman, as we 
have seen, in feeling, but blunt and care- 
less in expression, from the habit of living 
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with those before whom he had nothing 
to suppress. He attacked his noble guest 
without scruple on the severity of his re- 
gimen, 

^' A few half-cold greens and potatoes— 
a glass of ice-cold water to wash them 
down — antiquity gives no warrant for it, 
my Lord. This house used to be account- 
ed.a hospitiuniy a place of retreat for Chris* 
tians ; but your Lordship's diet is that of 
a heathen Pythagorean, or Indian Bramin 
—nay, more severe than either, if you re- 
fuse these fine apples.** 

** I am a Catholic, you are aware," said 
Lord Glenallan, wishing to escape from 
the discussion, '^ and you know that our 
church" 

"Lays down many rules of mortifica- 
tion, but I never heard that they were 
quite so rigorously practised — Bear wit- 
ness my predecessor, John of the Girnell^ 
or the jolly Abbot, who gave his name to 
this apple, my Lord." 

And as he pared the fruit, in spite of 
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his sistert " O fie, Mpnkbatris," atfd *tTie 
prolonged congh of the midister, accdife- 
panied by a shake of his huge wig, the 
Antiquary proceeded to detail the intrigue 
which had given rise to the fatiie 6( the 
abbot's apple 'with iho^e slyiies^ aifd ciN 
cnmstaiatialJty than was at all hecessrfrj'. 
His jest (as may readily be cdbcelvefl) 
missed fire, for this anecdote of cdttVten- 
tual gallantty failed to produce th^ sliglit- 
est smile on the Visage of the Ekrl. Old- 
buck then lookup the subject df^Ossiah, 
Macpherson, and Mac*Cribb; but Ldtd 
•^Glenallan had never so much ais heard of 
any of the thWe, so little cdnvcr^aiit haA 
he been with mbddrn literatuf e. The'cbn- 
versation was now in some danger of flag- 
ging, or of falling into the hands t>f Mr 
Blattergowl, who had just ptt>nouh(ied'the 
foffnidable word, « tiend-ffee," when the 
isubject of the French Hevoliitibn 'isras 
started; a political event on Which Lord 
Glenallan looked with all the prejudiced 
)iorror of a bigotted Catholic and siealous 



d by Google 



nfiitacrftt Qldbuok w^s far from carry- 
ing his detestation of its principles so fan 

**Tbete>vfn^ oa^ny.men in the first con- 
stituent assembly," he jsaid, *^ fwho held 
jsoand whjggish doctrines, and were for 
^ttlii^ the government with a prpper 
^provision foT the liberties of the people* 
And if a set t>f fiitious madmen were now 
in iposMssion of the ^government. It w9A 
i?bat often happened in great revolution;, 
whetreeKtreme measures are adopted in the 
fury of ^he moment, ^nd the state resem* 
bles an agitated pendulum which swiiigg 
from side to. side for some time^er^e it .can 
acquire its due and j>e^pendicular.statiQi). 
Or it might be likened to a storm or bur-* 
ri<»ine,^hich,jpassi^ jQver a regijojci, does 
great damage in its . passage, yet rs weeps 
awayst^nant and vUnwholesx^me vapours, 
and rfp;^yfl,,in future health, ^d fertility, 
its immediaterclesQlation j»nd rav^jge*'' 

(The ]^arl shook bts head; but haying 
sifithf F spirit riior in(^imti«a; for debate, 
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suffered the argument to pass uncontest* 
ed. 

This discussion served to introduce the 
young soldier*s experiences ; and he spoke 
of the actions in which he had been en- 
gaged with modesty, and, at the same 
time, with an air of spirit and zeal which 
delighted the Earl, who had been bred up, 
like others of his house, in the opinion, 
that the trade of arms was the first duty 
of man, and believed that to employ them 
against the French was a sort of holy war- 
fare. 

" What would I give,** said he apart to 
Oldbuck, as they rose to join the ladies in 
the drawing-room, ** what would I give 
to have a son of such spirit as that young 
gentleman !— He wants something of ad- 
dress and manner, something of polish, 
which mixing in good society would soon 
give him-^but with what zeal and anima- 
tion he expresses himself — how fond of 
his profession — how loud in the praise of 
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otjbers^how modest whea speaking of 
himself!'' 

" Hector is much obliged to you, my 
Lord ; I believe in my heart nobody ever 
spoke half, so much good of him before, 
(except perhaps the serjeant of bis com- 
pany , when he was wheedling a Highland 
recruit to enlist with him. He is a good 
lad notwithstanding, although he be not 
quite the hero your Lordship supposes him, 
and although my commendations rather at* 
tend the kindness, than the vivacity of his 
character. I can assure you, his high spi- 
rit is a sort of constitutional vehemence^ 
which attends him in every thing he sets 
abouti and is often very inconvenient to 
his friends. I saw him to-day engage in 
an animated contest with a phoca^ or seal, 
{sealgh, our people more propedy call them, 
retaining, the Gothic guttural gh,) with 
asmjiich vehemence as if he had fought 
against Dumourier — Marry, my Lord, the 
pheca had the better, as the said Dumou- 
rier had of some other folks. And he'll 
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talk with equal if not superior rapttn^ ^ 
the good behaviour of a pointer bttefa, a» 
of the plan of a campaign^^ 

'^ He shall' ha^e fViU permmion to«por4^ 
over my grounds/' said^the Earl, ^* if be w 
so fbnd of that exercise/' 

<• You^ will bind him to jwl^ my Loffdw 
, body a<id soul ; give htm leave to^ cracfc 
off his tRrdin^piece at a poor C0vey i£ 
partridges, or nfiooF-fowl> and he's^youm-fow 
even I vA& enchant him by^ the intelli*. 
gence. But O^ my Lordv that yoia eouMt 
have seen' my phoenix Lov«l!--*tlie veig^ 
pYince Md cftief taisn> of tbe yontb of tfaia 
age; and not dtslitule cf spiei^ B0ititefr^ 
I promisir you^he gavie my^ teonagmt kna* 
maii^ a fuiS pr& qu$^-^^ Rowland fiar hia 
OtiVer, as the vulgar say, aliudiiig ta tin 
Wo celebrated^ Patadin» of Chaskflnasnc^'^ 
After eofiise, Lord Gfonidlaft re<|uestMl « 
private interview with the An^Ciiiusiy^ and 
iras ushered to his library. 

** I mu^t withdraiw you from your tivm 
ativiaWe family/' he said, " to imvoive you 
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in i^liif. p^j;plexLtie& p( au uuhap^y man. 
Tw «r« 8\9<gm^i,n>t^^ \yith tb^ world, from 
which I have Ifmg been b;^nisj;ied; fOiT 
^idf^ipk^Uajp^h^u^ hf^ been to me caliber a 
prison than a dwelling, alt;bqug^ a p,ci3Q|i 
which I had neitljieif fojrtitud^ J)px spirit to 
l^^ak fron?/'^ 

^^ X<et pjie first ask y(;^u^ Lordship, wMt 
spe y<m 9 Vft wishes an4 des^gw wx thw 
fi^at^B" 

" I wish most especis^Uy to d|39l^re my 
unhappy mai^riag^, ^nd to, vindicate the 
ii^V0tH>n of the unhappy Eveline ; that 
hf if yo^ i^e a ^sibiUl;y of doing so with- 
at%t( ni^l^iffig public tl^ co^di^ct qf my mo-^ 

<* ^lim (iW^m trihmto^i' wd the A^i^Wr 
q»ary^ '^ ^ ngh^^ to e^yeyy g^ie. The m?- 
«¥)ry of this vph^gy ypvng lady ha« too 
lQ9g SHffer^; ^iUd. I t}}ink it might he 
el^fe.4 withcm^ fwtl*c>p i^PPfi^^ching that of 
y9W5 V^^^k»h ^a^ by let,t}^i;ig ys Ijie undeir- 
Hooci in g«neF4 th%<i ^ gr«^% disap- 
^loYis4 9S4 bMtei^\y. opposi^ thse match. 
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All— forgive me, my Lord — whoever heard 
of the late Countess of Glenallan, will learn 
that without much surprise. '^ 

" But you forget one horrible circum- 
stance, Mr Oldbuck/' 

*• I am not aware of it." 

" The fate of the infant — its disappear- 
ance with the confidential attendant of 
my mother, and the dreadful surmises 
which may be drawn from my conversa- 
tion with Elspeth." 

" If you would have my free opinion, 
my Lord, and will not catch too rapidly 
at it as matter of hope, I would say, 
that it is very possible the child yet lives. 
For thus much I ascertained, by my form- 
er enquiries concerning the event of that 
deplorable evening, that a child and wo- 
man were carried that night from the 
cottage at the Craigburnfoot in a car- 
riage and four by your brother Edward 
Geraldin Neville, whose journey towards 
England with these companions t traced 
for several stages. I believed then it was 
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a part of the family compact to carry a 
child whom you meant to stigmatize with 
illegitimacy, out of that country, where 
chance might have raised protectors and 
proofs of its rights. But I now think that 
your brother, having reason, like yourself, 
to believe the child stained with shame 
yet more indelible, had nevertheless with- 
drawn it, partly from regard to the honour 
of his house, partly from the risk to wliich 
it might have been exposed in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Lady Glenallan/^ 

As he spoke, the Earl of Glenallan grew 
extremely pale, and had nearly fallen from 
bis chair. The alarmed -Antiquary ran hi- 
ther and thither looking for remedies ; but 
his museum, though sufficiently well filled, 
with avast variety of useless mSlters^ con* 
tained nothing that could be serviceable 
on that or any other occasion. As he post- 
ed out of the room to borrow his ^isterV 
salts, he could not help g.ivtng a constitu* 
tional growl of chagrin and wonder at the 
various incidents, which had converted hi& 
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mansion, first into an hospitd for a wonndl* 
ed duellist, and w>w into the sick chamber 
of a dying noWeman. *• And yct/^ said he^ 
** I have always kept aloof from the sol- 
diery and the peerage. My eancbithm hai^ 
only next to be made a lying«in hospital 
and then, I trov, the transformatioa wilt 
be Complete." 

When he retarned with the remedy^ 
Lord Glenallan vsras much better. The new 
and unexpected light which Mr Oldbnck 
had thrown upon the melancholy history 
of his family had almost overpowered him. 
" You think then, Mr CWdbu^k,— for you 
are capable of thinking, which I am not, — 
you think, then, that it is possi4ble~that is^ 
not impossible*— my child may yet live?*^ 

'^ I think,** said the Antiquary, " it is im- 
possible that it cottld come to any violent 
harm through your brother's means* He 
was known to be a gay arid dissipated maa,. 
but not cruel nor dishonourable, — nor is 
it possible, that, if he had intended any 
foul play, he would have placed himself so 
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fiprward m the charge of the infant, as I 
will jaQvp to yaur I-ordship he did.** 

So sayiogi Mr Oldbuck opened a drawer 
of the cabinet of hh ancestor, Aldobrand, 
and produced a biindle of papers tied with 
a black ribband, and labelled^ Examina- 
tions, &c. taken by Jonathan Oldbuck, 
J. P. upon the 18th of February, 17—; * 
littk under w^s written, in a sm^ll hand, 
J^fieu Evelina/ The tears dropped fast from 
tb€ Earl's eyes, as he endeavoured, in vain, 
to unfasten the knot which secured these 
documents. 

" Your Lordship,** §aid Mr Oldbuck, 
" had better not read these at present — 
agitate/), fis yoi^ are, and having mudi 
}H>i^in^§s bi^fore ypu, you mpst not exhaust 
your str,eBgtb. Yoyj b^-Qther's succession 
is now, I presume, your own, and it will 
, be easy for you to make enquiry among 
i his $ervant$ a^nd retainers^ so as to hear 
where the child is, if, fortunately, it shall 
be still alive/' 
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" I dare hardly hope it,— why should 
my brother have been rilent to me ?** 

*^ Nay, my Lord ! why should be have 
communicated to your Lordship the exist*- 
ence of a being, whom you must hav,e sup* 
posed the offspring of" 

** Most true — there is an obvious and a 
kind reason for his being silent. If any 
thing, indeed, could have added to the 
horjor of the ghastly dream that has pen* 
soned my whole existence, it must have 
been the knowledge that such a child of 
misery existed.*^ 

" Then— although it would be rash to 
conclude, at the distance of more tha& 
twenty years, that your son must needs 
be still alive, because he was not destroy-, 
ed in infancy, I own I think you shouki 
instantly set on foot enquiries/^ 

" It shall be done,** replied Lord Glen- 
allan— " I will write to a faithful steward 
of my father, who acted in the same capa- 
city under my brother NevHle — but, Mr 
Oldbuck, I am not my brother's heir*** 
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*' Indeed! — I am sorry for that, my 
Lord — it is a nobte estate, and the ruins 
of the old castle of NevilleVBurgh alone, 
which are the most superb reliques of An- 
glo-Norman architecture in that part of 
the country, are a possession much to be 
coveted. I thought your father had no 
other son or near relative/' 

" He had not, Mr Oldbuck,'* replied 
Lord Glenatlan ; ** but my brother adopt- 
ed views in politics, and a form of religion^ 
alien from those which had heen always 
held by our house* Our tempers had long 
differed, nor did my unhappy mother al- 
ways think him sufficiently observant to 
her. In short, there was a family quarreU 
and my brother, whose property was at his 
own free disposal, availed himself of the 
power vested in htm to cHuse a stranger 
for his heir. It is a matter which never 
struck me as being of the least conse- 
quence ; for, if warldly possessions could 
alleviate misery, I have enough and to 
spare. But now I shall regret it, if it 
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throws any difficulty in the w^y of eur 
eDquiries—and I lp<9thiak roe that it loay ; 
for, in ca$e of my having a lawful son of 
my body, and my brother dying witbowt 
Us^e, my father's posseswoi^ stood w^ilp 
ed upon my son. It is not, thorefore^ liJm* 
ly that this heir^ be who he ipay, will af^ 
ford us assistance in naaking a dispovery 
which may turn out so much to bis owa 
prejudice. '" 

*^ And in all probalnlity the st«w«f4 
your Lordfthip mentionB is also in hi^ 9fc- 
vice." 

'^ It is most likely ; and the man being^ 
a Protefitant— bow far '^ is saf^r to e«trii»t 
him- 

'* I should b^pe, my Lprd, that a PrjO- 
testant may be a^truMworthy a$ a Q^hokUf. 
I am doubly intei>fst«d in th« Pcotciatant 
faithi my Lord. My anQf stor, Aldo|)rari;»4 
Qldenbui;!^ printed the c^brated Con- 
fession pf Augsburg, as J can shew by the 
original edition now in thi^ bouse." 
j: ?" I have n^t tibe Itast dpubtj Mr 014* 
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bttck^ HOT do I $peak out of bigotiy or tor 
tcderance; but probably the Protectant 
steward will favour the Protestant heir 
rather than the Cathcdic~if, indeed, my 
soia has been bied in hi& &thef s £ajrth~Qr». 
alas ! if indeed be yet lives." 

^^ We most look close into this," said 
OldbBck, *^ belbre committing ouraeiivei; 
i have a litesary fri^ui^ at York, with wrhom 
I have long corresponded on the subgcct of 
the Saxon liotn that i& preserved in the 
Minster theie ; we intefchanged tetters for 
six years, \ind have only as y€t been able 
to settle the first line of the inscription^ 
I wiU write forthwith to this gentleman, 
Dr Ehyasdust, and be particular in my cn- 
q«iiries oenoetning the character, &;c. of 
your brother's heir, and arhat else may be 
iikeiy to further your Lordship's enquiries.. 
In the meantime your Lordship will go|- 
leet the evidence t>f the marriage^ which 
i hope can still be recovered*'' 

** UnqnestiottaWy— the witnesses who 
were formerly withdrawn fiom your re* 
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search are still living. My tutor, who so- 
lemnized the marriagei was provided for 
by a living in France, and has lately re- 
turned to this country as an emigrant^ a 
victim of his zeal for loyalty, legitimacy, 
and religion." 

" That^s one lucky consequence of the 
French Revolution, my Lord— you must 
allow that at least— but no offence^ I will 
act as warmly on your affairs as if I were 
of your own faith in politics and religion.^ 
And take my advice— If you want an af- 
fair of consequence properly managed^ put 
it into the hands of an antiquary ; for, as 
they are eternally exercising their genius 
and research upon trifles, it is impossible 
they can be baffled in affairs of import- 
ance—use makos perfect; aud the corps 
that is most frequently drilled upon the 
parade will be most prompt in its exercise 
upon the day of battle.-- And, talkiiag upon 
that subject, I would willingly read to your 
Lordship, in order to pass away the time 
betwixt and supper" 
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^^ I beg I may not derange family ar- 
rangements,'' said Lord Glenallan, " bat I 
never taste any thing after sun-set." 

" Nor I neither, my Lord, notwithstand- 
ing it is said to have been the custom of 
the ancients— but then I dine differently 
from your Lordship, and therefore am bet- 
ter enabled to dispense with those elabo- 
rate entertainments which my womankind 
(that is, my sister and niece, my Lord,) are 
apt to place on the table, for the display ' 
rather of their own housewifery than the 
accommodation of our wan^ts. — However, a 
broiled bone, or a smoked haddock, or an 
oyster, or a slice of bacon of our own cu- 
ring, with a toast and a tankard— or some- 
thing or other of that sort, to close the ori- 
fice of the stomach before going to bed, 
does not fall under my restriction, nor, I 
hope, under your Lordship's/' 

" My no-supper is literal, Mr Oldbuck ; 
but I will attend you at your meal with 
pleasure." 

" Well, my Lord, I will endeavour to 
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eii>tertaia your eaiss at leaAt, siMe I can- 
not banquet yoi>r paUte. WJiaA I an 
about to. read to your Lordabip relate U> 
the uplaxKl glens/' 

Lord Glenallan, tbough be would rati^ 
have recurred to tbe sulijjec^ ol Im o»wii 
uttGertaintieSi was cgmpeUed t^ naakc at 
sign of rueful civilily and acquiesc^iice. 

The Antiquary, therefore, took out bi^ 
portfelia of loose sheets, aii4 after pre* 
misjng that the Itoppgraphioal; details bere 
laid dowi^ wej^ desagiied to^ iUwtr^ a. 
slight essay^ upcm castuinetation, wfakh 
had been read with indulgenee at aeverol 
societies of Antiquasiea, b« coxmnenecdaii 
foUawa: " The sublet, my L^rd, is the 
bill-fort of Qui^ems^bog, with the^ site Qf 
whidiyour l^ordahip is doubtless fEM^iUar: 
I^ is upon yaur stpre-farw of MfintaRnei, 
in the barony of CtoohnaheB.** 
/ *^ I think I We bear^d the names of 
these placea," said the Earl, in iiiswQi ^ 
the Antiquary's appeaU 
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"> Heaasd thfi> Mfn0 ? anA iii» f^rapr ^mg% 
hm six laifldred % ]^«ArhF.Q ior4 !;" 

Sw^! wu the aoarce att;b4u«4 ^c«j(«|iili!)t 
ofthe Antiqu^y. But bin hoApita^ty g9^ 
the betterofi hia.mtfnte, ttmA hi p«o«e.e4n 
(d to teud bis essa^ witib ao.iwdiil9i£e toIbs* 
iagtealiglce at having; saewMd % p^^^^ 
aadt. as bft foadiy bof ed^ an inl^raN^ f»* 
tient. 

" Qw«lQ»iil-bog m^' «t JGwra^l seem t& ^ 
DTB iita name fjFoi» tbe pla;«t %)ip^!(nii bjl 
«hi^».Sa>/#tQ^ we.uBdecslia94eQK|cbr«<«Ui; 
dog-graM, or tbe TrUkum r^jp«qf of |i«< 
aa«s» and the cKWimon EvglkAn menQsy^r 
lable £tgr» by whiqb vr« 9«ikii, iA pq|t«l«r 
kaguag«* a namb «i^ m«ra^» in li4iM^ 
Pa^biw, fi»t it is»x confoiHAd tb# ra«j|k 
adi^jic«» of tbe i»9re obviotis ety«^b)||^ 
eal (l«t»v«tw»»» to i«w«» tb«l tb« tsflUQbf^ 
grass, c» dog-grMft* or> to 9p9a)c f^ienti^* 
catty,, tha tti^mm rtpam of Ljon^ew, dc(^« 
»ot p«v witbin a qtta^^ of « Wl? ^C 
this cMian»n» or bjljrfflf*, wboip rauip^Ft* 
«e. unifei»»\y ele^i wirt* %b9ti v^ct 
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dant turf ; and that we must seek a bog 
or palus at a still greater distance, the 
nearest being that of Gird-the*mearjr a 
full half-mile distant. The last syllable, 
bogf is obviously, therefore, a mere corrup- 
tion of the Saxon Burgh, which we find ia 
the various transmutations of Burghs Bur* 
r&WyBroughy Bruf, Bvff\ and Bqffl which 
last approaches very near the sound in 
question — since, supposing the word to 
have been originally horgh^ which is the 
genuine Saxon spelling, a slight change, 
such as modern organs too often make 
upon ancient sounds, will produce first 
Boghy and then elisa H, or, compromising 
and sinking the guttural, agreeable to a 
common practice, you have either Baff^or 
Bog as it happens. The word Qm^^lcens 
requires in like manner to be altered,— de- 
composed as it were>— and reduced to its 
original and genuine sound ere we can 
discern its real meaning. By the ordinary 
exchange of the Qu into Wh, familiar to 
the rudest tyro who has opened a book of 
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old Scottish poetry, we gain either Whil- 
kens, or Whichens-borgh '— put, we may 
suppose^ by wj^y of question, ^s if those 
who imposed the name, struck with the 
extreme antiquity of the place, had ex* 
pressed in it an interrogation, •* To whom 
did this fortress belong?" — Or, it might be 
fFhgckenS' burgh, from the Saxon fVhacken^ 
to strike with the band, as doubtless the 
skirmishes near a place of such apparent 
consequence must have legitimated such a 
derivation," &c, &c. &c. 

I will be more merciful to my readers 
than Oldbuck was to his guest ; for, con* 
sidering his opportunities of gaining pa^ 
tient attention from a person of such con- 
sequence as Lord Glenallan were not many, 
he used, or rather abused, the present to 
the uttermost 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

'Gnhbed age addhyoolh 

Camiot live together :— . 
Youth is full of pleasaunoe^ 

Age is full of care; 
Yotitb like euBimer luors. 

Age lfte*wiDter wqi tfief ; 
Youth like iummer braWt 

Age like winter Inure. 

SHAKflFEARX. 

hn the ittwning of tbe foUowitig day, 
4he Antiquafy, who was .60fiaiel^iiiig'Of.« 
•«higgv4> '^^^ ftummoiied r fcoai ; his h%d a 
•fuU faoiat earlkr tfaanibtff ^mstoth by^Gaxoii. 

^* Whal^'tiie matter BOW ?** lie^CKclaun- 
cedy yawning and «ti^tefaiog forth ht» baud 
to tbe huge gold repeater, wbicfa, liodded 
upon his India silk handkerchief, was laid 
safe by his pillow—" What's the matter 
now, Caxon?— it can't be eight o'clock 
yet/' 

'* Na, sir,— but my Lord's man sought 
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ralley-de-shaii],— 'snd Me I nm, there's nae 
doubt 0% b&ith your hdnotti^B and ithe^xni- 
i)i»ter's^-^t least ye boe nae other that I 
keno'— and I gie a help to Sir Arthur too, 
but that's mttir in the way o' iny<profos»- 
Bton.*' 

*' Well, ivell-^nevbr mind that—happy 
is ht ^bat is his on^n vaUey**de*shani, as 
you call it— but why distufb^niy momisg^ 
mt?'' 

'*Ou, sir, the greatmafuVbeenupsinee 
peep o' dafy, and be*s steered tfa« town to 
get awa' ain express to fetch his carriage, 
and it will be here briefly,' and lie ^irad' lite 
to see your honour afore be > gaes awa*.** 

'^ Oadso ! these ^feat tnen use oue'^s 
houte sind their time us if it were thei^ 
own property. Well, it^s 4>nce and ^vmy. 
--Has Jenny come ''^to her ^dnses yet, 
Gax^n?'' 

" Troth, sir, but just niiddliug-^die% 
^e^n in a swither about the jocoUte thiis 
'luor^ing^ and WM Uke to hae toomed it a* 
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out into the slap-bason, and drank it licr- 
sel in her exstacies— but she's won ower 
wi% wi' the help o' Miss Mlntyre/' . 

*' Then all my womankind arc on foot 
and scrambiirig, and I must be in my quiet 
bed no longer, if I would have a well-re- 
gulated house— Lend me my gown.— And 
what are the news at Fairport ?" 

" Ou, sir, what can tbey be about but this 
grand news o' my Lord— that hasna been 
ower the door-stane, they threep to me, 
for this twenty years— this grand news of 
his coming to visit your honour !'' 

" Aha r said Monkbarns, " and what do 
they say of that, Caxon ?" 

" 'Deed, sir, they hae various opinions. 
Thae fallows that are the democraws, as 
they ca' them, that are again the king and 
the law and dressing o' gentlemen's hair— 
a wheen blackguards — they say he's come 
doun to speak wi' your honour about 
bringing doun his hill-lads and Highland 
tenantry to break up the meetings of the 
Friends o' the People— and when I said 

10 
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ydtirhofiour- never meddled wi' the like o* 
sic things where there was like to be straiks 
and bloodshed, they said, if ye didna, your 
nevoy did, and that he was weel ken'd to 
be a kingsman that wad fight knee*deep9 
and that ye were the head and he was 
the hditid, and that the Earl was to bring 
out the men and the siller," 

^* Come, I am glad the war is to cost me 
liotbing but counsel,^ 

" Na, na, naebody thinks your honour 
wad either 'fight yoursel, or gie.ony feck 
o' siHer to ony side o' the question/ 

" Umph ! well, that's the opinion of the 
democraws, as you call them-^What say 
the restof Fairpartf" 

*' ib tfoth>" safd thfc candid reporter, 
*' I canna say it's muckle better— Captain 
Coquet, of the volunteers,— that's him 
that's to be the new collector, — and some 
of the other gentlemcil of the Blue and a* 
Blue'Club) aYe just saying it's no right to 
let papists, that hac sae rnony French 
friends as the Yerl of Glenallan, gang 
Vol. III. o ^^ 
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through the country, and— but your hor 
nour will maybe be angry ?" 

" Not I, Caxon,— fire away as if you 
were Captain Coquet's whole platoon,— I 
can stand it." 

" Weel, then, they say, air, that as yc 
didna encourage the petition about th^ 
peace, and wadna petition in favour of the 
new tax, and as ye were again' bringing 
in the yeomanry at the meal mob, but just 
for settling the folk wi' the constables — . 
they say ye're no a gude friend to govern- 
ment ; and that thae sort o* meetings be<^ 
tween sic a powerfu' man as the Yerl, and 
sic a wise man as you»*^odd, they think: 
they suld be lookit after, and some say 
ye should baith be shankit afF till £di]i* 
burgh castle." 

*' On my word," said the Antiquary, " I 
am infinitely obliged to my neighbours for 
their good opinion of me ! And so, 1, that 
have never interfered with their bicker- 
ings, but to recommend quiet and mode- 
rate measures, am given up on both side* 
as a man very hkely to commit high trea- 
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soD| either against King or People?— 
Give mc my coat, Caxon,— give me my 
c6at-*-It*s lucky I live not in their report. 
*^Have you heard any thing of TaffVil and 
his vessel ?" / 

Caxon's countenance fell—*' Na, sir, 
and the winds hae been high, and this is 
a fearfu* coast to cruise on in thae easter* 
]y gales, — the headlands rin sae far out^ 
that a vesshell's embayed afore I could 
sharp a razor ; and then there's nae har- 
bour or city of refuge on our poast, a^ 
cratgs and breakers. A veshell that rins 
ashore wi' us flees asunder like the pow* 
ther when 1 shake the plufF— and it's as ill 
to gather ony o't again.— 1 aye tell my 
daughter thae things when she grows wea* 
ried for a letter frae Lieutenant Taffril-^ 
It^s aye an apology for him— Ye suldna 
blame him, says 1, hinnie, for ye little ken 
what may hae happened." 

^ Aye, aye, Caxon, thou art as good a 
comforter as a valet-de»chambre.— Give me 
a white stocky man,— d>e think 1 can go 
11 . 
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down with a* handkerchief about my necl^ 
¥^hen I have company ?" 

** Dear sir, the Captain says a three- 
nookit hankerdher is the maist fashionable 
overlay, and that stocks belang to your 
honoirr and me, that are auld-warld folk. 
—I beg pardon for mentioning us twa the* 
gither, but it was what he said.** 

" The Captain's a puppy, and you are a 
^oose, Caxon/* 

" It's very like it may be sae,— I am sure 
your honour kens best." 

Before breakfast. Lord Glenallan, Who 
appeared in better spirits than he had 
evinced in the former evening, went par- 
ticularly through the various circumstan-* 
ces of evidence which the exertions of Old- 
buck had formerly collected; and point- 
ing out the means which he possessed of 
completing the proof of his marriage, 
expressed his resolution instantly to go 
through the painful task of collecting and 
restoring the evidence concerning the 
birth of Eveline Neville, which Elspcth 
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had stated to be in his mother's posses- 
sion. 

" '^ And yet, Mr Oldbuck," he said, '^I 
feel like a man who receives important 
tidings, ere he is yet fully awake, and 
doubts whether they refer to actual life, 
or are not rather a continuation of his 
dream.— This woman,— this Elspeth,— she 
is in the extremity of age, and approach- 
ing in many respects^ to doJtage.^Have I 
. not,— it is a hideous question,-»-have X not 
been hasty in the admission. of her present 
evidence, against that which she formerly 
jgave me to a very—very different pur- 
pose r** 

Mr Oldbuck paused a moment, and then 
answered with firmness—" No, my Lord, 
I cannot think you. have any reason to 
suspect the truth of what she has told you 
last, from no apparent impulse but the ur- 
gency of conscience. Her confession was 
voluntary, disinterested, distinct, consist- 
ent with itself^ and with all the other 
known circumstances of the case* I would 
lose no timei however, in examining and 
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arranging the other documents to wbtch 
she has referred, and I also think her own 
statement should be taken down, if possii- 
ble, in a formal manner. We thought df 
setting about this together. But it will 
be a relief to your Lordship, and, more- 
over, have a more impartial appearance, 
were I to attempt the investigation alone, 
in the capacity of a magistrate. I will do 
this, at least I will attempt it, so soon as 
I shall see her tn a favourable state of 
mind to undergo an examination.'' 

Lord Gtenallan wrung his hands in to- 
^en of grateful acquiescence. ^ I cannot 
express to you,"* he said, ** Mr Oldbuck, 
bow much your countenance and co-ope- 
ration in this dark and most melanch^ 
business gives me relief and confidence. 
I cannot enough applaud myself for yield- 
ing to the wdden impulse which isi* 
pelled me, as it were, to drag you into 
my confidence, and which aro^e from the 
experience I had formerly of your firm- 
ness, in discharge of your duty as a ma- 
gistrate, and as a friend to the memory of 
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the unfortunate. Whatever the issue of 
these matters may prove, — and I fain would 
liope there is a dawn breaking on the for** 
tunes of my house, though I shall not live 
to enjoy its light,^ut whatsoever be the 
issue, you have laid my family and me un« 
der the most lasting obligation.** 

" My Lord/* answered the Antiquary^ 
** I must necessarily have the greatest re- 
spect for your Lordship's family, which I 
am well aware is one of the most ancient 
in Scotland, being certainly derived from 
Aymer de Geraldin, who sat in parliament 
at Perth, in the reign of Alexander IL, 
and who, by the less vouched, yet plausi* 
ble tradition of the country, is said to have 
been descended from the Marmor of Cloch- 
aaben.— But, wrtb all my veneration for 
your ancient descent, I must acknowledge 
that I find myself still more bound to give 
your Lordship what assistance is in my li* 
mited power, from sincere sympathy with 
your sorrows, and detestation at the frauds 
which have so long been practised upon 
you.— But, my Lord, the matin meal is^ I 
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* see, now prepared— Permit mc to she wyour 
Lordship the way through the intricacies 
of Diy coenobitium^ which is rather a combi- 
nation of cells, justled oddly together, and 
piled one upon the top of the other, than 
a regular house.— I trust you will make 
yourself some amends for the spare diet,ef 
yesterday.*' 

But this was no part of Lord Glenallan's 
system : having saluted the company with, 
the grave and melancholy politeness which 
distinguished his manners, his servant pla* 
ced before him a slice off toasted bread, 
with a glass of fair water, being, the fare 
upon which he usually broke his fast. 
While the morning's meal of the young 
soldier and the old Antiquary was dis- 
patched in a much more substantial maoK 
ner, the noise of wheels was' heard. 

" Your Lordship's carriage, I believe/* 
said Oldbuck, stepping to the windaw. 
'^ On my word, a handsome Quadriga, iors 
such, according to the best scholmm, waa 
the vox signata of the Romans of a chariot 
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which, like that of your Lordishipi was 
drawn by four horses." 

" And I will venture to say," cried Hec^ 
tor, eagerly gazing from the window, " that 
four handsomer or better-matched bays ne- 
ver were put in harness. — What fine fore- 
hands !— what capital cjhargers they would 
make !— Might I ask if they arc of your 
Lordship's own breeding ?** 

*' I— I— rather believe so," said Lord 
Glienallan ; " but I have been so negligent 
of my domestic matters, that I am ashamed 
to say I must apply to Calvert," (looking 
at the domestic.) 

" They are of your Lordship*s own breed- 
ing," said Calvert, " got by Mad Tom out 
of Jemima and Yarico, your Lprdship's 
brood mares." 

" Are there more of the set ?' said Lord 
Glenallan. 

" Two, my Lord,— one rising four,* the 
other five off this grass, both very hand-.^ 
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" Then let Dawkina bring them dowm 
to Monkbarns to-morrow— I hope Cap tarn 
JM 'In tyre will accept them, if they are at 
all fit for service. *• 

* Captain M'Intyre'ft eyes sparkled, and 
he was profuse in grateful acknowledge- 
ments ; while Oldbuck, on the other hand, 
seizing the Earl's sleeve, endeavoured to 
intercept a present which boded ao good 
to his corn-chest and hay-loft. 

" My Lord— my Lord^-much obliged*- 
much obliged— -but Hector is a pedestrian, 
and never mounts on horseback in battle- 
he is a highland soldier, moreover, and bis 
dress ill adapted for cavalry service. £ven 
Macpherson never mounted his ancestors 
on horseback, though he has the impuden(:e 
to talk of their being car-borne-**and that^ 
my Lord, is what is running in Hector's 
head— it is the vehicular, not the eques- 
trian exercise ^hich he envies — 

/' Sunt quos curriculo pulverem Olynqpicum 
Colleguse juvat.''— — 
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'^HjsQoddle is runniog on a curriclei whidi 
he has neitU^r money to buy, nor skill to 
drive if he had it— and I assure your Ix)rd- 
ship, that the possession of two such quad- 
nupeds would prove a greater scrape than 
apy of his duels, whether with human foe 
or with my friend the phoca.'* 

^' You must command m i^It at presfBot*'' 
Mr CHdbuck^" said the Earl politely, '' but 
I trust you will not ultimately prevent ipijr 
gratifying my young friend in some way 
that may afford him pleasure ?" 

** Any thing useful, my I^rd, but no 
curriculum — I protest he might as ration* 
ally propose to keep a quadriga at once — 
And now I think of it, what is that old 
•post-chaise from Fairport come jingling 
h,ere for ?— I did not send for it." 
r *« /did, sir/ said Hector rather &uH:iIy, 
for he was not much gratified by his uncle's 
interference to prevent the ^rl's intend* 
ed generosity, nor particularly inclined to 
relish either the dispara^gemeot wbi^h he 
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cast Upon his skill as a charioteer^ orti^e 
mortify ing allusion to his bad success io- 
the adventures of the duel and the seaL 

" You did, sir ?" echoed the Antiquary, 
in answer to his concise information. ^' And 
pray, what may be your business with a 
post-chaise ? — ^Is this splendid equipage — 
this bigaf as I may call it — to serve for 
an introduction to a gnadriga or a eurri^ 

" Really, sir^ if it be neeessary to give- 
you such a specific explanation, I. am go* 
ing to Fairport on a little business;** 

*^ Will you permit me to enquire into 
the nature of that business. Hector?— I 
should suppose any regimental affairs, 
might be transacted by your worthy, de* 
puty the serjeattt,-^an honest gentiemaD, 
who is so good' as to make Monkbarns his 
home since his arrival among us — I should, 
I say, suppose that he may transact any 
business of yours, without your spending 
a ilay's pay on tv^o dog-horsesi and such 
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a combination of rotten wood^ cracked 
gtass» and leather— such a skeleton of a 
post-chaise^ as that before the door." 

*^ It is not regimental business, sir, that 
calls me ; and, since you. insist upon know* 
mgf I must inform you, Caxon hasbrought 
word this morning that old Ochiltree, the 
beggar, is to be brought up for examina- 
tion to-day, previous to his being commit- 
ted for trial ; and I am^ going to see that 
the poor oM fellow gets fair play~thftt*s 

" Aye ?— .1* heard* something of this, bufr 
could not think it serious. And pray, Cap- 
tain Hector, who are so ready to be every 
man-s second on all occasions of strife, ci- 
vil or military,, by land, by water, or on 
the sea-beach, what is your especial con- 
cern with old Edie OdiHtree ?" 

" He was a soldier in my father's com- 
pany, sir ; and besides, when I was about 
to d^ a very foolish thing one day, he in- 
terfered to prevent me> and gave me al- 



d by Google 



158 tH£ ANTIQUAaY* 

moit as much good advtce» air, as you 
eould have done yourself/' 

** And with the same good effect* I dare 
be sworn for it— Eb, Hectpr ?— Comei con- 
fess it was thrown away/' 

** Indeed it was, sir, — but I see no rea* 
son that my foliy should make me lesA 
grateful for his intended kindness/' 

*' Bravo, Hector ! that's th^ mo^t seaii- 
ble thing I ever beard you say — but al» 
ways tell me your plans without reserve — 
why, I will go with you myself, man— I 
am sure the old fellow is not guilty, and I 
will assist him in such a scrape much more 
effectually thaq you can do. Besides, it 
will save thee half-a-guinea, my lad, a con- 
sideration which I heartily pray you to 
have more frequently before your eyes.** 

Lord Glenallan's poUteness had induced 
him to turn away and talk with the ladies^ 
•Vbein the dispute between the uncle and 
nephew appeared to grow rather too ani- 
mated to be fit for the ear of a stranger, 
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but the Earl mingled iajgain ib the conver- 
sation when the placable tone of the An« 
tiquary expressed amity. Having received 
a brief account of the mendicant, and of 
the accusation brought against him, which 
Oldbuck did not hesitate to ascribe to the 
malice of Dousterswivelj Lord Glenallan 
asked, whether the individual in question 
had not been a soldier formerly r — He was 
answered in the affirmative, 

** Had he not," continued his Lordshipa 
** a coarse, blue coat, or gown, with a 
badge ?— Was he not a tall, striking-look- 
ing old mani with grey beard and hair, 
who kept his body remarkably erect, and 
talked with an air of ease and indepen- 
dency which formed a strong contrast to 
his profession?'* 

" All this is ail exact picture of the 
nian>" returned Oldbuck. 

" Why, then," continued Lord Glenal* 
Ian, '* although I fear I can be of no use 
to him in his present condition, yet I owe 
him a debt of gratitude for being the first 
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person who brought me some tidings of 
the utmost importance, I would willing- 
ly offer him a place of comfortable retire- 
ment, when he is extricated from his pre* 
sent situation." 

" I fear, my Lord,** said Oldbuck, " he 
would have difficulty in reconciling his 
vagrant habits to the acceptance of your 
bounty, at least I know the experiment 
has been tried^ without effect. To beg 
from the public at targe he considers as 
independence, in comparison to drawing 
his whole support from the bounty of aa 
individual. He is so far a true philosopher, 
as to be a contemner of all ordinary rules 
of hours and times. When he is hungry 
he eats; when thirsty he drinks; whea 
weary he sleeps; and with such indiffer- 
ence with respect to the means and ap«. 
pliances about which we make a fuss, 
that, r suppose, he was never ill dined or 
ill lodged in his life. Then he is, to a? 
certain extent, the oracle of the district 
ftirough which be travels-^their genealo- 
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gist, their newsman, their master of the 
revels, their doctor at a pinch, or their 
divine — I promise you he has too many 
duties, and is too zealous in performing 
them, to be easily bribed to abandon his 
calling. But I should be truly sorry if 
they sent the poor light-hearted old man 
to lie for weeks in & jaiL I am convinced 
the confinement would break his heart/^ 

Thus finished the conference. Lord 
Glenal Ian having taken leave of the la* 
dies, renewed bis offer to Captain M^In* 
tyre of the freedom of his manors for. 
sport, which was joyously accepted. 

" I can only add,*" he said, " that if 
your spirits are not liable to be damped 
by dull company, Glenallan-house is at all 
times open to you~On two days of the 
week, Friday and Saturday, I keep my 
apartment, which will be rather a relief to 
you, as you will be left to enjoy the so- 
ciety of my almoner, Mr Gladsmoor, who 
is a scholar and a man of the world.'*' 
Hector, his hear^ exulting at the 
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thoughts of ranging through the preserve 
of Glenallan-house, and over the welKpro- 
tected moors of Clochnaben, made many 
acknowledgments of the honour and gra- 
titude he felt Mr Oldbuck was sensible 
of the Earl's attention to his nephew ; Miss 
M'Intyre was pleased because her brother 
was grati6ed ; and Miss Griselda OlHbuck 
looked forward with glee to the potting of 
whole bags of moor-fowl and black game, 
of which Mr Blattergowl was a professed 
admirer. Thus,— which is always the case 
when a man of rank leaves a private fa- 
mily where he has studied to appear obli- 
ging,— all were ready to open in praise of 
the Earl as soon as he had taken his leave, 
and was wheeled off in his chariot by the 
fo^r admired bays. But the panegyric was 
cut short; for Oldbuck and his nephew de- 
posited themselves in the Fairport hack, 
which, with one horse trotting, and the 
other urged to a canter, creaked, jingled, 
and hobbled towards that celebrated sea- 
port, in a manner that formed a strong 
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contrast to the smoothness with which 
Lord Glenallan's equipage had seemed to 
vanish from their eyes. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Yes ! I love justice well— as well as you do— 

But, since th&^good dame's blind, she shall excuse ine» 

If, dme and reason fitting, I prove dumb ;— 

The breath I utter now shall be no means^ 

To take away from me my breath in future. 

Old Play. 

Br dint of charity from the town's*^ 
people, in aid of the load of provisions he 
had brought with him into durance», £die 
Ochiltree had passed a day or two's coo^ 
finement without much impatience, re* 
gretting his want of freedom the less, as 
the weather proved to be broken and 
fainy. 

"•^The prison/' he said, " was na sae 
dooms bad a place as it was ca'd. Ye had 
aye a good roof ower your head to fend 
aff the weather, and, if the windows were 
na glazed, it was the mair airy and plea- 
sant for the summer season. And there 
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were folk enow to crack' wi', and be had 
bread eneugh to eat, and wbat nrieed he 
fash himsel about the rest o't" 

The courage of our philosophical mea"* 
dicant began, however^ to abate, when 
the isun»beams shone fair on the rusty 
bars of his grated dungeon^ and a misera- 
ble linnet, whose cage some poor debtor 
had obtained permission to attach to the 
window, began to greet them with his 
whistle. 

" Ye're in better spirits than I am,'* said 
Edie, addressing the bird, " for I can nei- 
ther whistle nor sing for thinking o' the 
bonny burnsides and greeti shaws that 
I should hae been dandering beside in 
weather like this.— But hae, there's some 
crumbs t'ye ah ye arc sae merry; and 
troth ye hae some reaison to sing ^A ye kent 
it, for your cage comes by nae faut o' your 
ain, and I may thank mysel that I am 
closed up in this weary place." 

Ochiltree's soliloquy was disturbed by 
ft peate*officer, who came to summon-hin^ 
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to attend the magistrate. So he set fortli 
in awful procession between two poor 
creatures, neither of them so stout as be 
was himself, to be conducted into the 
presence of mqoisitorial justice. The pe6- 
pie, as the aged prisoner was led along by 
his decrepid guards, exclaimed to each 
other, *' £h ! see sic a grey-haired man as 
that is, to have committed a highway rob* 
bery» wi' ae fit in the grave !"— And the 
children congratulated the officers, object3 
of their alternate dread and ^port, Puggie 
Orrock and Jock Ormston, on having a 
prisoner as auld as themselves* 

Thus marshalled forward, £die was pre- 
sented (by no meai]|3 for the first time) 
before the worshipful Baillie Littlejphn, 
ivho, contrary to what his name express* 
ed, was a tall portly magistrate, on whom 
corporation crusts had not been couferred 
in vain. He was a zealous loyalist of that 
zealous time, somewhat rigorous and pe- 
remptory in the execution of his duty, a 
good deal inflated with the sense of his 
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owti. power and importance^ otherwise an 
honest, well-meaning, and useful citizen. 

** Bring him in, bring him in T he ex- 
daimed ; '* upon my word these are awful 
and unnatural times-^the very beadsmen 
and retainers of his majesty are the first 
to break his laws — Here has been an old 
blue-gown committing robbery! I sup* 
pose the next will reward the ro}al cbari« 
ty, which supplies him with his garb, pen- 
sion, and begging license, by engaging in 
high treason^ or sedition at least — But 
bring him in." 

£die made his obeisance, and then stood^ 
as usual, firm and erect, with the side of 
his face turned a little upward, as if to 
catch every word which the magistrate 
might address to him. To the first gene- 
ral questions, which respected only his 
name and calling, the mendicant answer- 
ed with readiness and accuracy ; but when 
the magistrate, having caused his clerk to 
take down these particulars, began to en- 
quire whereabout the mendicant was on 
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the night when Dousterswivel met With 
his misfortune, Edie demurred to thie mo- 
tion. ^* Can ye tell me now, Baillie, you 
that understands the law, what gude will 
it do me to answer dny o* your questions V 

"Good ? no good certainly, my frieod, 
except that giving a true account of your- 
self, if you are innocent, may entitle me 
to set you at liberty." 

** But it seems mair reasonable to me, 
now, that you) Baillie,' or bny body that 
has ony thing to say against me, should 
prove my guilt, and no to be bidding me 
prove my innocence." 

"I don't sit here,'' answered the magis- 
trate, *^to dispute points of law with you* 
I ask you, if you chuse to answer my ques^ 
tion, whether you were at Ringan Aik- 
wood the forester's) upon the day I have 
specified ?'* 

"Really, sir, I dinna feel myself called 
on to remember." 

** Or whether, in the course of that 
tiay or night, you saw Steven, or Sfecnie, 

3 
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Mucklebacket?— you knew him, I «up. 
pose ?*' 

" O brawlie did I ken Stecnie, puir fal- 
low — but I canna condeshend on ony par- 
ticular time I have seen him lately*** 

" Were you at the ruins of St Ruth any 
time in that evening ?'* 

« Baillie Littlejohn," said the mcndi- 
cant, " if it be your lionour's pleasure, 
we'll cut a lang tale short, and 1*11 just 
tell ye, I am no minded to answer ony o' 
thae questions— Pm ower auld a traveller 
to let my tongue bring me into trouble." 

" Write down," said the magistrate, 
" that be declines to answer all interroga^ 
tories, in respect that by telling the truth 
he might be brought to trouble/ 

" Na, na,** said Ochiltree, " Til no hae 
that set doun as ony part o' my answer^ 
but I just meant to say, that, in a' my me. 
niory and practice, I never saw ony gude 
come o* answering idle qiiestions." 

'* Write down, that, being acquainted 

VOL. Ill* H 
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vith judicial interrogatories by Ibag pi;ac- 
tice, and having sustained injury by an- 
sweripg questions put to him on such oc- 
casionSi the declarant refuses"- 

" Na, na, Baillie/' reiterated Edie, " yc 
are no to come in on me that gate nei- 
ther/' 

" Dictate the answer yourself then, 
friend/' said the magistrate, ^* and the 
clerk will take it down from your own 
moutV' t % - 

'* Aye, aye,'* s?iid Edie, " that's ,w^t I 
ca' fair play ; I'se do that without loss o' 
time.— Sae, neighbour, ye may just write 
down, that Edie Ochiltree, the declarant, 
stands up for the liberty— na, I maiinna 
say that neither — I am nae liberty^boy— tl 
hae fought again them in the riots^in Dub- 
lin— besides, I have ^ate the king's bread 
mony a day.~Stay, let me see— Aye— write 
that Edie Ochiltree, the Blue-g^wn, stands 
up, for the prerogative— (see that ye spell 
^ that, word right— it's, a lang ane)~for the 
prerogative of the subjects of tbeland^ asid 
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wiiina answer a single word that sail bd 
asked at him this day> unless he sees a rea* 
son for't— Put down that, young man." . 

" Then, Edie, since you will give m^ no 
information on the subject^ I must send 
yod back to prison till you shall be deli- 
vered in due courte of law/' 

" Aweel, sir, if its Heaven's will and 
man's will, nae doubt I maun submit I 
hae nae great objection to the prison, 
only that a body canna win out o't ; and if 
it wad please you as weel, Baillie, I wad 
gie you my word to appear afore the Lords 
at the Circuit, or in ony. other court ye 
like, on ony day ye are pleased to ap- 
point." 

*' I rather think, my gbod, friend, your 
word might be a slender security where 
your neck may be in some danger. I am 
apt to think you would suffer the pliedge 
to be forfeited. — If you could give:in<s suf- 
ficient security, indeed " 

At this moment the Antiquary and Cap* 
tain M'Intyre entered the apartment.— 
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^'Good mofning to you, gentlemen/' said 
the magistrate ; ^*you find me toiling in my 
usual vocation—looking after the iniquities 
of the people — labouring for the respublica, 
Mr Oldbuck-'-serving the King our mas- 
ter, Captain M*Intyrc,— for I suppose you 
know I have taken up the sword ?" 

" It is one of the emblems of justic^i 
doubtless/^ answered the Antiquary; "but 
I should have thought the scales would 
have suited you better, Baillie, especially 
as you have them ready in the ware* 
house." 

"Very good, Monkbarns*-^xcellent ; 
but I do not take the sword up as a justice, 
but as a soldier— indeed I should rather 
say the muisiquet and bayonet-^there they 
stutd at the elbow of my gouty chair, for 
I am scarce fit for the drill yet— A slight 
touch of our old acquaintance podagra— 
I can keep my feet, however, while our 
Serjeant puts me through the manual. I 
should like to know^ Captain M^Intyre^ if 
lie foUo}vs the regulations cqrrecdy*^be 
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brings trs but awkwardly to the present.^^ 
And he hobbled towards his weapon to 
illustrate his doubts and display his profi- 
ciency. 

" I rejoice we have such zealous de- 
fenders/Baillie/' replied Mr Oldbuck; "and 
I dare say Hector will gratify you by com- 
municating his opinion on ypur progress 
in this new calling. Why you rival the 
Hecat6 of the ancientSi roy good sir— a 
merchant on the Mart, a magistrate in the 
Town-house, a soldier on the Links— g'i/jrf 
lion pro patria f But my business is with 
the justice ; so let commerce and war go 
slumber.** 

"Well, roy good sir," {said the Baillie, 
^' and what coifmiands have you for me?" 

** Why, here's an old acquaintance of 
mine, called £die Ochiltree, whom some 
of your myrmidons have mewed up in 
jail, on account of an alleged assault on ^ 
that fellow Dousterswivel, of whose accu« 
sation I do not believe one word."' 
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The magistrate here assumed a very 
grave countenance;^ ^' You ought to have 
heen informed that he is accused of rob- 
bery, as well as assault ; a very serious 
matter indeed— it is not often such crimi* 
nals come under my cognizance/* 

" And/* replied Oldbuck, " you are te- 
nacious of the opportunity of making the 
very most of such as occur. But is thi« 
poor old man's case really so very bad?** 

" it is rather out of rule,'* said the Bail- 
lie; '' but as you are in the commission^ 
Monkbarns, I liave no hesitation, to shew 
you Dousterswivel's declaration, and the 
rest of the precognition/* And he put the 
papers into the Antiquary*s hands, who 
assumed his spectacles, ajod sate down in a 
corner to peruse them. 

The officers in the mean time had direo- 
tiohs to remove their prisoner into another 
apairtmefit ; but before they could do so, 
M^Intyre^fook an opportunity to greet old 
Edie, and to slip a guinea into bis hand*. 
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♦^ Lord ble$8 your honour/^ 3ftid the old 
maa ; '^ it's a young soldier's gift, and it 
should sar«ly thrive wi' an auld ane. Fse 
no refuse it» though it's beyond my rules ; 
for if they steek me up here, my frienda 
are like eneugh to forget me— out o' sight 
out o' mind is a trn« proverb — Arid it 
wad na be creditable for me, that am the 
King's beadsman, and entitled to beg by 
%vord of mouth, to be fishing for bawbees 
out at the jail window wi' the fit 9' a 
stocking and, a string/' As he made this 
observation he was conducted out of the 
apartihent. 

. Mr DousterswiveVs declaration contain- 
ed an exaggerated account of tlie violence 
he had aiistainedi and also of his lojss. 

'^ But what I should have liked to have 
asked hirii," said Monkbarns, ** would have 
been his purpose in frequenting the ruin? 
of St Ruth, so lonely a place at such an 
hour, and with such a companion as Edie 
Ochiltree* There is no road lies that way, 
and I do not conceive a mere passion fo^ 
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the picturesque would carry the German 
thither in such a night of storm and wind. 
Depend upon it he has been about some 
roguery, and, in all probability, hath been 
caught in a trap of his own letting— iSfec 
lexjtistitior ulla.*''^ ' 

The magistrate allowed there'ms some- 
thing mysterious in that circumstance, and 
apologized for not pressing Dousterswivel, 
as his declaration was voluntarily emitted. 
But for the support of the main -c^rge, he 
shewed the declaration of the Aikwoods 
concerning the state in which Douster- 
swivel was found, and establishing the im« 
portant fact^ that the mendicant had left 
the barn in which he was quartered, and 
did not return to it again. Two people 
belonging to the Fairport undertaker, who 
had that night been employed in attend- 
ing the funeral of Lady Glenallan, had also 
given declarations, that, being sent to pur- 
sue two suspicious persons who left the ruins 
of St Ruth as the funeral came, and wlio, it 
was supposed, might have been pillaging 
4 
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some of the ornaments prepared for the ce*: 
remony^ they had lost and regained sight of 
them more than once^ owing to the nature 
of the ground, which was unfavourable for 
riding, but had at length fairly lodged 
them, both in Mucklebacket's cottage. 
And one of the men added, that '^ he, the 
declarant, having dismounted from his 
horsci and gone close up to the window of 
the hut, he saw the old Blue-gown and 
young Steenie Mucklebacket with others 
eating and drinking in the inside, and 
also observed the said Steenie Muckle* 
backet shew a pocket-book to the others ; 
and declarant has no doubt that Ochiltree 
^nd Steenie Mucklebacket were the per; 
sotis whom he and his comrade had pur«- 
sued, as above mentioned.'' And being 
interrogated why he did not enter the said 
cottage, declares ** he had no warrant so 
to do ; and that as Mucklebacket and his 
family were understood to be rough-hand- 
ed folk, he, the declarant, had no desire 
h2 
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to meddle or make with their affairs. Causa 
scienti(B patet. All which he declares ta 
be truth/* &c. 

** What do you say to that body of evi- 
dence against your friend ?" said the ma- 
gistratCi when he had observed the Anti- 
quary had turned the last leaf, 

** Why, were it in the case of any other 
person, I own, I should say it looked,pnma 
faciey a little ligly ; but I cannot allow any 
body to be in the wrong for beating Dous- 
terswivel— Had I been an hour younger, 
or had but one single flash of your warlike 
genius, Bailiie, I should have done it my« 
self long ago— He is nebulo nebulonum^ an 
impudent, fraudulent, mendacious quack, 
that has cost me a hundred pounds by bis 
roguery ; and my neighbour. Sir Arthur, 
God knows how much — And besides, Bail- 
liCi I do not hold him to be a sound friend 
to government^ 

'• Indeed?'^ said Bailiie Littlejohn; '' if 
I thought thati it would alter the question 
considerably.*" 

2 
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^. *' Right; for, in beating him, the beads- 
man must have shewn his gratitude to the 
king by thumping his enemy ; and in rob«> 
bing him, he vrould only have plundered 
an Ejgyptian, whose wealth it is lawful to 
spoiL Now, suppose this interview in the 
ruins of St Ruth had relation to politics, 
^ — and this story of hidden treasure, and so 
forth, was a bribe from the other side of 
the water for some great man, or the funds 
destined to maintain a seditious club r" 

" My dear sir, you hit my ve(y thoughts ! 
How fortunate should I be if I could be* 
conf)e Ihe humble means of sifting such a 
matter to the bottom ! — Don't you think 
we had better call out the volunteers, and 
put them on duty ?*' 

" Not just yet, while podagra deprives 
them of an essential member of their body. 
— But will you let me examine Ochil- 
tree?" 

*^ Certainly ; but you'll make nothing of 
him. He gave me distinctly to uoiderstanid 
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he knew the danger of a judicial declara- 
tion on the part of an accused person^ 
which/ to .say the truth, has hanged many 
an honester man than he is/'' 

"Well, but, Baillie,'* continued Gldbuck, 
" you hav? no objection to let me try 
himP'V 

^* None in the world, Monkbarns,— I 
hear the serjeant below,— I'll rehearse the 
manual in the meanwhile— *£aby, carry my 
gun and bayonet down to the room be- 
low — it makes less noise there when we 
ground arms."— And so exit the martial 
magistrate, with his maid behind him bear- 
ing his weapons. 

/* A good squire that wench for a gouty 
champion,'' observed Oldbuck.— ** Hector, 
my lad, hook on, hook on— Go with him, 
boy— keep him employed, man, for half an 
hour or so— butter him with some warlike 
terms'— praise his dress and address." 

Captain M^Intyre, who, like many of 
his profession, looked down with infinite 
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scorn on those citizen soldiers^ Who had 
a^umed arms without any professional ti- 
tle to bear them, rose with great reluct- 
ance, observing, that he should not know 
what to say to Mr Littlejohn ; and that to 
see an old gouty shopkeeper attempting 
the exercise and duties of a private sol- 
dier, was really too ridiculous. 

** It may be so, Hector,'* said the Anti- 
quary, who seldom agreed with any person 
in the immediate proposition which was 
laid down^— ^* it may possibly be so in this 
and some other instances ; but at present 
the country resembles the suitors in a 
small debt-court, who plead in person, for 
lack of cash to retain the professed heroes 
of the quill. I am sure in the one case we 
never regret the want of the acuteness 
and eloquence of the lawyers ; and so, I 
hope, in the other, we may manage to make 
shift with our hearts and muskets, though 
we shall lack some of the discipline of your 
martinets." 
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^^ I have no objection/ 1 am sure, sir, 
that the whole world should fight if they 
please, if they will but allow, me to be 
quiet," said Hector, fxsitig with dogged re* 
lu6tance. 

'* Yes, you arc a very quiet personage, 
indeed ; whose ardour for quarrelling can- 
not pass so much as a poor phoca sleeping 
upon the beafch !** 

Bat Hector, who saw which way the cod- 
versation was tending, and hated all kllu- 
sions to the foil he had sustained from the 
fish, made his escape before the AntiqciMy 
concluded the sentence* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Well, wdl, at worst 'tis neither theft nor coinage. 
Granting that I knew all you charge me with. 
What, tho' the tomb hath bom a second birth. 
And given fhe w&ilth to one that knew not on't. 
Yet fair etchange was never rdbbery, 

Far less pure bounty . 

OldPfay. 

The Antiquary, iir order to avail himself 
of the permission given hiro to ^luestion 
the accused party, chose rather to go. to 
the apartment in which Ochiltree was de- 
tained,! than to make the examination ap- 
pear, formal, by bringing him again into 
the magistrate's office. He found the old 
man Steated. by a window which looked out 
on tlie sea; and as he gazed on that pro- 
spect, large tears found their way, as if 
unconsciously, to his eye, and from thence 
trickled down his cheeks and white beard. 
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Hts features were, nevertheless, calm and 
composed, and his whole posture and mien 
indicated patience and resignation. Old- 
buck had approached him without being 
observed, and roused him out of his mu- 
sing, by saying kindly, ** I am sorry, Edie, 
to see you so much cast down about this 
matter.'* 

The mendicant started, dried his eyes 
very hastily with the sleeve of his gown, 
and, endeavouring to recover his usual tone 
of indi£ference and jocularity, answered, 
but with a voice more tremulous than usual, 
"I might weel hae judged, Monkbarnis, it 
was you, or the like o' you, was coming in 
to disturb me*— for ]t*s ae great advantage 
o' prisons and courts o' justice, that yt 
may greet your een out an ye like, and 
nane o' the folk that's concerned about 
them will ever ask you what it*s for.'* 

** Well, Edie,** replied Oldbuck, ''I hope 
your present cause of distress is not so bad 
but it may be removed.'* 
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^' And I had hoped, MonkbarnSi" answer* 
ed the mendicant in a tone of reproach^ 
'' that ye had ken'd me better than to think 
that this bit trifling trouble o' my ain wad 
bring tears into my auld een^ that hae seien 
far different kind o' distress— Na, na !— But 
here's been the puir lass, Caxon's daugh- 
ter, seeking comfort, and has gotten unco 
little^there's been nae speerings o' Taf- 
fril's gun-brig since the last gale ; and folk 
report on the key that a king's ship had 
struck on the Reef of Rattray, and a' handji 
lost— God forbid 1 for as sure as you live, 
Monkbarns, the puir lad Lovel, that ye 
liked sae wecl, must have perished.** 

'* God forbid indeed V echoed the An* 
tiquary, — " I would rather Monkbarns 
house were on fire. My poor dear friend 
and coadjutor ! — I will down to the key 
instantly.** 

** I'm sure ye*ll learn naething mair than 
I hae tauld ye, sir," said Ochiltree, " for 
the officer-folk here were very civil, (that 
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IS, for the like o* theinO and lookit up 9( theit 
letters and authorities, and could throw nae 
light on t either ae way or alio then'' 

" It can't be true — it shall not be true,'* 
said the An^tiquary, '^ and I wonft believe 
it if it were— TafFril^s an excellent seaman 
— and Lovel (my poor Lovel!) has all the 
qualities of a safe and pleasant companiod 
by land or by sea— one/ Edie, Whom, fronx 
the ingenuousness of bis. disposition, I 
wou]d chuse, did I ever go a, sea voyage, 
(which I never do, unless itcross the ^er* 
Vir^ftaS^km mecum sokerc phaselumi to be 
the companion of my risk^ as. one against 
whom the elements could nourish no ven- 
geance* No, Edie, it is not^ and cannot 
be true — it is a fiction of the idle jade 
Rumour, whom I wish hanged with he^ 
trumpet about her neck, that serves only 
with its screech-owl tones to fright honest 
folks out of their senses.— Let me know 
how you gat into this scrape of yoifr 
own/^ 



d by Google 



THE AKTI<UJART« 187 

'' Are ye axing me as a magistrate, 
Monkbarns, or is it just for your aia sa- 
tisfaction ?" 

*' For my own satisfaction solely," re- 
plied the Antiquary. 

" Put up your pocket*book and your 
keely vine pen then, for I downa speak out 
an' ye hae writing materials in your hands 
— itheyVeascaur totinlearned folk like me 
-*— Odd, an.e o' the clerks in the neist room 
will clink down, in black and white, as 
muckle as wad hang a man, before anc 
kens what he's saying/* 

Monkbams ^complied with the old man's 
humour, and put up his memorandum* 
book. 

Edie Jthen went with great frankness 
through the part of the stpry already 
^nown to the reader, informing the Anti<- 
quzry of tht scene which he had witness- 
ed between Dousterswiyel and his patron 
in the ruins of St Ruth, and frankly con- 
fessing that be could not resist the oppor* 
tunifty of decaying the adept once more 
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to visit the tomb of Misticoti with the pur- 
pose of taking z comic revenge upon him 
for his quackery. He had easily persuaded 
SteeniC; who was a bold thoughtless young 
felloWi to engage in the frolic along with 
him» and the jest had been inadvertently 
carried a great deal farther than was design* 
ed. Concerning the pocket-.book» he ex- 
plained that he bad expressed bis surprise 
and sorrow as soon as he found it had been 
inadvertently brought off; and that pub* 
licly, before all the inmates of the cottage, 
Steenie had undertaken to return it the 
next day, and had only been prevented 
by his untimely fate. 

The Antiquary pondered a moment, and 
then said, " Your account seems very pro- 
bable, £die, and I believe it from what I 
know of the parties—but I think it likely 
that you know a great deal more than you 
have thought it proper to tell me, about 
this matter of the treasure-trove — I sus- 
pect you have acted the part of the Lar 
Pamiliaris in Plautus— a sort of Brownie^ 
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Edie, to speak to your cbniprehension, who 
watched over hidden treasures. — I do be- 
think me you were the first person we met 
when Sir Arthur made his successful at- 
tack upon Misticot's grave, and also that 
when the labourers began to flag, you, 
£diey were again the first to leap into 
the trench, and to make the discovery 
of the treasure* Now you must explain 
all this to me, unless you would have me 
use you as ill as Euclio does Staphyla in 
the Auialaria'' 

'^ Lordsake^ sir, what do I ken about 
your Howlowlaria ? — it's mair like a dog*S 
language than a man's.'* 

*^ You knew, however, of the box of 
treasure being there?" continued Old- 
buck. 

" Dear sir, what likelihood is tliere o' 
that? d'ye think sae puir an auld creatiire 
as me wad hae ken'd o' sic a like thing 
without getting some gud« but o't ?— and 
ye wot weel I sought niane and gat nane, 
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like Michael Scott's man. What concem 
could I hae wi't ?" 

" That's just what I want you to explain 
to me/* said Oldbuck^ "ibr I am positive 
you knew it was there',,*' 

•* Your honour is a positive man, Monlc- 
barns*-'and, for a positive man^ I must 
needs allow yeVe often in the right'* 

^* You allow, then, that my belitf is 
well-founded?"' 

£die nodded acquiescence* 

" Then please to expltiin to me the 
whole affair frbm beginning to end,* said 
the Antiquary* 

" If it were a secret o* mine, Monk- 
barns," rejjlied the beggar, " ye'suhfha ask 
twice, for I hae aye said ahint your back, 
that, for a' the nonsense maggots that ye 
whiles take into your head, ye ar6 the 
maist wise and discreet o' a' our country 
gelitles. But I'se e'en be open-hearted wi' 
you, and tell you^ that this is a friend's se- 
cret, and that they suld draw me wi* wild 
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horses^ or $wr me asunder, as they jdid th^ 
children of Amnion^ sooner than I would 
speak a word maip about the matter^ exr 
cepting this^ tlut there wa3 nae ill tnjt«n4" 
ed, but muckiegude, and; that the purpose 
was ; to sexve them, that are worth twenty 
hundred o* me. But there's nae law, I 
trow^ that makes it a sin to ken where 
itfaer folks' siller is, if we dinna pit hand 
tiirt oursel/' 

Oldbuck walkedvonce or twice up' and 
down the room in profound thought, en- 
deavouring to find some plausible reason 
for transactions of a nature so mysterious, 
but his ingenuity was totally at fault. . He 
then placed himself before the priso^e^ 

** This story of yours, friend Edie, is an 
absolute, enigma, and would require a se- 
cond (Edipus to solve it — who (Edipus 
was, I will tell you some other time if 
you remind me — However, whether it be 
owing to the wisdom or to the maggots 
with which you complii»ent me^ I. am 
strongly disposed to believe th^t you h^ave 
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apokcn the truth, the rather^ th^t. you 
have not made any of these obtestations 
of the superior powers, which I obj^enrc 
you and your comrades always majce us^ 
of when you mean to deceive folW' 
(Here Edie could not s,uppress a smile.) 
"If, therefore, you will answer me oae 
question, I will endeavour to procure your 
liberation," 

" If yell let me hear the question^" 
said Edie, with the caution of a canpy 
Scotchman, " Til tell you whether Til an- 
swer it or no." 

*' It is simply," said the Antiquary, 
^*t>id Dousterswivel know any thing about 
the concealment of the chest of biillioiii?' 

« He, the ill-faard loon T answered 
Edie, " there wad hae been little speerilijgs 
o't had Dustansnivel keii'd it was there- 
it wad hae been butter in the black dog^ 
hause." 

" I thought as much," said Oldbuck. 
^^ Well, Edie, if I procure your freedom, 
you must keep your day, and appear to 
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clear me of the baikbotrd, fur these are not 
times for prudent men to incur forfeitures, 
unless you can point out another Aulam 
auri plenam qua^Uibrem-- sinothtT Search 
No. IJ' 

" Ah !*^ said the beggar, shaking his 
head, '' I doubt the bird's flown that laid 
thae golden ieggs^-^for I winna ca* her 
goose, though that's the gait it stands iii 
the stbry-buick— But TH keep rty ^ay, 
MonkbarnSi.ye'se no lose a penny by me 
"^And troth I wad be fain out again, now. 
the weather's fine, and then I hae the 
hest chande o' hearing the fir&t news o' my 
friends/' 

*^ WeU, Edie, a^ the bouncing and thump* 
ing beneath has isomewhat ceased, I pre* 
sume BailKe Littlejobn has dismissed his 
military preceplbr, arid is retired from the 
labours of Mars to those of Themis— I will 
Have some conversation with him — But I 
cannot and will not believe any of these 
wretched news you were telling me/' 

VOL. lii. I 
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** God send yoiir honour may be right,'* 
said the mendicant, as Oldbuck left the 
room. 

The Antiquary found the magistrate 
exhausted with the fatigues of the drill, 
reposing in his gouty chair, humming the 
air, ** How merrily we live that soldiers 
be,** and between each bar comforting 
him&clf with a ^spoonful of mock^turtie 
soup. He ordered a similar refreshmoit 
for Oldbuck, who declined it, obs^ving, 
that not being a military man, he did not 
feel inclined to break his habit of keeping 
regular houl^s for meals*-.*^ Soldiers, like 
you, Baillie, must snatch their food as they 
find nieans and time* l^t I am sorry to 
hear ill news of youog TafFril's brig;**- 

^' Ah, poor fellow !~he was a credit to^ 
the town-rrmuch distinguished on th^ first 
of JuneJ' 

« But," said Oldbuck, ^ I am shocked 
to hear, you talk of hrm in the preterite 
tensei** 
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'* Trotlv I feac there may be loo much 
reason for it» Monkbarns; and yet let us 
hope the beat.. The accident is said to 
have happened in the ICattray reef of 
rocks, aboat twenty mile&tti the nor ward, 
near Dirteqalan Bay — I have sent to en- 
quire about it— and your nephew run^ out 
himself as if he had been flying to get the. 
Gazette of a victory/' 

Hetc: Hector entered^ exclaiming as 
he came in, ^^ I believe it's all a damned 
lie~I caa't find the least authority for if^ 
but general rumour*'' 

'^ And, pray, Mr Hector,** said his uncle» 
*^ if it had been true, whose fault would it 
have been that Lovel was on board ?" 

'* Not mine, I am sure,'' answered Hec- 
tor; '^ it would have been, only my mis- 
fortune*'* 

'* Indeed !" said his uncle, *^ I should 
not hjave thought of that." 

^ Why sir, with all your inclination to 
find me m the wrong, I suppose you will 
own my intention was not to blame in this 
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case« I did my best to hit Lovel, and^ if I 
had been successful, 'tis clear my scrape 
would have been his, and his serape Wmitd 
liave been mine.** ' 

. *^ And whom or what do you intend to 
hit now, that you are lugging with yott 
that leathern magazine there, marked gua* 
powder?" 

*' I must be prepared for Lord GlenaU 
Un's moors. on the twelfth, sir," said M^n- 
tyre. 

*^ Ab, Hector ! thy great chasse, as the 
French call it, would take place best — 

*^ Omne cum Proteus pecus agitaret 
Visere montes''— — ' ' ^ 

^^ Could you meet but with a plioca fn* 
stead of an unwarlike heath-bird," 

" The devrl take the seal, sir, ovphoca^ 
if you chuse to call it so— it's rather hard 
one can never hear the end of a little 
piece of folly like that*" 

" Well, well," said Oldbuck, ^' I am 
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jl^ you have the grace to be ashamed of 
itrr^As I detest the whole race of Nim- 
rods, I wish them all as well matched — 
Nay, iicver start oflF at a jest, man— I have 
^M with the fphoca — though, I dare say, 
the Baillie could tell us the value of seal- 
skins just now." 

'VXhey are up/' said the magistrate, 
"/thfcy are well up—the fishing has been 
unsuccessful lately." 

: " ;We can bear witness to that," said 
the. tormentiiig Antiquary, who was de* 
lighted with the hank this incident had 
given him over the young sportsman; 
" one word more, Hector, and 

^ We'll bang a seal-skin on tby recreant limbs ?* 

Aha, my boy !— come, never mind it, I 
ttiust go to business—Baillie, a word with 
y4)u^— you must take bail—moderate bail— 
you understand — for old Ochiltree's ap- 
pj^arance,'* 

'* You dotft consider what you ask," 
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aaid the Baillie, '' the offence' is a^sa^ilt 
and robbery." 

** Hush ! not a word about it," said the 
Antiquary, " I gave you a hint before — I 
will possess you more fully hereafter — I 
promise you there is a secret." 

'^ But, Mr Oldbuck, if the state is con- 
cerned, I, who do the whole drudgery bu- 
siness here, really have a title to be con- 
sulted, and until I am" 

*' Hush ! Inish !"* said the Antiquary, 
winking and putting his fro^rto bis noses 
'■^?* y.ou:&hall iiave the full credit ; the en- 
tire maniagement whenever matters are 
ripe. But this is an dbsttxote old fellow, 
who will not hear of two people being as 
yet let into his mystery, and he has not 
yet f*lly acquainted me w'ith the clew to 
Doustcrswivers devices/* 

" Alia ! so we mdst tip that fellow the 
ahen act, I.suppose.'^ 

** To say truth, I wish you ifrould.'* 
^* Say no more,'' said the magistrate, ^' it 
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shall forthwith be done ;. he shall be remo- 
ved tanquam mspect—h think that s one qf 
your own phrases, Monkbarus." 

** It is classical, BaiUie~you improve/ 

" Why, public business has of late press* 
ed upon me so much^ that I have been 
obliged to take^ my foreman into partner- 
ship.r^I have had two several correspon* 
dencies with the Under Secretary of State ; 
one. on the proposed tax on Riga faemp- 
seedi ftnd the lother on putting down poli* 
tical societies; So you .might as well com^* 
nuudcate with me as much nfs you know of 
this old fellow's disscovery of a plot against 
theutate-" 

*' I ^ill, instantly, when I am master of 
it-^I hate the trouble of managing such 
matters myself— Remember, however, Idid 
Hot say decidedly a plot against the ^tate ; 
I only say, I hope to discover by this man's 
means a. foul pk>t,'^ 

^^ If it be a plot at alt, there must be 
treason in it, or sedition at least — Will you 
bail him for four hundred merks V\ 
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" Four hundred merks for an old Blue* 
gown !— Think on the act of 1701 regular 
ting bail-bonds!— Strike off a cypher from 
the sum— I am content to bail him for forty 
merks.'* 

" Well, Mr Oldbuck, every body in Fair- 
port is always willing to. oblige you — and 
besides, I know that you are a prudent 
man, and one that would be as unwilling 
to lose forty, as four hundred merks« So I 
will accept your bail— meopericu/o— what 
say you to that law phrase again ?— I had 
it from a learned counseLr-I will vouch it, 
my Lord, he said, meo pericub,** 

" And I will vouch for Edie Ochiltree, 
meoperiatlo, in like manner/ said Oldbuck. 
** So let your clerk draw out the bailrbond^ 
and I will sign it/' 

When this ceremony had been perform- 
ed, the Antiquary communicated to Edie 
the joyful tidings that he was once more 
at liberty, and directed him to make the 
feest of his way to Monkbarns-house^ ta 
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which he himself returned with his ne- 
phew, after having' perfected their good 
work. 
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CHAPTER X. 



Full of wise saws, and modern instances. 

AsYouLUceit* 



'^ I WISH to Heaven, Hector/* said the 
Antiquary, next morning after breakfasl^ 
^^ you would spare our nerves^ and not be 
keeping snapping that arquebuss of yours." 

" Well, siTy I'm sure I'm sorry to disturb 
you ; but it's a capital piece j it's a Joe 
Manton, that cost forty guineas." 

^' A fool and his money is soon parted^ 
nephew ; I am glad you have so many gui- 
neas to throw away.'* 

** Every one has their fancy, uncle,— 
you are fond of books." 

^' Aye, Hector, and if my collection were 
yours, you would make it fly to the gun^ 
smith, the horjse-market, the dog-breaker, 
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— Ctpempfoi undique nohiles libros-^mutare 
loricis Iberisy 

^^ I could not use your books, my dear 
uBcIe» that's true ; and you will do well to 
provide fox their being in better hands — 
but don't let the faults of my head fall on 
my heart-*«I would not part with a Corde- 
ry that belonged to an old friend^ to get a 
set of horses like Lord Glenallan's." 

** I don't think you would, lad, I don't 
think you would — I love to teaze you a 
little sopietimes ; it keeps up the spirit of 
discipline and habit of subjugation — You 
will pass your time happily here having 
me to command you» instead of Captain, 
or Colonelt or ' Knight in Acms^' as MiU 
ton has it ; and instead.of the French, the 
Gen$ humida ponti^for as Virgil says, 

<< Sternent se somno diversa in liitore fhoccsi^ 

which might be rendered, . 

^' Here pf^cse. slumber on the beadi^ 
Within our Highland Hector's reach. 
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•' Nay, if you grow angcy I have dbne«-^ 
Besides, I see oidEdie in the court-yar^ 
with whom I have business. Good- bye. 
Hector— Do you remember how she aplastic 
cd into the sea like her master Broteua^ fU 
sejaetu dedit aquor m aUumf^ =. « » 

M^Intyre,_waiting9 however, till tWt 
door was shut,^gave then way to the on^ 
tural impatience of his. temper^. 

^* My uncle is the best man in tlie world, 
and in his way the kindest ; but riitbectbaii 
hear any more ali^out that cursed plweaf as 
he is pleased to call it, 1 would excb^^g^ 
for the West Indies and never see his fACe 
again.** 

Miss M^Intyre, gracefully attached p^ 
her uncle, and passionately fond of her 
brothef, was, on such occasions, the us^al 
envoy of reconciliation. She hastened to 
meet her uncle on his return, before he eor* 
tered the parlour. 

" Well, now. Miss Womattkind, what fs 
the meaning of that implonng counter 
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Salter ^~ha8 Juno done any more mis* 

,iv<f No, uncle; but •hino^s master is in 
MOh fear of your joking' him about the 
seal*^I assure you, he feels it miich more 
than you would wish-^it's very silly of him 
•obe sure ; but then you can turn every 
bfiody $0 well into ridicule"—— 

"Well, my dear, I will rein in ray sa- 
tive, and, if possible, speak no more of the 
pk€ca—I will not even speak of sealing a 
tetter, but say umph, and give a nod. to 
]rou^^hen I want the wax-light — I am not 
monitaribtis asper^ but. Heaven knows, the 
most mild, quiet, and* easy of human be- 
itigs, whom sisteF> niece, and nephew, guide 
just as best pleases them.!' 

With this little panegyric on his own 
docility, Mr Oldbuck entered the parlour, 
ai^ proposed to his nephew a walk to the 
Mussel-crag. " I. have some questions to 
Mk at a woman at Mucklebacket's cot- 
tagOi" he observed^ ** and I would willing* 
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ly havje a sensible witness with me-^so, 
for fault of a better, Hector, I itmst be 
contended with you." . 

" There is old Edie, sir, or Gaxon— 
COBld not they do better tha^me ?" 

" Upon ray word, young man, yon tium 
me over to pretty companioiisi and I am 
quite sensible of your politeness — No, sir, 
I intend the old Blue^gown shall go with 
me — not as a competent witless, for be is 
at present, as our friend fiaillie Lrttlejahn 
says, (blessings. on his learning !) tanquqm 
sa^ectusy and you dixcsmpkiMe major ^ aa 
our .law has it." 

^^ I wish I were a major, sir,'" said Hec- 
tor^ catching only the last, and, to a sol- 
dier's ear, the most impressive word in the 
sentence,—** but, without money or inte- 
rest, there is little chance of getting the 
atep/' 

" Well-, well, most doughty ^on of Fri« 
am," said the Antiquary, ** b« ruled by 
your friends, and there's no saying what 
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J»ay happen~Come away with me, and 
you shall see what may be useful to you 
should you ever sit upon a court-martial^ 
sir." 

** I have been on many a regimental 
court-martial, sir/' answered Captain M^- 
Intyrc.— " But here's a new cane for you." 

*' Much obliged, much obliged" 

" I bought it from our drum-major, who 
came into our regiment from the Bengal 
army when it came down the Red Sea. It 
was cut on the banks of the Indus, I as* 
sure you." 

" Upon my word, 'tis a fine rattan, and 

well replaces that which the ph Bah \ 

what was I going to say?" 

The party, consisting of the Antiquary, 
his nephew^ and the old beggar, now took 
the sands towards MusseUcrag,— the form- 
er in the very highest mood of communi- 
cating information, and the others, under 
a sense of former obligation, and some 
hope for future favours, decently atten- 
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tivc to receive it. Tlte uncle and neplievr 
walked together, the mendicant about a 
step and a half behind, just near enough for 
his patron to speak to him by a slight in-* 
clination of hisneck, arid without the tirou'- 
We of turning round. Petrie, in hi« Essay 
on Good-breeding, dedicated to the magi- 
' strates of Edinburgh, recommends, upon 
his own experience, as tutor in a family of 
distinction, this attitude to all led cap- 
tains, tutors, dependants, and bottle-hold- 
ers of every description. Thus escorted, 
the Antiquary moved along, full of his 
l^earning, like a lordly man of war, and 
every now and then yawing to starboard^ 
and larboard to discharge a broadside 
upon his followers. 

** And so it is your opinion,*^ said he to 
the mendicant, " that this windfall— this 
area auji, as Plautus has it, will not great*^ 
ly avail Sir Arthur in his necessities ?** 

*' Uhless he could find ten times as 
much," said the beggar, *' and that I am 
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sair doubtful of— I heard. Puggie Ortock, 
and the tother thief of a sheriff-officer^ or 
messenger, speakisg about it — ^aud things 
are ill aff when the like o' them can speak 
crousely about ony gentleman's affairs. I 
doubt Sir Arthur will be in stane wa's for 
debt^ unless there's, swift help and cer* 
tainJ' 

^^ You speak liko a fbol^'* said the Anti- 
quary— ^^ Nephew, it is a remarkable thing, 
that in this happy country no man can be 
legally imprisoned for debt." 

*' Indeed^siKr'' said M'Intyrc, " I never 
kiiew that before — that part of our law 
would suit some of our mess well." 

** And if they are na confined for debt>'' 
said Ochiltree, *' what is't that tempts sae 
mony puir creatures to^btde in. the tolbooth 
o' Faii;port yonder ? — they a' say they were 
put there by their creditors— Odd ! they 
maiin like it better than. I do if they're 
there o' free will." 

^* A very natural observation, Edie, and 
many of your better3 would make the.same^ 
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but it 13 founded entirely upon ignorance 
of the feudal sy8tenL*--Hector, be so good 
as to attend^ uhless you are looking out 
for another ^Ahem !— (Hector compel- 
led himself to give attention at this hinU) 
—And you, Edie, it may be useful to you, 
rerum cognosc^re catisas. The nature and 
origin of warrant for caption is a thing 
haudalienum a Shevoke Hudiis. Yon must 
know then once more, that nobody can be 
arrested in ^otkmd for del)t«" 

*^ I hae na muckle ieoncern wi' that, 
MotAbarns/' said tbe<)ld man, "for nae- 
body wad trust u bodle to a gaberlun^ie.'' 

** I pr*y thee peafce, man^^^As a oompulsi* 
Ut, therefbre, ^payment,— that b^g a 
thing to which no debtor is naturally in- 
clined, as I have too inuoh' reason to war- 
rant from the experience I hare hnd with 
my t^^rn,— ^we bad &m the letters ef four 
forms, a sort of gentle invitation, by winch 
our sovereign lord the king, interesting 
himself as a monarch, should, in the re- 
gulation of his subjects' private affairs, at 
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first by mild fxfaortatiofl, and afterwards 
by letters of mtfre strict enjoinment and 

more hard compulsion What do you 

see at that bird, Hector ?~it's but a seft- 
•maw/' 

^' It's a picttjfoie/ sir/' said £die. 

" Well, what &a if it werct-?vhat does 
that signify at pi»esfent?-i-But I see you're 
impatient; so I will waire. the letters of 
four forma* and come to the modern pro- 
cess of diligedoe.— You suppose, now, a 
man's committed to prison because dieloao- 
jDot pay his: debt? Quite otherwise ; the 
truth is, the king is to ^ed is to iiiter- 
&re ak the veqimat t)f the creditor^ asrd to 
«9^id l^e debtor his royal oc^mmaad to do 
bim justioe within a tertain time-^fifteen 
days/ or -aiKj as the case may be. Well, 
the man resists and dis^bey^^what fol- 
lows? Why,'thlt he be lawfully and right- 
fully declared a rebel to our gracious so- 
vereign, whose command he has disobey- 
ed, and that by three blasts of a horn at 
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'the market-place of Edinbiirgl), the metro» 
polis of Scotland. And he ia then legalljr 
imprisoned, not on accoi>nt of any civil 
debt, but because of his ungrateful cotD- 
tempt of the rojal mandate. What say 
you to that, Hector ? — there's somethifi]^ 
you never knew before/* 

*^ No, uncle; but, I own, if I wanted 
money to pay my debts, I. would rfth,er 
thank the king to send me some, thai^4o 
declare me a rebel for not doing what I 
could not do.*' 

^' Your education has not led you to 
consider these things,*' replied his uncle';. 
** you are incapable of estimating the ele^ 
gance of the legal fiction, and thcmanHeri 
in which it reconciles, that duress^ which, 
for the protection of commerce, it has 
been found necessary to extend towards^ 
refractory debtors, with the most scrupu?* 
lous attentioa to the liberty of the sub^ 
ject.** ^ 

'* I don't knowi sir; bu.t if a man>mu9t' 
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pay his debt or go to jail, it signifies bat 
Uttieixrbetber he goes as a debtor or a re- 
lid» I should think. But you say this com- 
mand of the king's gives a license of so 
many "days-* now, «gad, were I in the 
scrape, I woiirld beat a march and leave 
ik» king and the creditor to settle it 
among themselves before Idiey came to 
eKitremitieSi'' 

'' So wad I/' said £die^ '' I wad gie them 
kg*bail to a certainty." 

^^Tnie; but those whom the law sus- 
pects of being unwilling to abide he? 
formal visit, she proceeds with by means 
of a^shorter and more unceremonious call, 
sdt dealing with persons on. whom patience 
and favour would be utterly thrown away." 
^ Aye/ said Ochiltrcf , . *' that will be 
what they ca' the fugie*warrants-*.I hae 
some skeel in them.-^ThereV Bbrder«war« 
rants too in the south country, unco rash 
mcanny things-^I was ta'eh up on ane at 
Sunt James's Fair, and keepit in the aold 
kirk at Kelso the haill day and night ; and 
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a cauld goustie .place it was^^ I'se assure; 
ye.--rBut whatna wife^s this, wi' hep areel 
on her back?— It's puir Maggie herself 
Pm thinking." 

It was so« The poor woman's, sense of 
her losSi if not dinunisbed^ watfbaconie at 
least.mitigated by the ineritable neceissity 
of attending to the means^ of suppor^g 
her family^ and her salutation to Oldbucfc 
was.ma^ in .an odd mixture, between the 
usual language of solicitation witb which 
she plied b^r customcfs, and the tone of 
lanientation for ber recent calaihity. 

'^ How's a' wi' ye the day^ Mdnkbams^? 
— I havena had the grace yet tOican>e 
down tov thank, jour honqar ifor ]tjbe grace 
ye did poor Steenie, wi^ laying, his head 
in a rath grave,. puir fallow.'^^Uere s^e 
whimpered and^wiped her eyes with the 
corner of her blue apFon»--^5^But the fisfa^ 
iilg comes on no. that, iil^ though, the guden 
man baaiiav had the heart to gang to sea^ 
bjjMel'^Atweel I wad fain tell him it wad 
do him gude.to put hand to wark^-^tmt 
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Tm oiaist feared to speak to biBi..4md itV 
an unco thing to hear ane o* us.speak that 
gate o' a man— however, I hae some dain- 
ty caller baddies, alid they sail be but 
three shillings the do^en, for I bae nae 
pith to drive a bargaiu e'enov, and maun 
just take whatony Christian body will gie^ 
wi' few words and nae flyting." 

" What shall we do^ Hector?^ said Old* 
buck, pausing ; '' I got into disgrace with 
my womankind :for making a bad bargain 
with her before* These inaritime animals^' 
Hector, are unlucky to our family/' 

** Pooh, sir, what would you do ?— give 
poor Maggie what she asks, or allow 
me to send a dish of fish up to Monk^ 
barns.* 

And he held out the money to her ; but 
Maggie drew back her hand. ** Na, na. 
Captain ; ye're ower young and ower free 
o' your siller — ye should never tak a fish* 
wife's first bode ; and troth I think maybe 
a flyte wi' the auld housekeeper at Monk« 
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barns, or Miss Gmzel, wad do me stomc 
gude— And I <eant to see what that heUi- 
cate quean Jenny Riniheront's doing— fdlk 
said she wasnaw©el-i-SheHn>e vexing her^ 
scl about Steenie; the silly tawpie, as if he 
wad ever hae lookit ower his shoutber at 
the like o' her !— Weel, Monkbarns, they're 
braw caller baddies, and they'll bid nie 
uhco little indeed at the hoiise if ye want 
crappit heads the day." 

Audio on she ptoed with her burthen^ 
grief, gratitude for the sympathy of. her 
bettersi, and the habitual love of traffic 
and of gain, chasing each other through 
her thoughts. 

** And now that we are "before the door 
of their hut/' said Ochiltree, ^* I wad 
fkin ken,' Monkbarns, what has gaPd you 
plague yoursel wi' nie V this length? I 
tell ye sincerely I hae nae pleasure in 
ganging in there. I downa bide to think 
how the young haefa'en on a' sides o' me, 
and left me an useless auld stump wi' hard- 
ly a green leaf on' t.'* 
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'^ This old woman," said Oldbuck, " sent 
you on a message to the Earl of Glenallan, 
did she not?" 

** Aye r said the surprised .mendicant, 
*' how ken ye that sae weel ?" 
; '^ Lprd Glenallan told me himself; so 
there is no delation— no breach of trust on 
y^ui* part-— and as he wishes me to take her 
evidence down on some important family 
matters, I chose to bring you with me, 
because in her situation, hovering between 
dotage and consciousness, it is possible 
that yaur voice and appearance may awa- 
ken trains of recollection which I should 
otherwise have no means of exciting.— 
Th^ haman mmd — what are you about, 
Hpfltor?" 

'** I was only whistling for the dog, 
sir ; she always roves too wide — I knew I 
should be troublesome to you." 

" Not at all, not at all — the human 
mind is to be treated like a skein of ra- 
velled silk, where you must cautiously 

VOL. III. K 
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secure pn€ free e^d beforci ypucaQimake 
any progress^ in disentangling. iC' 

** I ken naething about that/' said th<^, 
gaberluQzie ; *^ but an' my auld acquaint- 
ance be herself or ony thing like h^sel» 
she may com^ to wind us a pirm It's 
fearsome baith to see and l)ear her when 
she wampjushes^ about her arq^fi.and.g^tatic^ 
her Englisbi, ai\d, speaks as if she wefe a 
prent book, — let a' be aa ajuld fisher's wife. 
But, indeed, she had a grand educaticini 
and was nouckle ta'en out< afore she mar- 
ried an unco bit beneath herself She's 
aulder than me by half a score years*— 
but I mind weel aneugh they made as 
muckle wark about her making; a half- 
merk marriage wi' Simon Mucklebackel^ 
this Saunders's father, as if she had been 
ane o' the gentry. But she^ got into favour 
again, and then she lost it agap, as I hM 
heard her son say, when he was a muckle 
chield; and then they got muckle. siilerj 
and left the Countess's land apd settle 
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here. But things never throve wi* them. 
Ho vsomever, she's , a weel-educate wo- 
man, and an' she win to her English, as I 
hae heard her do at an orra timei she may 
come to fickle us a'/' 
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CHAPTER XL 

Life ebbs from sach old age, uamark'd and silent. 
As the slow neap-tide leaves yon stranded galley.—- 
Late she rock'd merrfly at the least impulse 
That wind or wave could give; but now her keel 
Is settling on the sand, her mast hath ta'en 
An angle with the sky, from which it shifts not 
Each wave receding shakes her less and less, 
Till, bedded on the strand, she shall remain 
Useless as motionless. 

Old Play. 

As the Antiquary lifted the latch of 
the hut| he was surprised to hear the 
shrill tremulous voice of Elspeth chaunt* 
ing forth an old ballad in a wild and dole- 
ful recitative : — 

<< The herring loves the merry moon-light. 

The mackerel loves the wind, 
But the oyster loves the dredging sang. 

For they come of a gentle kind." 

A diligent collector of these legendary 
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scraps of ancient poetry, his fqot refused 
to cross the threshold when his ear was 
thus arrested, and his hand instinctively 
took pencil and memorandum*book. From 
time to time the old woman spoke as if to^ 
the children — " O aye, hinnies, whisht, 
whisht ! and I'll begin a bonnier ane than 
that— 

^* Now baud your tongue, baith wife and carle. 

And listen great and sma'. 
And I will sing of Glenallan's Earl 

That fought on the red Harlaw. 

^< The cronach's cried on Bennachie, 

And doun the Don and a'. 
And hieland and lawland may mournfu' be 

For the sair field of Harlaw.— 

I dinna mind the neist verse weel—mjr 
memory's failed, and there's unco thoughts 
come ower me— God keep. us frae tempta- 
tion r 

Here her voice sunk in indistinct mut- 
tering. 

^ It's a historical ballad/' said Oldbuck 
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cag«rly,~" a get^uine and undoubted firag* 
mcntofminittelsyl— Percy viTould admire 
its simplicity— Ritson could not impugn 
its authenticity/' 

** Aye, but it's a sad thing/^ said Ochil- 
tree^ ** to see human nature sac far ower- 
ta^en as to be skirling at auld sangs on the 
back of a loss like her^s.'* 

*^ Hush^ hush r said the Antiquary,— 
'' she has gotten the thread of the story 
again/'— And as he spoke, she sung^ 

<< They saddled a hundred milk-white steeds. 

They hae bridled a^htmdred blacfct 
With a chafroQ of steel cm each horse's head^ 

And a good knight U|^n his badc»''-««— 

" Chafron !" exclaimed the Antiquary,— 
" equivalent, perhaps, to chemrm—iht 
word'^s. worth a dollar,''-^and down it went 
in his red book. 

*< They hadna ridden a mile, a mile, 

A mile, but barely ten. 
When Donald came branking down the brae ^ 

WP twenty thousand men. 
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^ T^eir: tBBtotts tii^ were waving wide, 
Ilieir glaives were glaacmg o)ear» 

The pibrochs rung firae side to side* 
Would deafen ye to hear. 

^ The great Earl in his stirrups stood 

That Highland host to see : 
« < Now here a knight that's stout and good 

May prove a jeopardie : 

<< ' Wliat would'st thou do, my squire logayp 

That rides beside my re^e^ 
Were ye Glenallan's Earl the day. 

And I were Roland Cbeyne ? 

•* * To turn the rein were sin and shame. 

To fight were wond'rous peril. 
What would ye do now, Rowland Chejme, 

Were ye Glenallan's Ear] ?' '' 



^* Ye maun ken, hinnies, that this Roland 
Cheyne, fcrr as poor^nd anld as I sit in the 
chimney-neuk, was my forbear, and an 
awfu' man he was that day in the fight^ 
but specially after the Earl had fa'en; for 
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he blamed himsel for the counsel he gave, 
to fight before Mar came up wi' MearnSi 
and Aberdeen, and Angus." 

Her voice rose &nd became more anima- 
ted as she recited the warlike counsel of 
her ancestor : 



<« i Were I Glenallan's Earl this tide, 

And ye were Roland Cheyne, 
The qpear should be in my horse's side. 

And the bridle upon his mane. 

** < If they hae twenty thousand blades. 

And we twice ten times ten, 
Yet they hae but their tartan plaids, 

And we are mail-clad men. . 

« < My herse shaU ride through ranks sae rude. 

As through the moorland fern. 
Then ne'er let the gentle Norman blude 

Grow cauld for Highland kerne.' '* 

"Do you hear that, nephew?'' said Old- 
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buck ; " you observe your Gaelic ances- 
tors were not held in high repute formerly 
by the Lowland warriors/' 

" I hear/* said Hector, " a silly old wo- 
man sing a silly old song. I am surprised, 
sir, that you, who will not listen to Os- 
sian's songs of Selma, can be pleased with 
such trash ; I vow, I have not seen ot 
heard a worse halfpenny ballad ; I don't 
believe you could match it in any pedlar's 
pack in the country. I should be ashamed 
to think that the honour of the highlands 
could be affected by such doggrel.'' — And, 
tossing up his head, he snuffed the air in* 
dignantly. 

Apparently the old woman heard the 
sound of their voices ; for, ceasing her 
song, she called out, *' Come in, sirs, come 
in— good-will never halted at the door- 
stane.** 

They entered, and found, to their sur- 
prise, Elspeth, alone, sitting " ghastly on 
the hearth !" like the personification of 
K 2 
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OW Age in the Huntcrt song of thfe Owl,« 
"wrinkled, tattered, vile, dim-cyed, disco- 
loured, torpid/' 

^ They're a* out,** she said, as they entier- 
ed; " but, an' ye will sit a blink, some- 
body will be id. If y? hae business wi' my 
gndcdaughter, or my son, they^li be in be- 
live,— I never speak on business mysel.— 
Bairns, gie them scats— the baitns are a* 
gane out, I trow,'— lookitig arontid her,— 
" I was crooning to keep them quiet a wte 
while since; but they hae cmppin out 
some gate— Sit doWtt, Sits, they'll be in be- 
live ;" and she dismissed her spindle from 
her hand to twirl upon the flpor, and soon 
seemed exclusively occupied in regulating 
its motion,^ as unconscious of the pr«ence 
of the strangers as she appeared indifferent 
to their rtok or business there. 



♦ See Mrs Grant on the Highland Supemitions^ 
vol. ii, p. 260, for this fine transition from the Gadia 
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•' I wish,'* said Oldbuck, '' she would 
resume that canticle, or legendary ftag* 
ment— I always suspected there was a 
skirmish of cavalry before the main battle 
oftheHarlaw/' 

'^ If your honour pleases/' said Edie, 
'^ had ye not better proceed to the business 
that brought us a' here ? Fse engi^ to get 
ye the sang ony time." 

" I believe you are right, Edie— Jto ma- 
nus^l submit fiut 'how shall we manage I 
She sits there, the very image of dotage— 
speak to her, Edie-^ry if you 4Uin make 
her recollect having sent you to Glenallan* 
house/' 

Edie rose accordingly, and crossing the 
floor, placed himself in the same position 
which he had occupied during his former 
conversation with her. '^ I'm fain to see 
ye looking sae weel> cummer, the mair^ 
that the black Ox has tramped on ye since 
I was aneath your roof-tree/* 

'^ Aye,'' said Elspeth; but rather from 
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a general idea of misfortune^ than any ex- 
act recollection of what had happened, — 
'^. there has been distress atnang us of late — 
I wonder how younger folk bide it— I 
bide it ill— I canna hear the M^ind whis^ 
tie, and the sea roar, but I think I see the 
coble whomled keel up, and some o' them 
struggling in the waves ! — Eh, sirs, sic 
w^eary dreams as folk hae between sleep- 
ing and waking, before they win to the 
lang sleep and the sound!— I could amaist 
think whiles, my son, or else Steenie, my 
oe, was dead, and that I had seen the bu« 
rial. Isna that a queer dream for a daft auld 
carline? what for should ony o* them dec 
before me? — its out o' the course o* na- 
ture, ye ken/' 

" I think you'll make very little of this 
stupid old woman,'' said Hector ; who still 
nourished^ perhaps, some feelings of the 
dislike excited by the disparaging mention 
of his countrymen in her lay — " I think 
you'll make but little of her, sir ; and it's 
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wasting our time to sit here and listen to 
her dotage/' 

^f Hector/' said the Antiquary indignant- 
ly> ^' if you do not respect her misfortunesi 
respect at least her old age and grey hairs, 
— this is the last stage of existence so fine* 
ly treated by the Latin poet : 



-Omni 



** Membroram damno major dementia, quae nee 
Nomina servorum, nee vultus agnoscit amicly 
Cum quos preterita coenavit nocte, nee illOB 
Quo8 genuit, quos eduxil".^— -^ 

'* That*s Latin," said Elspeth, rousing 
herself as if she attended to the lines which 
the Antiquary recited with great pomp of 
diction,—" That's Latin," and she cast a 
wild glance around her — " Has there a 
priest fund me out at last ?" 

" You see, nephew, her comprehension 
is almost equal to your own of that fine 
passage." 
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** I hope you think, sir, that I knew, it 
to be Latin as well as she did}" 

" Why, as to that 'but stay, «hc is 

about to speak,^ 

^^ I will have no prieit^none," said the 
bddame with ito potent vehemence,—** as 
I have lived I Will die — none KbalLsay that 
I betrayed my mistress, though it were to 
save my soul.'* 

** That bespoke a foul conscience/' said 
the mendicant ; ** I wuss ^11 jlf^^ mak a 
clean breast an' it were but i^r^her ain 
sake," and he again assailed hen 

** Wecl, gudewife, I did your errand to 
theYerr 

'^ To wbatEarl ? I ken nac Earl— I ketfd 
a Countess ance-^I wish to heaven I had 
never ken'd her ! for by that acquaiVL^ance, 
neighbour, there cShi," — and she counted 
her withered fingers as she spoke—** firsl^ 
pride, then malice, then revenge, then 
false witness; and murther tirl'd at the 
door-pin if he cam na ben — ^And were na 
thae pleasant guests^ think ye, to take up 
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Iftieir quarters in ae woman's heart? I trow 
there was routh o' company.'* 
> ^' But, cummer, it waana the Countess 
of Glenallan, I meant, but her son, him 
that was Lord Geraldin/' 

** I mind it now,** she said ; " I saw him 
no that lang syne, and we had a heavy 
speech thegither. — Eh, sirs, the comely 
young lord is turned as aiild and frail as t 
atm— it's muckle that sorrow and heart-- 
break, and crossing of true love, will do 
wi' young blbckl— But suldna his mither 
hae lookit to that hersel ? — ^We were but 
to do her bidding, ye ken— I am sure there's 
naebody can blame me-^he was na my son, 
and she was my mistress— Ye ken how the 
t^hytne says— I hae Iftaist forgotten how 
to si!ng, or •else the tuners left my auld 
liead: 

<< He tum'd him right and round againy 
Said, scorn na at my mither ; 
Light loves I may get mony a ane^ 
But minnie ne'er anither^'' 
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" Then he was but of the half blude, y* 
ken, and her's was the right Glenallan 
after a'. Na, na, I maun never plane do- 
ing and sufFering for the Countess Joscje- 
lin. Never will I mane for that." 

Then drawing her flax from the dis* 
tafF, with the dogged air of one, who is 
resolved to confess nothings she rQSume4 
her interrupted occupation. 

** I hae heard," said the mendicant, ta- 
king his cue from what Oldbuck had told 
him of the family history^ " I hae heardj 
cummer, that some ill tongue suld hae 
come between the £arl, that's Lord Geral- 
din, and his young bride.'* 

** 111 tongue?" she said, in hasty alarm, 
** and what had she to fear frae an ill 
tongue P— she was gude and fair aneugh-— 
at least a' body said sacBut had she 
keepit her ain tongue afF ither folk, she 
might hae been living like a leddy for a* 
that's come and gane yeU" 

** But ITiae heard say, gudewife, there 
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was a clatter in the country, that her hus- 
band and her were ower sibb when they 
married.** 

" Wha durst speak o' that?'* said the 
old woman hastily ; " Wha durst say they 
were married?— Wha ken'd o' that?— not 
the Countess— not I— if they wedded in 
secret they were severed in secret — They 
drank of the fountains of their ain der 
ceit.** 

" No, wretched beldame,'* exclaimed 
Oldbuck, who. could keepsilence no long- 
er^ *' they drank the poison that you and 
your wicked mistress prepared for them." 

^' Ha, ha !" she replied, " I aye thought 
it would come to this — it's but sitting si- 
lent when they examine me— there*s nae 
torture in our days— and if there is, let 
them rend me!— It*s ill o* the vassal's 
mouth that betrays the bread it eats.** , 

" Speak to her, Edie," said the Anti- 
quary, " she knows your voice, and an- 
swers to it most readily," 
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" Wt sfcall mak nacfthmg mair out o' 
lier/* toid Ochiltree. ^' Wlien she baa 
clinkit hersel down that way, and faulded 
her arms, she winna speak a Word, they 
say, for* weeks thegither. And besides, to 
niy thinking, her face i^ sair changed 
since wc cam in; However, Rfc try her 
ance mair to satisfy your honour.'-^ So ye 
canna keep in mind, cummer, that your 
auld mistress, the Countess Joscelin, has 
been removed ?*' 

• •« Removed T she exclaimed ; fbt that 
namie never- fkited to produce its usual 
effect upon her, "then we thaun a' follow. 
A' imaun ride when 'she is in the saddle— 
teUtfcettt td let Lord OeraMin ken weVe 
on before them*— bring my hood' and scarf 
r*-ye wadna hac me gang in the cJair- 
Tiage wi' my leddy, and' my hair in this 
fashion/' 

She raised her shrfvielled artns, and seem- 
ed busied If ke a woman who puts on tfer 
cloak to go abroad, then dropped them 
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slowly and stiffly ; and, the same idea Off a 
journey still floating apparently tfarougk 
her head; she proceeded in a hurried and 
interrupted manner, — *• Call Miss Ne- 
ville — What do you mean by Lady Geral- 
din? I said Eveline Neville — not Lady 
Geraldin-^there's no Lady Geraldin-^tell 
her thatj and . bid her change her wet 
gown, and no' look sae pale.— -Bairn I what 
should she do wi' a bairn ?~maidens hae 
nane, I trow.— Teresa — Teresa— my Lady 
calls us I— Bring a candle^ the grand stair- 
owe is as mirk as a Yule midnight-— We 
are coming, my Lady !** With these words 
she sunk back on the settle, and from 
thence sidelong to the floor. 

£die ran to support her, but hardly got 
her in his arms, before he said, ^' It's a* 
ower~she has passed away even wi' that 
last word." 

'^ Impossible,'' said Oldbuck, hastily ad- 
vancing, as did his nephew. But nothing 
was more certain. She had expired with 
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the last hurried word that left her lips, 
and all that remained before them, were 
the mortal reliques of the creature who 
had so long struggled with an internal 
sense of concealed guilt, joined to all the 
distresses of age and poverty. 

" God grant she be gane to a better 
place," said £die, as he looked on the life* 
less body; "but, oh! there was some- 
thing lying hard and heavy at her heart« 
I have seen mony a ane die, baith in the 
£eld o' battle and a fair strae. death at 
hamej but I wad rather seet hem a' ower 
again, as sic a fearfu' flitting as her's." 

" We must call in the neighbours," said 
Oldbuck, when he had somewhat recover- 
ed his horror and astonishment, " and give 
warning of this additional calamity — I 
wish she could have been brought to a 
confession. And, though of far less con- 
sequence, I could have wished to tran- 
scribe that metrical fragment. But Ue.a* 
vens will must be done !" 



d by Google 



THE ANTIQUART. £37 

They left the hut accordingly, and gave 
the alarm in the hamlet, whose matrons 
instantly assembled to compose the limbs 
and arrange the body of her who might be 
considered as the mother of their settle- 
ment. Oldbuck promised his assistance 
for the funeraU 

" Your honour," said Allison Breck, 
who was next in age to the deceased, 
** suld send doun something to. us for 
keeping up our hearts at the lyke-wake, 
for a' Saunders's gin, puir man, was druck- 
en out at the burial o' Steenie, and we'll 
no get mony to sit dry.lipped aside the 
corpse. Elspeth was unco clever in her 
young days, as I can mind right weel, but 
there was aye a word o' her no being that 
chancy — Ane suldna speak ill o' the dead 
— mair by token, o' ane's cummer and 
neighbour-^but there was queer things 
said about a leddy and a bairn or she left 
theCraigbutnfoot. And sae, in gude troth, 
it will be a puir lyke«wake, unless your hb*% 
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nour sends lis something to keep us crack« 
ing. 

" Yon shall have some whisky," answer* 
ed Oldbuck, " the rather that you have 
preserved the proper word for that ancient 
custom of watching the dead.-^You ob- 
serve, Hector, this is genuine Teutonic, 
from the Gothic Lekhnamj a corpse^ It is 
quite erroneously called Late^wakef though 
Brand favours that modern corruption and 
derivation*" 

" I believe," said Hector to himself, 
** my uncle would give away Monkbarns 
to any one who would come to ask it ki 
genuine Saxon ! Not a drop of whisky 
would the old creatures have got, had 
their president asked it for the use of the 
LatC'Jwake^ 

While Oldbuck was giving some further 
directions, and promising assistance, a ser- 
vant of Sir Arthur's came riding very hard 
along the sands, and stopped this horse 
when he saw die Antiquary. ^^ There had 
6 
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sometbing,f' he said, *? very particular hap- 
pened at the castle,** (he could not, or 
would not, explain what,) "and Miss War- 
dour ha4 sent him off express to Mo^k- 
tarns, to beg Mr.Oldbuck would come to 
them without a moment's del^/' 

'' I am afraid/' said the Antiquary, " his. 
course also is drawing to a cJose-^What 
canJ[dk>.?'; 

" Do, ^ir ?" excl^ime4 Hector with his 
characteristic impatience,,—'" get on the 
horsci and turn his head homeward — ^you 
will be at Kn<^c]^wimiock castle in ten 
xninutcs." 

" He's quite a free. goer,'* said the ser- 
vant, dismounting to adjust the girths and 
stirrups,—" he only pulls a little if he feels 
a dead weight on him/' 

" I should be soon a dead . weight qff^ 
him, .my friend," said the Antiquary. — 
*^ What the devil,. nephew, are you weary 
of me ? or do you suppose mci weary of 
my Ufe^ that 1 3hQuld g^% Q9k ti» back of 
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such a Bucephalus as that ?— No, no, my 
friend, if I am to be at Knockwinnock to-, 
day, it must be by walking quietly for- 
ward on my own feet, which I will do with 
as little delay as possible. Captain M^In- 
tyre may ride that animal himself, if he 
pleases/' 

" I have little hope I could be of any 
use, uncle, but I cannot think of their 
distress without wishing to shew sympa- 
thy at least— so I will ride on before, and 
announce to them that you are coming, — 
rU trouble you for your spurs, my friend." 

" You will scarce need them, sir," said 
the man, taking them off at the same time^ 
and buckling them upon Captain M^In- 
tyre's heels, " he's very frank to the road,** 

Oldbuck stood astonished at this last act 
of temerity. ** Are you mad. Hector?" he 
said, " or have you forgotten what is said 
by Quintus Curtius, with whom, as a sol- 
dier, you must needs be familiar, Nobilis 
equus umbra quidem virgcs regifur; ignavus 
11 
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Mcakariquidmexcitari potest^ which plain- 
ly shews that spurs are useless in every 
case, and, I may add, dangerous in most." 
But Hector, who cared little for the opi- 
nion either of Quintus Curtius, or of the 
Antiquary, upon such a topic, only answer- 
ed with a heedless " Never fear, never 
fear, sir," 

" With that he gave his able horse the head, 
And, bending forward, struck his armed heels 
Against the panting sides of his poor jade, 
Up to the rowel-head; and starting so^ 
He seemed in running to devour the way. 
Staying no longer question.^'— ««^ 

** There they go, well matched," said 
Oldbuck, looking after them as they start- 
ed, — ** a taad horse and a wild boy, the 
two most unruly creatures in Christen- 
dom ; and all to get half an hour sooner 
to a place where nobody wants him. For 
I doubt Sir Arthur's griefs are beyond the 
cure of our light horseman. It must be 

VOL. III. h 
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the villainy of I>Qu«tef8viv€],i fw whom 
Sir Artlwr has done ao much ; fer I cannot 
help observing, that,^ with aende aatuceff, 
Tacitus's maxioi holdeth good : " Ben^cia 
eo uspic lata sunt dum vidiatuw ej^soiai posse ; 
ubi uuiittm ajtttmenere^ pre gratia odmm red- 
ditur—fvouk wbieb a wise wMk mg^ tal^e 
a cautioni not to oblige any man beyoM 
the degree in which he may expect to be 
requited, lest he shonM make his debtor a 
bankrupt in gratitude." 

Murmuring to himself such scraps of 
cynical philosophy, ouir Antiquary paced 
the sands towards Knockwiaseek ^ but it 
is necessary we should Outstrip him, for 
the purpose of expfeiiBiag the reasons of 
his beii^ so anxiously sumnKmedtfaithen 
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GHAPTER Xlf. 

: to, whOto t&e Oooee, of w1k>bi ^ fbiOe Idl^ 
:^ IneiiDdlitoti t»pbded Q^0r her eggi ef jpU^ 
. With hand ooutrctch'd, impatieBt to destroy, 
Stole on her secret nest the crud Boy, 
Whose gripe rapadous changed her splendid dreai*^ 
«— For wings vain flittering, and Ibr d^ng tcr«nar 

tkeJUmeicfiUSuhmaaiu 

, IPbk^u the %\tsm that Siir Arthur Wacdour 
|iad become possessor of the treasure found 
in Misticot^s graire^ he bad been in a stat^ 
of mind ^ore resen^bliiig ^tacy than sor 
ber sense* Indeed^ at one time his daugl^ 
ter had become seriously apprehensive for 
his intellects ; for, as he had no doubt 
lliat he had the secret of possessing him«* 
self of wealth to an unbounded extent^his 
language and carriage were those of a man. 
who had acquired the philosopher's stoaew 
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He talked of buying contiguous estates, 
that would have led him from one side of 
the island to the other, as if he were de- 
termined to brook no neighbour, save the 
sea. He corresponded with an architect of. 
eminence, upon a plan of renovating the 
castle of his forefathers, on a scale of ex- 
tended magnificence that might have ri- 
valled that of Windsor, and laying out the 
grounds on a suitable scale. Troops of li- 
veried menials were already, in fancy, mar- 
shalled in his halls, and— for what may not 
unbounded wealth authorize its possessor 
to aspire to? — the coronet of a marquis, 
perhaps of a duke, was glittering before 
his imagination.— His daughter— to what 
matches might she not look forward?^ 
'Even ah alliance with the blood-royal was 
not beyond the sphere of his hopes. — His 
'son was already a general— and he himself 
whatever ambition could dream of in its 
Mrildest visions. vw 

In this mood, if any one endeavoured to 
Hbring Sir Arthur down to the regions of 
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common ^life, his fcplies wece in the vein 
of ancient Pistol : ; . .. 



A fico for the iforldj aad worldliogs base! 
I speak, of Africa and golden jojs I 

The reader pjay jconceiv!? the amazement 
of Miss Wardour, when, instead of under- 
going an investigation concerning the ad-^ 
dresses of Lovel, as she, ha4 e;^pected from 
the long conf^r^encepf her father with M^ 
Oldbuck^ .upon .the. morning of the fated 
day wheA the tf easure was discovered, the 
conversation of Sir Arthur announced an 
imagination heated vyith the hopes of pos^ 
sessing the most unbounded wealth. But 
she was seriously alarmed when Douster^ 
swivel was sent fqr to the castle— and 
was closeted with her father— his misha^i 
condoled ^ith_his part taken, and his loss 
compensated.— All the suspicions which 
she had ^on'g entertained respecting this 
man became strengthened, by observing 
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hit paint to keep up the golden dreams of 
her father, and to secure for himself^ un- 
der various pretexts, as much as was pos- 
sible out af the windfall which had sa 
strangely fallen to Sir Arthur's share. 

Other evil symptoms began to appear,, 
following close on each other. ^Letters ar- 
rived every post, which Sir Arthur, as soon 
as he had looked at the directions, flung 
into ttie fire without taking the trouble ta 
open them. Miss Wardour eouM not helpi 
suspecting that these epistles, the contents 
of which seemed to be known to her fathei^ 
by a sort of intuition, came from pressing 
creditors. In the meanwhile, the tempo- 
rary aid which he had received from the 
treasure^ dwindled fast away. By far the 
greater p»rt had been swallowed up by the 
necessity of paying the bill of six hundred 
pounds, which had threatened Sir Arthur 
with instant distress. Of the rest, some 
part w^s given to the adepts some wasted 
upon extravagancies which seemed to the 
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poor knight fiilly muthorized by bis fuU- 
bioim hopesy^and some went to stop for 
a time the mouths of such claimants, whO| 
being weary of fair promises, had become 
of opinion with Harpagon, that it was ne- 
cessary to touch something substantiaL 
At length circumstamces announced but 
too plainly, that it was all expended with* 
in two or three days after its disopvery, 
and there appeared no prospect of a sup- 
ply. Sir Arthur, naturally impatient, now 
taxed Dousterswivel anew with breach 
of these promises, through which he had 
hoped to turn all his lead into gold. But 
that worthy gentleman's torn was now ser- 
ved ; and as he had grace enough to wish 
to avoid witnessing the fall of the house 
which he had undermined, he was at the 
trouble of bestovring a few learned terms 
of art upon Sir Arthur^ that at least he 
might not be tormented before his time. 
He took leave of him, with assurances that 
he would retarn to Knockwinnook the 
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next mowings ..with such information as 
would nQt fail ,to.relieve Sir Arthur from 
all his distresses. 

" For,.;since. I. have consulted in siicH 
matters^rliive. never," said Mr Herman 
Dousterswiv^l, '^approached so near de 
arcanum^ what you call de great mystery, 
— dc Pajachresta-'— de Polychresta^ — I do 
know as much of it as Pelasco deTaranta, 
or Bajsiliusrrand either I will bring you in 
two and tree days de No. IL of Mr Mish- 
digoat, or you shall caU me one knave my* 
self, and never look me iii de face again 
na more at all.** 

The adept departed with this assurance, 
in the firm resolution of making good the 
latter part of the proposition, and never 
again appearing before his injured patron. 
Sir Arthur remained in a doubtful and 
anxious state of mind. The positive as$Ur 
ranees of the philosopher, with the hard 
words Panchresta, Basilius, and so forth, 
produced some eflfect on his mind. Bu.t 
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he had been too often deluded by such 
jargon to be absolutely relieved of his 
doubt, and he retired for the evening into 
bis library, in the fearful state of one who, 
banging over a precipice and without the 
means, of retreat, perceives, the stqne oh 
which be r^t$.g(aduaJl7>par,ting from tl\e 
rest of the crag, and about .to gjive wa; 
with, him. ' 

The visions qf hope decayed, apd there 
increased in proportion that. feve|rish_ag9» 
ny of anticipation, with which anian, edar 
ciated in acsen^e pf cQAseqif^Ace^^apd pos- 
sessed of opulenceiT-tbe, suppqcter^of an 
ancient name„ and the.^ther. of, two pro- 
mising childre»,-^f0i:es?w the hour ap- 
preaching' which should deprive hinv of 
all^ the splendour whi^h time had n^ade 
familiarly necessary, to hiiPf ai^dsend him 
forth into the world tostr^ggle .with poveN 
ty, with rapacity, 4nd with scorn. Under 
thesediire forebodingis,.hi^ teipper, exhaust- • 
edfby the sicknes? of deUye^d hope, became 
peevish and fretful, and his words and acr.- 
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tions Bometiweu expressed a reckless 4iBt^ 
peratidOi which alarmed Miss Wardour e^« 
tretnely. We have seen^ on a former occau 
sioDi that Sir Arthur was a man of patsicma 
lively and quick, in proportion to the weak>- 
ness of his character in other respects ; he 
was unused' to contradiction* uid if he had 
been hitherto^ in genemli goocMiumouMd 
and cheerful, it was probably because th^ 
course of his life had afforded no sucb 
frequent provocation as to render his if ri«> 
tability katHtuaL 

On the thifd mor«iing after Dmisterswt* 
Vel's departure, the servant^ as usual) hid 
on the breakfast table the newspaper and 
fetters of the day. Miss Watdour took t^ 
the former to avoid the continued ill-kii<> 
mout of her father^ who had wrought him- 
self into a violent passiim becausfe the 
toast was over-browned. 

** I perceive how it is,"* was his Cdnclor 
ding speech on this interesting subject^*— 
** my servants^ who have had their shttre 
of my fortune, begin to think there is little 
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td be nade of me in fiiture. But while I 
Ml the scoundrels' master I will be so, and 
})ermit no neglect^no, nor endure a hah*V 
breadth diminution of the respect I am en** 
titled to exact from them»'' 

^ I am ready to leave jryjxt honoar^s ser- 
yioe this instant,*' Mid the dtnneistie upon 
WiMom the fault )iad been charged, ** at 
Mon 'IS you tntder payment of my wages.^ 

Sir Arthur, as if stung by a serpent, 
thrust his hand infto his pocket, and in* 
Aant^ drew otrt the money which it con- 
tained, but which wasi short of the tntuS 
x^hm. ^* What money have yon |;ot, Misa 
"Wardonr }*" he satd, in a tone of afS^ted 
calmness, but which eontealed violent agi- 
tetioti. 

Mi^s Wairdotir gstc Mm her purse ; he 
attempted to count the bank-notes which 
it contained, *but could not reckon them» 
AfWrtwice miscounting the Sum, he threw 
the whole to his daughter, and irayingin a 
atern voiee, <' Pay the taseal^ and let him 
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leave the house instantly !" he ffttrode out 
of the room. . * , , . 

The mistress^ and servant sto(^, aUke 
astonished at the agitation and yehem^iK^ 
of his manner. 

** I am sure, ma'am, if I had, thojpgbt I 
was particularly wrang, I ^sadijf^ Ijagiavuie 
ony answer when Sir Ar4;hur challenged 
me — I.hae been lang in, his service, ^and be 
has been, a kind master, and^you a kind 
mistress, and I.wad like ill ye should think 
1 wad start for a hasty word — I:am suxie it 
was very wcang o' me to speak about wage^ 
to his honour, when maybe he has corner 
thing to vex hini, I had nae thoughts o* 
leaving the family in this way/' 

** Go down stairs, Robert," said his mis- 
tress.-." something has happened to fret 
my father— go down stairs, and let Alick 
answer the bell/' 

When the man leftthe room, Sir Arthur 
re-entered, as if he had been watching, his 
departure* '' What's the meaning of this T 
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he s^id hMtily, .as he observed' d«e notei 
lying stiU on^thetablcr^^ Is be notgcme? 
Jian I neither to be' obeyed ab' a master or 
afather?** ' '-- *••:. -'r. -:-» 

/' He is gone to give up his- charge '16 
the housekeeper, sir;— I thbtight tliere was 
not such instant haste/' ^ 

. • ** There i> h'aste» Miss Wardofur/* an- 
swered her father, interrupting* h^r i^^ 
*^ What I do henceforth^ in the house of 
my forefathers^ must be done speedily, or 
never." \ ' 

He then sate down, and took up with a 

trembling hand the bason of tea prepared 

for him, protracting the swallowing of it, 

as if to delay the necessity of opening the 

post-letters which lay on the table, and 

which he eyed from tinie to time, as if 

they had been a nest of adders ready tp 

start into life and spring upon him. 

i " You will be happy to hear^" said Miss 

' Wardour, willing .to withdraw her father's 

mind from the gloomy reflections in which 

he appeared to be plunged, " you will be 
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bappy to hetr, str> tbat lieutetmut IVJril^ 
gumbrig has got wfe into Ittitk Roads^- 
I observe there bad been ap^ppehemktta 
for his safety— I am glad we did n^t ht» 
Aem till they wero oontradieted.." 

'' Ami what IS Taffiil au^d bis eun^hng^ 
tome?' 

^ ISir V said Miss Wani^iir itt wtonislH 
jaent ; for Sir Arthur, in his ordinary stMe 
Bt miikd^ took a fidgetty s^rt of i^t^rest in 
jail the gossq) of the day and cdui^try. 

" I say,** repeated he^ in a higher ttnd 
.stilt more impattesit key» '' what db I eare 
who is saved oc lost ?»^ilt's notliiiig to pm^ 
XtttpposeP'* 

'' I dkl not kfiow yoa wese hwtyy 9m 
ArthfiSr ; aad thought, as Mr Tal^l is k 
brave men, and from our own country^ 
you would be ba^y to hcar**--^— • 

'' Q, I iiin happy-i.««s happy as possible 
^'^nd, to midce you happy tbo^ you shall 
hare some of Jtoy good news in retumJ 
And ht caught up a lettor. *^ It dots not 
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ugaify irUcbr I opea first^^^bqr are all to 
the sftme time.'' 

He broke €^ seal hastily) run the letter 
e^efi and tbeii threw it to hit daughter-^ 
" Aye i I €oukl not. have lighted more 
lu^i{»ly !^^s fklaoet the oope-fttone.** 

Miss Wardoor, in siteat terror^ took up 
t3ie letter. ^' Read it. Read it aloud r 
said Jier father ; ^^ it ^nnot be read too 
often ; it will sei^ to hretik you in for 
other good news of th# nme kind.** 
< She began to tead wi^ a faulleriiig 
wiec, *• Dear Sir."' 

''He duts me too, you lee^th^ impu*^ 
dent drudge of a writer'ii oftiM» who, a 
twelvMionth aino^ wm not fit company 
for my second tablc^^I suppose I shall be 
dear Knight with Mm by and by."^ 

" Dear Sir,'' resumed Mt» Wan^Mr; 
but, ittterruptiitig herself *' I Mte the con- 
tents are ni^esfsant) sir^t wHl only ven 
yon my reading ttem aloud/' 

<^ If yon wiU allow me to know my own 
pleasuiei Miss Wardour, I entreat you «o 
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go on-rj preaume, if it were unnecessary^ . 
I would npt ask you to take the trouble/' 

'^ Having been of late taken into co« 
part^ery," continued Miss Wardour, read- 
ing ifhe letter, "by Mr. Gilbert Green- 
horn,, jgn pf your late correspondent and 
mai^^pf Jb^sinei$s^ Girnigo Grdcnhorn, Esq. 
writer to the signcit,. whose business T 
cpnduptf d as parliament-bouse clerk fop 
many years^. which, business will in future 
be carried on undei^.the firm of Green- 
horn and Grinderson^ (which I memoran- 
dum for the sake of accufacy in address-* 
ing your future letters,) and having had 
of late favours of your'ft, directed to my 
afoj(S».4i4 partner, Gilbert Greenhorn, in 
cpnjsequence of hij absence at the Lam- 
berton races, have the honour to reply to 
yQiir,0i»id favours/' 

'! You sec my friend is methodical, 
an4 Qpgimences by explaining the causes 
which have procured me so modest and 
elegant a correspondent— Go on— I can 
bear it," 
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' And be Ikugbed that bitter laugh wbich 
is perbap6 the most fearful expression of 
mental misery. -Trembling to proceed, 
and yet afraid to disobey. Miss .Wardour 
con tinned^ to .'read t MI am, for myself and 
partner, sorry ^re .cannot oblige you by 
looking out. for the sums you mention, o^ 
applying for a suspension in the case of 
Goldiebird's bon4 ;which would be tpore 
inconsistent, as we have been employed to 
act as the said Goldiebird's procurators and 
attornies, in which capacity w^iiave ta* 
ken out a charge, of horning against youj 
as you mxist be aware by the schedule 
left by the messenger, for the sum of 
four thousand seven hundred and fifty-six 
pounds five shillings and sixpence one- 
fourth of a penny sterling, .wbicb,. with an- 
nual rent and expences effeiring, we pre* 
sume will be settled,, during the currency 
of the charge, jto prevent further trouble, 
5ame time, I am under the necessity, to 
observe our own accomit^ amounting to 
seven hundred and sixty-nine pounds ten 
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abilluigs auid sixpence, is also duti anil set» 
tlement wimld be agreeable; but as we 
hoM your r^ts, title-deeds, and doini- 
ments in hypotheci shall have no objec- 
tion to give reasonable ttme^say till (iie 
next money term^I nm, for myself and 
partner, concerned to add^ tiiatMr Goidie- 
bird'a instructions to us are, to {proceed pe^ 
rempt0rk and sine mora, of wlupb I have 
the pleasmie to advbe you to ptevent fis- 
ture mistakes, reserving to ourselves othei^ 
wise to 4ig^ as accords. I am, for self and 
partnor, dear sir, your oU^|^ huinble sefK 
vant, Gabriel Grindervon, for Greenhon 
and Grinderson."* 

'' Ungrateful villain," said Miss Wat- 
dour. 

'^ Why, so ; it^ in the usual rule, I sup- 
poae; the blow could not have been per. 
feet if dealt by another hand — it's all just 
as it should be," answered the poor Ba- 
ronet, his affected composure sorely be- 
lied by bis f|«iivecing lip ani rolling tqw^^ 
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'^ But here's a postscript I did not notice 
~come, finish the epistle*** 

^ I have to add, (not for self hot part* 
ner) that Mr Greenhorn will accommodate 
you by taking yoar service of plate, or 
the bay horses, if sound in wind and 
limb, at a fair apprectattotti in part pay« 
ment of your accoaipt.'' 

" G — d confound him/ said Sir Arthur^ 
losing all command of himself at this con* 
descending proposal ; " his grandfathef 
^od my father's horses, and this descend- 
ant of a scoundrelly blacksmith proposea 
to swindle me out of mine 1 But I witl 
write him a proper answer.** 

And he sate down and began to write 
with great vehemence, then stopped and 
read aloud, ^* Mr Gilbert Greenhorn, in 
answer to two letters of a late date, I re* 
ceived a letter from a person calling him- 
self Grinderson, and designing himself aa 
your partner. When I address any one, 
I do not usually expect to be answered 
by deputy-^I think I have been useful to 
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your father, and friendly and civil to your^ 
self, and therefore am now surprised — 
And yet," said he, stopping short, "why 
should I be surprised at that or any things 
else-^or ^why should I take up my time in 
writing to such a scolindrcl—I sha'a't be 
always kept in prison, I suppose,^ and M 
break that puppy *s bones when I get out 
shall be my first employment" 

" In prison, sir ?'• said Miss Wardouc 
faintly. 

"Aye, in prison> to be. sure. Do you 
make any question about that? — Why, 
Mr what's his name's fine letter for self 
and partner seems to be thrown away on 
yoU| or else you have got four thousand 
so many hundred pounds with the due 
proportion of shillings, pence, and half- 
pence, to pay that aforesaid demand, as 
he calls it." 

" I, Sir ?-0 if I had the means !~But 
Where's my brother?— Why does he not 
come, and so long in Scotland? He might 
do some^thing to assiat us," 
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^' Who, Reginald ?--*-I suppose he's gone 
ivith Mr Gilbert Greenborni or some such 
respectable person, to the Lamberton races 
-*I have expected him this week past — but 
I cannot wonder that tny children should 
neglect me as well as every other person. 
But I should beg your pardon, my love^ 
who never either neglected or offended 
me in your life." 

And kissing her cheek as she threw her 
arms round his neck, he experienced that 
consolation which a parent feels even in 
the most distressed state, in the assu- 
rance that he possesses the affection of a 
child. 

Miss Wardour took the advantage of 
this revulsion of feeling to endeavour to 
sooth her father's mind to composure. She 
reminded him that he had many friends. 

** I had many once," said Sir Arthur ; 

*' but of some I have exhausted their 

kindness with my frantic projects— others 

are unable to assist me— others are unwiU 

4 
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ling— it 18 all over with tne-*»l (mljr hope 
Reginald will take tiumplc hj my foUy^** 

«< Should I not aond to MMikbMriiSi 
sir F' said his daugbfaen 

^ Te what piirpMe P He catt»ot lend mt 
auch. a aoni^ amd would not if he cauM^ 
for. he knowa I am otherwise dsowned ia 
debt; and he would eoikjr give me scrapi 
of misanthropy and quaint ends of Jjs^ 
lin*^ 

'^ But he if ahvewd and aennide/ aad 
was bred to business, and^ I am swre^ id* 
ways loved this family*'* 

'^ Yes ; I beKeve be did^iC is a fine 
pass we are come to, when the affection 
of an Oldbuck is of consefuenoe to a 
Wardour !^But wbec^ matters cosne taex« 
tremity, as I suppose they pnesently will-« 
it may be as well to send for him« — And 
now go take your walk^ my dear — my 
mind is mor« composed than when I had 
this cursed disclosure to qpiake.^You know 
the worst, and may daily or hourly aspect 
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it. Go take ycmr walk--I wottkl wiUingly 
be alone for a little wbilc*"* 

WhfB M'isa Watdottr Wb the apartmeQ^ 
Iter fir$t occupation was toiaYaiii herself of 
%k^ half pemiisftioii; granted by her £Either» 
bjr^ di«patcbtng to Monkbams the messen^ 
ger, vho» a& we have already see&i met 
tiio Antiquaury and bis aephev on the sea 
boacb, 

little reeking, and indeed scarce knew* 
iag^ where she was wandering, chance di« 
reeted bee into the walk beneftth the 
bfiary bank aa it was called. A brooks 
whichf m former days, had supplied the 
casAle-moat with water, here descended 
^oiigb a narrow dell, up' which Miss 
War.dour's taate had diteeted a natural 
path, whicb waa rendered dean and ea&y, 
without the air of being formally made 
avad preserved. It snited well the charac«- 
tes of the little glen,, which was orerhung 
witht thickets and underwood, chiefly of 
larch and bawl, intermixed with the uaval 
varietiea of the thorn and briar. la this: 
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walk bad paissed that spene of dxplanaf 
tion between Miss Wardour andLovel 
which was overheard by old EdieOchil- 
treCi With a h^art softened by the dis« 
tress which approached her family, Miss 
Wardour now recalled every word and ar- 
gument which Lovel had urged in sup* 
port of his suit, and could not help con- 
fessing to herselfi it was no small subject 
of pride to have inspired a young man of 
his talents with a passion so strong and 
disinterested. That he should have left 
the 'pursuit of a professbn in which he 
was said to be rapidly rising, to bury him- 
self in a disagreeable place like Fairport^ 
and brood over an unrequited passion/ 
might be ridiculed by others as romantic^ 
but was naturally forgiven as an excess of 
affection by the person who was the ob- 
ject of his attachment. Had he possessed 
an independence, however moderate, or 
aseertained a clear and undisputed claim 
to the rank in society he was well qualified 
to adorn, she might now have had it in her 
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jyoWtr to offer lierfather, donng his mis- 
ibrtuAeSi an asykm inan estabUshmenti cf 
her own. These thoughts, so Uvoiatsble 
tathe nbsentxltyreT, crowded in one after 
the other With snch % nrinute reoapitula* 
fei^ (yf his words, loOkS/ and actions, as 
paiaiy intnnWted' that hie former repulse 
bad been dicitati^d rather by duty than in^ 
clination. Isabella was musing alternately 
uftii ihi^ ftubjeict, and upon that of her 
fathei^Vmisfof tunes, when, as the path 
winded round a little hillbclc, cf^vered 
with brush woody the oldBtue-gowni sud- 
denly met hen 

'With an air as if he had something im- 
portant and mysterious to comnrnnicate^ 
he doffed 'his' bonnet, and assumed the 
cautious step and voice of one who would 
not willingly be overheard. ** I hae been 
wishing tnfuckle to meet wL' yoor leddy- 
ship^^for ye ken I darena eome to th« 
bouse for DousterswiveU" 

"^I heard indeed/* said Miss Wafdour> 
droppiiig an alms into the bon|iet> ^^ I 
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beard that you bad done a very fodiah if 
Upt a -rery bad tinng, £die, and I was 
sorry to hear it.** 

" Hout, my bonny leddy^fuliabr-^A- 
tbe warld's fules— and bo^ abonld aiild 
£die Ocbiltree t^e aye mser-rand for .tbe 
evil—let them wba deal wi'Douaterawive} 
tell vbether be gat a grain mair tbati bia 
deserts.'* 

'' tEbat imay be true,- Edie, apd yet,'' 
said Miss Wardoin; *' you way haye been 
very wrong/' 

'^ Weel, weel; we^se no -dispute that 
e'ennow— it's about yoursel Vm gaun to 
speak— Diy ye ken what's bapging ower 
the house of Knockwinnock ?" ; 

*^ Great distress, { fear, Edie,'' answer* 
ed Miss Wardour;^ '* but I am surprised 
^ it is already 'SO public*' 

' "Public !-ilSweepcleap, the messenger, 
will be there tbe day wi' a' his tackle. 
J ken it frae atie o' the concurrents, as 
they ca* tliem, that's warned to roee^bim, 
and they'll be about their wark belive— 
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-^Mrb»re tbey clip there needs nae kanie~; 
tkey sheer close an^ugh." . 

" Are you sure this bad hour, £die» is 
so very. near? — corneal know; it will/ 
. . *Mti^s c^en as I tell you. leddy ; . but din* 
BE. be. cast down— there's a heaven qwer 
your head here, as weel as in that fearful 
night atween the Bally-burgfaness and the 
Halket-head- D'ye think He, wha rebuked 
the waters, xannaprotect.you against the 
wrath of jnen, though' they.be armed with 
human authority ?'' . . . 

" It is, indeed, all we have to truSt to." 
"Ye dintta ken^ye dinna keh— when 
the night's darkest, the dawn's nearest.— ^ 
If 1 had a gude. horse, or could ride him 
when I had him, I reckon there wad be 
help y^.t«-*-I; trusted to hae. gotten a cast 
wi' the Royal CbarJotle, but she's coupit ' 
yonder, it's like, at Kittl^brig. There was 
a youDggeatleman on fherbox, and he bt- 
hiived to drive ; and Tarn Sang, that suld 
hae had mair sense, he behuved to let bimi 
7' 
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and the daft callant could na tak the turn 
at the comer o' the btig, and odd! hm 
took' the curb^stanei and he'a wbomled hec 
as I wad whomle a toom bicke^«4t was a 
luck I hadua gotten on the tap.o' her^— 
Sae I came down atween hope and despair 
to see if ye wad send me on/' 

** And, Edie,— where would you go P 

« To Tannonburgh, my leddy/' (which 

waa the first »tage from Faii^ioft^ but a 

good deal nearer to Knockwinnook)» ** and 

that without delay-<-it's a' pn your ain bu« 



siness.'" 



^'Our business^ £die! Alasi I give you 
all credit for your good meanings but"— 

^^ There's nae bMts< about it^ my leddy, 
for gang I maun*" - * ^ 

^^ But what is it that you would do at 
Tannonburgh ?— or how can^ your going 
there benefit- my father's a&irs f^' 
« ^^ Indeed^ my swe^leddyi ye maun just 
trust that bit secret to auld*£die'a grey 
pi>w> and ask nae quostioos about it*-<*Ger« 
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tainly if I wad hae vared my life for you 
yon nighty I can hae nae reason to play an 
til pliskie t'ye in the day o^ your distress «'* 

<< Well, Edie, follow me theni** said Miss 
Wardouf ; ** and I will try to get you sent 
to Tannonburgh.'^ 

" Mak haste then, my bonny leddy, mak 
haste for the love o' gudeness I''— and he 
continued to exhort her to expedition un- 
til they reached the castle. 
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CHAPTER XIIK 

IM those go lee who will— I like it not-*> 
For, say be was^a slave to rank and pomp. 
And all the nothings he is now divorced from 
By the hard doom of stem necessity ; 
Yet is It sad to mark his altered brow, 
' Where Vanity adjusts her flimsy veil 

O'er the deep wrinkles of repefitant anguish. 

When Miss Wardour arrived in the court 
of the castle^ she was apprized by the first 
glance, that the visit of the officers of the 
law had already taken place. There was 
confusion, and gloom, and sorrow, and cu- 
riosity among the domestics, while there* 
tainers of the law went from place to place 
making an inventory of the goods and 
chattels falling under their distress^ or 



d by Google 



THE AHlTlQVAWt. 21 1 

poinding, as it is^callcd in the kw of Scot- 
fend. Captain M*Intyre flew to her, as 
struck dumb with the melancholy convic* 
tiott of her father's ruin—she paused upon 
the threshold of the gateway. 

" Dear 'Miss Wardour,^he said, " do not 
make yourself uneasy ; my uncle is coming 
immediately; and. I am sure he will find 
some way to clear the bouse of these ras- 
cals." 

« Alatf Captain M'lntyre, I fear it will 
be too late." 

** No," answered Edie impatiently,— 
'^ j^ould I but get to Tannonburghi la the 
name orheaven, Captain! contrive some 
way to get me on, andye'll do Ihis poor 
ruined family the best day's doing that has 
been done them since Redhand's days-^ 
for as sure as e'er an au^ld saw came true, 
Knockwinnock house and land Will be lost 
and won this day." 

" What good can you do, old man?'* 
said-Hector# . 
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But Robert, the dome$tic with whom 
Sir Arthur bad beea so much disphsased in 
the oioroingi, as if he had been watching 
for an opportunity to display his zeal^ 
stepped hastily, forward, and said to .hi# 
miitnsss, ^' If y^u please, nia'aip> this^auld 
maUi Ochiltjfe?, is very skeely.^d aold** 
farrant about n>9ny things^ ^s jths diseases 
of COW99 and bora^ and si^ like* ^n^i I ain 
sure he doesna want to be at Taanonburgb 
th^, 4^y fqr'^naethingi since he infi^ on't 
this gate ; and, if your ieddyship plew% 
ru drive huzithererin the tax^c^ in-an 
hour's timc^I wad fein b^ of Aonie imc^ 
I could bite my very tongue out. when X 
think on this morning.'V ; 
.''I am obliged to yoji, Robert;'' said 
Miss Wardour ; '* and if you redly think 
it has the least chance of being useful"*-* 
" In the name of God," said the old mh% 
" yoke the cart, Robie, aiid if I am noo^ 
some use, less or mair, TlLgie ye leave to 
fling me ower Kittlebrig as ye com* back 
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ag^ftin. Rit O mao, haste ye, for time's 
pjecioiis this day.** 

Robert looked at his mistress as she re* 
tired into the house, and seeing he was not 
prohibited, flew to the stable-yard, which 
was adjacent to the court, in order to yoke 
the carriage ; for, though an old beggar 
was the personage least likely to render 
e£fectual assistance in a case of pecuniary 
distress, yet there was among the common 
people of Edie's circle, a general idea of 
his prudence and sagacity, which authori* 
sed Robert's conclusion, that he would not 
M earnestly have urged the necessity of 
this expediticm had be not been convinced 
of its utility.«*-*But so soon as the servant 
took hold of a horse to harness him for the 
tax*cart, an officer touched him on the 
shoulder—" My friend, you must let that 
beast alone, he's down in the schedule^" 

** What," said Robert,.*^ am I not to take 
my master's horse to go my young leddy's 
errand r" ^ 

MS 
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^ ** You must remove nothing hcrci* said 
the man of of&ce, ** or'yoti will be liable 
for all consequences." 

" What the devil, sir," said Hector, whoj 
having followed to examine Ochiltree more 
closely oh the nature of his hopes and ex* 
pcctations, already began to bristle like 
one of the terriers of his own native moun- 
tains, and sought but a decent pretext for 
venting his displeasure, ^* have you the 
impudence to prevent the young lady's scr^ 
vant from obeying her orders ?" 

There was something in the air and tone 
of the young soldier, which seemed to ar- 
gue that his interference was not likely to 
be confined to mere expostulation f and , 
which, if it promised finally the ad vantages 
ef a process of battery and deforcement, 
would certainly commence with the un* 
pleasantcircumstances necessary for found- 
ing such a complaint. The legal officer, con- 
fronted with him of the military, grasped 
with one doubtful hand the greasy blud- 



d by Google 



THE ANTIQUAar. 375 

geon which was jto enforce his authority, 
and with the other produced his short offi- 
cial baton, tipped witli Silver, and having 
a moveable riiig upon it — " Captaiii M*In- 
ti5^e^— Sir,— I haye no quarrel with you,~ 
but if }K>u interrupt me in my duty, I will 
break the wsnd of peace and declare my- 
self deforced/' 

"And in^ho the devil cares,*^said Hector, 
" whether you declare yourself divorced or 
married ? — and aS to breaking your wand, 
or breaking the pence, or whia.tever you 
call it; all I know is,« that I will break your 
bones if you prevent the lad from harness- 
ing the horses to obey his mistress's br« 
ders.** 

' *• I take all who stand here to witness/* 
said the messenger, ^' that I shewed him 
my blazon and explained my character.--^ 
He that will to Cupar' maun to Cupar/'—: 
and he slid his enigmatical ritig from one 
end of the baton to the other, being th^ 
appropriate symbol of his having been foi^ 
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xibij ioterrupted in tba dis/^barge of bis 
ditty. 

Honest Hteto;, better accustomed to 
the artillrry of the field than to that of the 
law^aaw this mystical ceremony with great 
indifference i and with like uncoaoern bet 
held tbi^ messefiger sit dot(\^ to write out 
an execution of deforcenieut But at this 
inoio^t; to fff event the weU?meaiiingihot» 
headed Highlander from tunning tl^.risk 
of a aeveiie peqiajiityi the. Antiq^ai^y arrived 
pnfiieg and blowings with his handkerchief 
caramiAed under [bis bat» and his wig upon 
tfae^ndictfbis sjBiek« 

: f ' Wbat the deuee is the martter here/* 
he exclaimed, hastily adjusting his head* 
g«M.j;fM bayjel^een fi?UofWi9gyou in fear 
nffit^ipgyQui idle- loggerhead knocked 
agaioat.Qne>r0ck or ^beri and bere I find 
yoi^i;parted: with- your Bueephalusb wd 
quarreiiing; with. Sweepcl^ae. A messen- 
g<f, ^^HpXi is a woo'se foe than a. Fhocop 
wbeth^ it be the Phaca Barbata, or the 
Fhoca vitulina of your late conflict«*'r~~ 
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, ^ D— n the .phoce» >ir>' said Hector^ 
5^ whether it be the o&e or the other-*-! say 
d— n them .bf>tb particularly !— I think yoi^ 
would not have me stand quietly by and 
see a seouAdrel like thisy^ because he calls. 
Mmaelf a king's m^ssengisn .forsoioth~(l 
hope ihe kipg. has oany bejiter for his^ 
meanest erramiS))Jnault a young; lady of 
family and fashion like Mis^ Wardour ?" . 
'^ Rigl^tly -aiigued,^ Hector; bat tho 
king) like other people^ baa iiQW^ and then 
sha|>by errandfy iand/ i4 your ear^ mnst 
haiye sh^^sfa^. fieUow^ to do tbem« But 
even .suppo^iog you iwiaioqpaiQtedr with, 
the statotea of WilUan^ the.JUon« in which 
cafdfefuartoi V€rm fM^i^i this crime ol 
deforcement is termedi 4€^£(^t^ Bommi 
Regis^ d. con^teiQpt^ to wit> of th^ king 
him«e)f, in whose nai|ie all leg^l diligence 
issues^ could you .^Qt have infeif ed from 
the- inl^mation I; took so much piajins ta 
give you to^dayi- that thpae who interrupt 
offieeris who come tOr^e^eci^te letters oC 
cap^t^oni afe /((z;9^<mi/^ re^ 
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be&ioms ; seeing that he wAo aids a i:ef>el, 
is him^eX^y quodammodo^ an accessary 'to 
rebellion — but 1*11 bring you out of the 
serape/' 

He then spoke to the messenger^ wlMr, 
upon his arrival, had laid aside all tbougirts 
of making a godd bye-Job out of the de- 
forcement, and accepted Mr Oldbnckfs 
assurances that the horse and taxed»(mrt 
should be safely returned in the course of 
two or three hours. 

" Very- welV' sir," said the Antiquary, 
" since you arc disposed to be so civil," you 
sfaaU have another job in your own best 
way— a little cast of stale politics-^a crime 
punishable per Legem Juliam, Mr Sweep* 
clean— Hark thee liither,'* 

And, after a whisper of five minutes, 
he gave him a slip of paper, on receivitig 
which, the messenger mounted his horse, 
and, with one of his assistants, rode away 
pretty sharply. The fellow who remain^ 
ed seemed to delay his operations pu^rpose- 
ly, proceeded in thejrest af his thity very 
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ikivflyi and wHb the caution and preci- 
sion of one who feeU himself overlooked 
by a skilful and severe inspector* 

In the mean time, Oldbuck taking his 
nephew by the arm led him into the house, 
and they were ushered into the presence 
of Sir Arthur Wardoiir, who, in a flutter 
between wounded pride, agonized appre* 
hensk)ny and vain attempts to disjguise 
both under a show ©f indifFererice, exhi-- 
bite4 a spectacle of painful interest. 
. .<5 Happy to see you, Mr Oldbuck— al- 
ways happy to see my friends in fair wea- 
ther or'fottl,"' said the poor Baronet^ strug- 
gling not for composure, l>ut forTgaiety; 
aii affectation which was strongly con* 
trasted by the nervous and protracted 
grasp of toil* hand, and the agitation of his 
whole .dcineanour; '^' I am happy to sec 
yoi|— You ate riding I see — ^I hope itt 
tbia confusion your horses are taken good 
care of— I always like to' have my friends 
horses looked after-^lgad, they will havfe 
all my care now, for you see they are like 
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to leavie me none of niy oWn^-he ! he I ht i 
eh,Mr01dbuck?" 

This attempt at a jest W4a Attended hf, 
a hysterical giggle, which poor Sir Arthur 
intended should sound, as^ an indifferent 
laugh. 

** You know I never tvie^ Sir Arthur/* 
said the Antiquary. . 

** I beg your pardon ; biit wre I. saw* 
your nephew arrire on horseback. a shorts 
time since* We roust look after officera* 
horses, and' his. was. a handsomie grey^ 
cltfirger, as I hai/ie seen.*' 

Sir Arthur was . about to ri«g the» bell, ^ 
when Mr Oldbuck said^ >^* My nephew 
came on your own grey hotsei Sir At? 
thur/* ; / 

" Mine 1" said the podr Bayonet; " mii» 
was it? then the sun had.been in my eyes 
•Well, Tin not worthy hairing a horse 
any longer, since I don^t know my > own 
when I see him.'* 

" Good Heaven,** thought Oldbuck, 
^' how is thisman altered frosni the formal 
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stoltditj; of his usual manner!— he grows 
waatoQ under Bdversity-^Sed pereunti mUe 
^uraJ^—Hc then proceeded aloud ; *• Sir 
Arthur, we must necessarily speak a little 
on business." 

'' To be sure/ said Sir Arthur ;^" but it 
was so good that I should not know the 
horse I have ridden these five yeara^ lia ! 

/ f Sir Arthur," said the Antiquary, <' don't 
l^tmfoWaiM^e time .^hich. is precious; .we 
3]bvill/;^ayiei J[ ^ippe^. inany better seasons 
%i i«MiBg''--<2bi^ir in loco is thf m&siSi 
of HoTfifi^r^l iiHVe than suspect this has 
been brought on 1^ the villainy of Dous* 
ter»wive.L" 

^'.Dofi't laieiBtion his name, sir T said Sir 
Ariburi and ibi« manner entively. changed 
from a fluttered affectation of gaiety to 
all the agitation of fury~his eyes sparkled, 
fai».lD.ou4h foamed, hi^s haada were clench-^ 
ed; /^ don't mentioti his name, sir,'' he 
vociferated, *' unless you would see ine 
go mad in your pcesetice HThat I should 
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have been duch a miserable dolt:-^uch an. 
infatuated idiot-— such a beast, endowed 
with thrice a beast^s »tupidi^y> to be led 
and dViven and spup*galled by such a ras^ 
call and under such ridiculous preteneea*- 
MrOldbuck, I could tear myself whoi I 
think of it/" 

** rorily meant to say,'' answered' tftc 
Antiquary, ** that this fellow is like to 
sneetliis reward ; and I cannot but think 
we shall frighten sotnething oiit of him 
that niay be of service to you— He has 
certainly Bad some uhlawfiil correspond^ 
ence on the other side of the Water." 

•' Has he?— has he?— has he, indeed?— 
then d— n tlie household good&» horses^ 
and so forth^-^I will go to prison a happy 
man, Mr Oldbiick — I hope in Heaven 
tHere*s a reasonable chance of his being 
hanged?" 

" Why, pretty feir,~ said Oldbufek> wil- 
ling to encourage this diversion, in hdpes 
it might mitigate the feelings which seem^ 
ed like to overset the poor man-s underi* 
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»tatiding ; ^' faonester men have stretched, 
arope, or the law has been sadly cheated 
'—But this unhappy business of your*s— 
can nothing be done?-^Let me see the 
eharge." 

'- He todk the papers ; and, aa he read them, 
hts ebuntdiiance grew hopelessly dark and 
"^sconsolate. Miss Wardour'bad by this 
time entered the apartment, and fixing 
her eyes^^ ott Mr Oldbuck, aa if she meant 
to^ read her fate in his looks, easily per^ 
eeived,^ from the change in his eye and 
the dropping of bis n^tbei^jaw, hew Iktle 
was to be hoped. 

- »"v We &re then irremediably ruincfd, Mr 
^Idbiickr 

* ^^ Irremediably ?— I hope not—but the 
instant demand is very large, and othets 
will, doubtless, pour in/' 

• " Aye, never doubt that, Monkb&rns,'' 
-said Sir Arthur ; " where the slaughter is, 
the eaglea will be gathered together.^I am 
Kke a sheep which I have seen fall down a 
|>recipic€^ ot d«op down from sickness^if 
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you had'iiot >3$Q|i 4tsii)^«' ^ ayen or hooded 
crow for s fortiught b«%r^^ he wUi not lie 
on thie htatber t^a miautes ^dhtp haif a 
dozen will be picking, out hia eyM (and he 
drew his hand over his own), and tearmg 
at h^ heartf strings before the foor devil 
ha3 time to die. JButj thai 4*^d long^cent* 
ed .vulture tbat.^gged n^e 90 loi^p^mi 
have gpt ^i^ ^9fih l<hof^'^'' 

''fast enougjb/' said tb^^ivti^uary ; 'Hhe 
^entleniaioi yi'^S^^ ,to. t^ke the T^n^s of the 
mpxning^qd;)K)lt in the what d^fe!call its 
Ttlt^ «^.4<^J^^^i'E<^ But he would 

have found twigs limed for him at Ediit^ 
]l:;VKrg^« As itis^ he never got so fiiTy for 
the coach being overturned^as how c^uld 
it go ^e wUh such a Jonah P-^he luis-had 
an infernal tumbley*is carriedinto a cottage 
near Kittlebrig, and, tp prevent all possi- 
bility of escape^ I have sent your friend, 
Sweepclean, to cairiy him b^ik to Fair- 
port, i^ mrnine regis^ or to act as bis sick- 
nurse at Kittlebrig, 4s is most fitting.--^ 
And noW| Sir Arthur, permit me to have 
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some conversation with you on the present 
unpleasant state of your affairs/ that we 
may aee what can be done for their extri- 
cation;" and the Antiquary led the. way 
iato the library followed by the unfortu* 
nate gentleman* 

Tliey had been abut up together for 
abtfut <tWo hours/ when Miss Wardour in- 
terrupted them With her cloak on^ as if pre- 
pared fw a journey. Her countenance was 
very pale, yet expressive of the composure 
which ehaTacterized her disposition. 

** The messenger is returned, Mr 01d« 
buck." 

«< What, the devil ! he has not let the 
fellow go?" 

. ^f N0--I understand he has carried him 
to confinement; and now he is returned' 
to attend my fat^r, and says he can wait 
no longer." 

A loud wrangling was new heard on the 
stair-case, in which the voice of Hector 
pMd<miinated< /^ Yeu an officer, sir, and 
.10 
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these ragaHiuffians a party 1 a fuc^ of 
beggarly tailor feUo^^^teU yourselves offi 
by. mn^: and we shaU knoM^ }xhit effectiTe> 
strepgtb.** ' ^ 

, Jhe grumbling ,^oic6 of the man df latr^ 
was then heard indistinctly muttering', a 
reply, to which Hector retorted^ — " Comey 
QSfme, sir, tfars won't. do ;.fnaroh yoi^ party, 
as. yov call th^p/ o^ of this hous}e direct. 
]y, or ru send you smd tliem to the right 
about presently," 

"The<levil take Hcajtpr/* said the An- 
tiquaryi hastening^o the scene of action ; 
*'his highland blood is up again, afid we. 
shsni have }nni; fighting a du^l with, the 
bailifF— Come, Mr Sweepclean, you.mmt 
give us a little'time~I know you wouid 
pot wish to hurry Sir Arthur*" 

** By no means, sir," said the messenges, 
putting his hat oflF, which he hd)d thrown 
on to testify defiance of Captaitt M'In- 
tyre's threats ; ** but your nepl)ew, sir, 
holds very uncivil language^ and I have 
borne too much of it already ; and I am 
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not Jiistill^d iQ leaving my prisoner any 
longer after the instructions I received^ 
imlesS'I am to :get payment of the sums 
contained in my diligence/' — And he held 
out tbe caption, pointing with the awful 
truncheon which he held in his Nghthan.d^ 
ipt the formidaUe line of figures jotted 
iip<m the back thereof* 

« Hector, or the other hand, though si* 
lent. from respect to his unclcj answered 
this gesture by shaking his clenched fist 
at the messenger with a frown of highland 
w«th» 

" FooUsh boy, be quiet,** said Oldbuck, 
"and come with me into the room — ithc 
man is doing his miserable duty, and. you' 
will only n^ake matters, worse by opposing 
him--^I'fear, Sir Arthur^. you must accom- 
pany this man to Fairport; there is no help 
lor it- in th? first instance-r-I will accom- 
pany you to consult^wbat farther can be 
<lone— rMy nephew wiU escort Miss War-, 
•^our to Monkbarnsy which I hope she will 
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make her residence until these uupttasant 

ftiatters are settled." ^■' 

« I go with my father, Mr Oldbuck— I 
have ptcfjared his clothes and my own— 
1 suppose we shaa have the use of *c «lr- 

riager'' 

- ^ Any tiring in reason; Madatri," 84i«d the 
messenger; «' I hare ordered it out, and 
it's at the door— i will goonfhe Box with 
the coachman— I have no desire to in- 
trude—but two of the concurrents wust 
attend on horseback." • 

" I will attend too," said Hector, and 
he ran down to secure a horse for himself. 

♦fife rtust go, then,' said the Atoti- 

4uary. 

" to jail," said the Baronet, sighing in- 
voluntarily ; •• and what of thJit?" be re- 
sumed in a tone affectedly" dtcerfhl—** it 
is only a house We can't get but of -after 
all— suppose a fitof the goat, andKuock- 
•Winnock would he the same— Aye, aye, 
ifbnkbarns will call it a ^ 0f thte' gout 
-without the d— d pain." 
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But his eyes swelled with tears as he 
spoke, and his faultering accent marked 
how much this assumed gaiety cost him* 
The Antiquary wrung his hand, and, like 
the Indian Banians, who drive the real 
terms of an important bargain by signs 
while they are apparently talking of inidif- 
ferent matters, the hand of Sir Arthur, by 
its convulsive return of the grasp, express- 
ed his sense of gratitude to his friend, and 
the. real state of his internal agony. They 
stepped slowly down the magnificent stair- 
case--*every well-known object seeming to 
the unfortunate father and daughter to as- 
sume *a more prominent and distinct ap- 
pearance than usual, as if to press them- 
selves on their notice for the last time. 

At the first landing place. Sir Arthur 
made an agonized pause ; and, as he obser- 
ved the Antiquary look at him anxiously, 
he said with assumed dignity—" Yes, Mr 
Oldbuck, the descendant of an ancient 
line^the representative of Richard Red* 

VOL, III. N 
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hand and Gamely n de Guardover, may be 
pardoned a sigh when he leaves the castle 
of his fathers thus poorly escorted. When 
I was sent to the Tower with my late fa-^ 
ther, in the year 1745^ it was upon a charge 
becoming our birth— upon an accusation of 
higli^treason, Mr Oldbuck,— we were es« 
corted from Highgate by a troop of life 
guards, and committed upon a secretary 
of state's warrant ; and now^ here I am> in 
my old age, dragged from my household 
by a miserable creature like that, (point- 
ing to the' messenger), and for a paltry 
concern of pounds, shillings, and pence." 
" At least,'* said Oldbuck, f' you- have 
now the company of a dutiful daughter, 
and a sincere friend, if you will permit me 
to say so, and that may be some consola* 
tion, even without the certainty that there 
can be no hanging, drawing, or quarter- 
ing, on the present occasion.— But I hear 
that choleric boy as loud as ever. I hope 
to Gpd he has got into no new broil !_it 
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"Wis an accursed chance that brought him 
here at all/' 

In fact, a sudden clamour, in which the 
loud voice and somewhat northern accent 
of Hector was again pre-eminently distin* 
guished, broke off this conversation. The 
eause we must refer to the next chapter. 
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CKAVTERXIV. 

\ Fortwie) jkui lay, flka fk»in tOH-^ebutmdeSf 
like the fleet sea-bird round the fowlei^s skifl^-— 
Lost in the mist one moment, and the next 
Brushing the white sail with her whiter wing. 
As if to court the aim«r-£xperienoe watches. 
And has her on the wheel.- 

The fihout of triumph in Hector's war- 
like tones was not easily distinguished 
from that of battle. But as he rushed up 
stairs with a packet in his hand, exclaim- 
ing, '* Long life to an old soldier ! here 
comes Edie with a whole budget of good 
news f* it became obvious that his present 
cause of clamour was of an agreeable nature. 
He delivered the letter to Oldbuck^ shook 
Sir Arthur heartily by the hand, and wish- 
ed Miss Wardour joy, with all the frank^ 
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nesa of Highland oongratulatian. The mes- 
senger, who had a kind of imstioctive ter- 
ror for Captain M'Intyret drew towards 
bis prisoner, keeping an eye of caution on 
the soldier's motions. 

** Don't suppose I shall trouble myself 
about yoU| you dirty fellow/' said the sol- 
dier ; '' there's a guinea for the fright I 
have given you ; and here comes an old 
firty-iwo man who is a fitter match for you 
than I am." 

The messenger (one of those dogs who 
are not too scornful to eat dirty puddingvS,) 
caught in his hand the guinea which Hec- 
tor diucked at his face ; and abode wari« 
ly and carefully the turn which matters 
were now to take. All voices meanwhile 
were loud in etiquiries^ wipch no one was 
in a hurry to anawer. . 

'^ What is the matter^ Captain M'ln* 
tyrir" said Sir Arthur. , . ^ 

•^ Ask old Edie/' said Hector ; " I only 
know all's safe and welU" 
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^ What 18 all this, Edter said Miss 
Wardour to the meiidicaiit. 

'^ Your leddyship maun ask Moukbainl^ 
for he has gotten the yepistolary corre* 
spondensh/' 

'' God save the king !" exclaimed > the 
Antiquary, at the first glanee of tbeiOWp 
tents of his packet, and, surprised at ^oce 
out of de^coruoi, philosophy, and phlegm, 
he skimmed his cocked-bat in tbfr oii^ 
from which it descended not agaia, being 
caught in its fall by a branch of the diaa- 
delier. He next, looking joyously round, 
laid a grasp on his wig, which he perhaps 
would have sent after the beaver, had not 
Ed te stopped his hand,- exclaiming, ** Lord^ 
sake! he's gaun gyte — mind Caxon'a no 
here to repair the damage^" 

'< Every person now assailed the Anti- 

.quary, clamouring to know the cause of^ 

so sudden a transport, when, somewhat 

ashamed of his rapture, ^ he fairly turned 

tail, like a fox at the cry of a pack, of 
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]iotindf, and ascending the stair by two 
steps at a timei gained the upper landing- 
place^ where, turning round, he addressed 
the astonished audience as follows : — 

/'My good friends, ,^e/e Unguis — ^To 
give you information, I must first, accord* 
mg, to logicians, be possessed of it myself; 
asd| therefore, with your leaves, I will 
l^tire into the library to examine these 
papers-^Sir Arthur and Miss Wardour will 
iave tlie goodness to step into the parlour 
-^Mr Swcepclean— &c^rf^ pan/ijrpffr, or, in 
your own language, grant us a superse* 
ilere; of diligence for five minutes — Hector, 
draw off your forces, and make your bear* 
garden .flourish elsewhere — And, finally, 
be all ^f good cheer till my return; which 
will be instanter."^ 

The contents of the packet were in- 
deed so little expected, that the Antiqua- 
ly might be pardoned, first his ecstacy, 
a&d next his desire of delaying to commu- 
nicate the intelligence they conveyed, un- 
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til it was arranged and digested in his 
own mind. 

Within the envelope wjis a letter ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Oldbuck, Esq. of 
Monkbarns, of the following purport ;^^ 

*' Dear Sir— to you, as my father's proved 
and valued friend, I venture to address 
myself, being detained here by military 
duty of a very pressing nature. Yoii 
must, by this time, be acquainted with the 
entangled state of our affairs; and Iknovr 
it will give you great pleasure to learn^ 
that I am as fortunately as unexpectedly 
placed in a situation to give efieetual as- 
sistance for extricating them. I under-* 
Stand Sir Arthur is threatened with severe 
measures by persons who acted formerly 
as his agents ; and, by advice of a credita^ 
ble man of business here, I have procured 
the enclosed writing, which I understand 
win stop their proceedings, until their claim 
shall be legally discussed,- and brought 
down to its proper amount. I also enclose 
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bills totliearaoujitof one thoasand ponoidf 
to pa.y any otiatef pressing denaaads, and 
requmt cf yoikr friendship to apply tfaent 
according to your discretion. You will be 
surprised I gire you this trouble, when it 
would seem nune natural to address my 
father directly in his own affairs* But I' 
have yet had no assurance that bis eyes are 
opeoed lotheccharacter of a person against 
whom you have often» I know, warned 
him, and whose baneful influence has been 
the occasion of tbe^ distresses. And as I 
owe the means of relieving Sir Arthur to 
^e generosity of a matchless friend, it is 
my duty to take t^e most certain mea- 
sures for the supplies, being. applied to the 
purpose for wbk^h they were destined, 
and I know your wisdom and kindness 
will see that it i^ done. My friend, as he 
elaims an interest in your regard, will ex* 
plain some views of his own in the ex^ 
closed letter. The state of the poitof&ce 
at Fairport being rather ifoiorious, I must 
s^eud this letter to Tannonburghj but the 

N SI 
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old man Ochiltree, whom fartioukr orr- 
eumstanees hare recommended as iratifi- 
worthy, has informatton when the (wadset 
)8 likely to seach that place, and will take 
care to forward it. I expect to hare Hpoii 
an opportunity to apologize in person for 
the trouble I now give, and have the l^ 
nour to be your very fsithful servant— 
RfiOiNALD Gameltn Waepoixb. Edllh 
burgh, 6th August, IT^*.** 

The Antiquary hastily broke the seal of 
the enclosure, the contents of which gave 
him equal surprise and pleasure. When 
lie had in some measure composed him- 
self after such unexpected tidings^ he in- 
spected the other papers carefully, wht^ 
all related to. business^-put the bills into 
bis pocket-book, and wrote a short acr 
knowJedgeiment to be dispatched by that 
day's post, for he was extremely methodKi 
cal in money matters ;--<andy lastly, fraught 
with all the im-|iortance of disclosuife, be 
descended to the parlour. 

•< Sweepclean,'* saidihe as he entered^ 
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4o the, offioer.who atood respectfully ftt 
Jliedopr, ^' you mutt sweep yousielf clean 
:imt of KnockwiniiQQk Cftfttle with all your 
followers, tag-rag and bob-tat^ See'stthou 
ihia paper^man?" 

r.^i^iA, Sist on a bill o' suapenston," said 
t;be meiubengeri with a diaappointdd look ; 
^^JXhwght it would be a queer thing if 
vltimfite dilig^Qce was^ to be done against 
sic a gentleman as Sir Arthur-*- Weelj sir, 
"I'Se go my : ways with my partyr-'And 
whp'^.to pay piy charges?" 

" They who employed tbee/V replied 
0)4buck, /' as thou full well dost. know, 
i^iit h^re :Gomes ai)Qther express; this is a 
day ^f news, J think/* i 

This was Mr MailsetCfer on his mare 
from Fairport, with a letter for Sir Arthur, 
another to the . messenger, both of whidi, 
^^^aid, he was directed to forward in-* 
ttaiiitiy. The messenger opened his^ ob« 
serving, that Greenhorn and Grinderson 
were good enough men for his expences, 
and here was. a le|ter from them desiring* 
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bim to utop the tiitigeiice. Accordingly 
he immediately left the apartment, i^d 
staying no longer than to gather his posse 
together, he did then, in the phrase ef 
Hector, .who watched his departure as a 
jealous mastiff eyes the retreat of a re* 
pulsed beggar, evacuate Flanders, 

Sir Arthur's letter was from Mr 'Green-^ 
bom, and a curiosity in its way. We giv5C 
it, with the worthy Baronet's comments. 

♦^ Sir— [Oh ! I am dear sir no longer j folks 
are only dear to Messrs Oreenborn and 
ifirinderson when they are in adversity] — 
Sir, I am much concerned to leaVn, on my 
return from the country, where I was callr 
ed on particular business, [a bet on the 
sweepstakes, I suppose,] that my partner 
had the impropriety, in my absence, to un* 
dertake the concerns of Messrs Goldie- 
birds in preference to yours, and had writ-^ 
ten to you in an unbecoming manner. I 
beg to make my most humble apology ,t as 
well as Mr Grinderson's — [come, Isee he 
can write for himself and partner too,}— 






d by Google 



«tis Avrt^tfARt. dot 

a&d tmst it f9 impossibtef you cats think me 
fbrgetMc^y Dtungt^tefiil for, the constant 
^tronage which my family [his family ! 
curse him for a puppy !] have uriifbrmly 
experienced iVom that of Kn6ckwi6nbck» 
I am sorry to find, from an interview I had 
this day With Mr Wardour, that be is much 
irritated, and, I must owd^ with apparent 
reason. But in order to remedy a& much 
as in me lies the mistake of which hccom** 
plains, [pretty mistake, indeed ! to clap his 
patron into jail,] I have sent this express 
to discharge all proceedings against your 
person or property ; and at the same time 
to transmit my respectful apology. I have 
only to add, that Mr Grinderson is of opi« 
nion, that, if restored to your confidence, 
be could point out circumstances connect- 
ed with Messrs Goldiebird's present claim 
which would greatly reduce its amount [so, 
so, willing to play the rogue on either side] ; 
and that there is not the slightest hurry in 
settling the balance of your accompt with 
8 
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U8 ; and that I am for Mr G. ad jmll at 
myself* Dear Sir, [O, aye^ he has wrttlen 
himself ibto an approach to latiiilmit]^} 
your much obligedLi and moait humbJe sefy 
vaut, Gilbert Greenpoen." . . . ^ 

" Well said, Mr Gilbert Greeehora/ 
said Monkbarns ; '* I see now there is. SQiM 
use in having two atternies in o0e fim* 
Their movements resemble thoae .of th« 
man and woman in a Dutch baby-hwiafi» 
When it is fair weather with the icli^ent^ 
out comes the gentleman* partner IQ §^$in 
like a spaniel ; when it is foul, forth boU* 
the operative brother to pin like, a buR* 
dog^Well, I thank God, that my mai) of 
business still wears, an equilater*^ jcpok'd 
hat, has a house in the Old TowOi i^.W 
much afraid of a horse as I am thyself, 
play; at golf of a Saturday, gMs.to..the 
kirk of a Sunday, and, in respect be luis. 
no partner, bath only his own folly to app* 
logi^e for/' 

'' There are some writers very honest 
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Isllawi^'' said Hector; '' I should like to 
hftitr Miy one say that my cottsin, Donald 
tA^lntjte, Skrathtudlem s seventh son, (the 
otlier six are in the army,) is not as honest 

a fellow'* 

\ ^ No doubt, no doubt. Hector, all the 
M^Intyres are so; they, have it by i>atent, 
maxir-^But, I was going to say, that in a 
profession where unbounded trust is ne-* 
cessarily repMcd; there is nothing surpri- 
sing that fools should neglect it in their 
idleness, and tricksters abuse it in their 
knavery~But it is the more to the honour 
of those, and I will vouch for many, who 
unite integrity with skill and attention, 
and waUc honourably upright where there 
are so nniny pit*falls and stumbling»blocka 
for those of a different character. To such 
men their fellow-citizens may safely en- 
trust the care of protecting their patrimo- 
nial rights, and their country the more sa- 
ered charge of her laws and privileges.'* 

" They are best oflF, however, that has 
kast to do with them," said Ochiltree, 
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who had istrdched his lieck linto the pat^ 
lour dobr; fof the'geiieral confusion of the 
fiunily not' budng yet^submkd, therdo- 
mestics, like <wa:re8 after the fall^. of a. 
hurricane, had not yet exactly regained 
their due limits, but were' roaming A^ildly 
through the house. 

"Aha, old Tniepeany, art thou thercF' 
said the Antiquary ; " Sir Arthur, let mc 
bring in the messenger of good luck, 
though he is but a lame one* You talked 
of the ravea that scented Out the.slaug^ 
ter from afar; but here's a blue pigeon; 
(somewhat of the oldest and' toughest, I 
grant,) who smelled the good news six or 
seven miles off) flew thither in the taxed 
cart, and returned with the 4:dive branch.** 

" Ye owe it a' to puir Robie that drave 
me^— puir fallow/' said the beggar, **^ he 
doubts he*s in disgrace wi* my leddy and 
Sir Arthur/' 

Robert's repentant and bashful face was 
i^een over the mendicantf s shoulder. 

^ In disgraee with me ?" said Sir Ar«* 
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thor— " how lo ?**— for the irritaiion into 
which he had worked himself on occasion 
of the toast had been long forgotten^'^ O, 
I recollect— Robert^ I was angry, and you 
were wrong— go about your work, and nc« 
ver answer a master that speaks to you in 
a passion." 

** Nor any one else/* said the Antiquary ; 
"for a soft answer turneth away wrath.** 

'' And tell your mother^ who is so ill 
with the rheumatism, to come down to 
the housekeeper to-morrow," said Miss 
Wardour, *' and we will see what can be of 
service to her/* 

** .God bless your Icddyship," said poor 
Robert, ** and his honour, Sir Arthur, and 
the young laird, and the house o' Knock* 
winnock in a' its branches, far and near— • 
it's been a kind and a gude house to the 
puir this mony hundred years." 

" There' —said the Antiquary to Sir Ar-» 
thur— ** we won't dispute— but there you 
^e the gratitude of the poor people na* 
turally turns to the civil virtues of your 
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f^inily. You don't hear tluem talk of Red^ 
handy or HelMn*Harness. For me» I imitt 
say, Qdi aee^itrem qui semper vivit in »rmi$. 
T^MQ l«t U8 eat and drink in peace, ai¥i he 
joyful, Sir Knigbt'' 

A tabl^ was quickly covered in the pat* 
lour, where, the party sate joyously dowa 
to some refreshment At, the request of 
Oldbuck, Edie Ochiltree w^ permitted to 
sit by the sideboard in a great ^leathern 
chair, which was pl^ed in some measufe 
behind a screen. 

*^ I accede to this the more re adily/f 
^aid Sir Arthur, ^* because I remember in 
my father's days that chair was occupied 
^y Ailshie Gpurlay^ who, for aught I know, 
was thet last privileged fool or jester mahir 
taiped by any family of distinction ioScot^ 
land." 

** Aweel, Sir Arthur/' replied the beg^ 
gar, w^ never hqsitated an instant hei 
tween his friend and his jest, *' mony.a 
wise man sits in a fule's seat> and mony 
a fule in a wise mm's, espieciaUy in fami* 
lies of distinction/' 
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Miss Wardour; fisaring the effect df this 
spercfa (however worthy of Ailshie Gour- 
Jay/ or any other priirileged jester^ upon 
the nerres of ber father, hastened to en« 
quire whether ale and beef should not be 
ti»tributed to the servants and people/ 
whom the newa had assembled around 
the castle« 

'** Surely, my love,** said her father; 
'^ when was it e?er otherwise in aur fami« 
ly when a siege had been raised ?'' 

*' Aye, a siege laid by Saunders Sweep* 
clean the bailiff, and raised by Edie Och«^ 
iltree the gaberlunzie, jcrar rH^bUtfratrumP 
WikA Oldbuck, ^^ and well pitted against 
each other in respectability. But never 
mtnd^ Sir Arthur-^tfaese are such sieges 
andaueh reliefs as our time of day admits 
of— and our escape is not less worth com-i 
memorating in a glass of this excellent 
Wine«--Upon my credit, it is Burgundy, I 
thtnk.^ ; 

i •* Were there any thing better in the 
eellar^'' daid Miss Wardour, "it would be 
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all too little to regale yoa after your friend- 
ly exertions/ 

" S^y you $0?" said the A»tiquary— 
" why, then, a cvp of thanks to you, my 
fair enemy, abd soon fuy you be besieged 
as ladies love best to be, and sign terms 
of capitulation in the chapel of Saint Win- 
nox/* 

Miss WaiFddur blushed, Hec^rcdour- 
ed, and then igrev. pale. 

Sir Arthur answered, '' My daughter b 
mudi obliged to .y:ou; Monkbaras;. but 
unlei^ you'll iacoept her ydutaelf, I really 
do not know where a poor knight's daugh- 
ter is to feeek for an alliance ib these mefr 
cenary times.'* . 

** Me, mean ye, Sir Arthur?— No, not 
I ; I will clahn the privilege of tfaediieUo^ 
and, asfbfiing unable to encoui^er my fa|r 
CT.emy myself, I will appear by my cba^ 
pion--*But of this matter hereafter.^What 
do you find in the papers there, Hecb>r». 
that you hold your head dawix over them 
as if your nose were bleeding ?** 
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^^ JNotliiBg partiquUr» sic ; but only that^ 
a64»y armis now ahnostiqutte well, I think 
I. wHLrielieye.you of. my compmy ixul day 
ox vtwo^ and ^ to Edinbargh* I sicp Ma* 
Jor Neville is arrived tbete. I should like 

" Major whom ?'* 

*' Majoi- Neville, sif.*' " 

" And wbo.thp devil is Miy9it Neville P 

" O, Mr Oldbuck," said Su^ Arthur, 
^^ you m«tst: i»eDiembe£ his name ftequent- 
iy in the n^w$|ia|xers~ja very distiaiguisl^ 
ed yoimg; officer indeed. , But I am happy 
to say that Mr M'Intyre need not leave 
Monkbarns to see htmi for my son writei 
that the Major is to come with him to 
Knbckwinnock^ and I. need not say how 
happy I shall he to make the young genr 
tlemen acquainted^-^uuless, indeed, they 
are known to each other already/ 

^^ No, not personally/' answered Hector, 
'^ but I have had occasion to hear a good 
deal of him^ and we have several mutual 
friends— your son being one of them^^-^But 
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I must go ; for I see my tfncle is beginning 
to grow tired of me, and I am afraid^—- 

" That you will grow tired of himr in- 
terrupted Oldbuck,— " I fear that's past 
praying for. Bat you have forgot that the 
ecstatic twelfth of August applroaches^ and 
that you are engaged to meet on6' of 
Lord Glenallan's gamekeepers, God kndws 
where, to persecute the peaceful feather- 
ed crcatioh/' 

" True, true, uncle— I had forgot that,^ 
excljumed the vohtile Hectorj*.^' but you 
said something justnow that put every 
thing out of my head/' 

** An' it like your honours," said old 
Edie, thrusting his white head from be-^ 
hind the screen, where he had been plen- 
tifully regaling himself with ale and cold 
jneat--^-* an' it like your honours, I can 
tell ye Something that will keep the Cap- 
tain wi' lis amaist as weel a& the pouting — 
Hear ye na the: French are coming?" 

" The French, yoU blockhead r" answer- 
ed Oldbuck-^" Bah !" , ' 
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'* I have not had time/' said Sir Arthur 
Wardour, " to look over my lieutenancy 
correspondence for the week--indeed I 
generally make a rule to read it only on 
Wednesdays, except in pressing cases, for 
I do every thing by method— but from the 
glance I took of my letters, I observed 
some alarm was entertained.'^ 

'' Alarm?" said Edie,— *^ troth there's 
alarm, for the provost's gar'd the beacon 
lijgbt on the Halket-head be sorted up (that 
suld hae been sorted half a year syne,) in 
an unco. hurry, and the council hae named 
naeJess a man than auld Caxon himsel to 
watch the light Some say it was out o* 
compliment to Lieutenaxit Taffril, for it's 
neist to certain that he'll marry Jenny 
Caxon— some say it's to 'please your ho- 
nour and Monkbarns that wear wigs— and 
some say there's some auld story about a 
periwig that ane o' the baillies got and 
ne'er paid for— Ony way, there he is, sit- 
ting cockit up like a skart upp6 the tap 
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o* the craig, to skirl when foul weather 
comes." 

*^ On minp honour/ a pretty warder,'^ 
said Monkbarns ; ^^ and what's my wig to 
do all the while?" 

" I asked Caxon that very question," 
answered Ochiltree* ** and he said he 
could look in ilka mornings and gie't a 
touch afore he gaed to his bed, for there's 
another man. to watch in the day time, and 
Caxon says hell frizz your honour's wig 
as wed sleeping as wauking." 

This news gave a different turn to the 
conver sation^ which ran upon national de* 
fence* and the duty of fighting for the 
land we live in, until it was time to part 
The Antiquary and his nephew resumed 
their walk homeward, after parting from 
Knockwinnock with the warmest expres- 
sions of mutual regard, and an agreement 
to meet again as soon as possible. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Nay, if she love me no^I care not for hers 
Shall I look pale beeaose the maiden blooms i 
' Or sigh because she smiles, and smiles on others ? 
Not I, by HeaTen !->i-I hdd my peace too dear^ 
To let it, like the plume upon her cap^ 
Shake at each nod that her capcice shall dictate. 

Old Play. 

<^ Hector,** said liis uncle to Captaia 
M'Intyre in the course of their walk home- 
ward, ''lam sometimes inclined to sus« 
spect that^ in one respect^ you are a fooL'* 

'* If you only think me so in one re- 
spect, sir, I am sure you do me more grace 
than I expected or deserved/* 

*• I mean in one particular, par exceU 
knee. I have sometimes thought that you 
have cast your eyes upon Miss Wardour.** 

vox. iiu o 
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" Well, sir;^ 

" Well, sir ! deuce take the fellow, he 
answers me as if it were the most reason-^ 
able thing in the world, that he, a cap- 
tain in the army, and nothing at all be- 
sides, should marry the daughter of a Ba^ 
ronc.L" 

** I presume to think, sir, there would 
be no degradation on Miss Wardour's part 
in point of family.^' 

" O Heaven forbid we should come on 
tliat topic !— no, no, equal both— both on 
the table-land of gentility, and qualified 
to look down on every roturier in Scot- 
land!" 

** And in point of fortune we are pretty 
even, since neither of us have got any," 
continued Hector. " There may be an er* 
ror, but I cannot plead guilty to presump- 
tion/^ 

*'.But here lies the error, then, if you 
call it so," replied his uncle; "she -won't 
have you. Hector.** 

« Indeed, sir !•' 
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'* It is very sure, Hector ; and to make 
it double sure, I must infdrm you that she 
likes another man. She misunderstood 
some words I once said to her^ and I have 
Vmce been able to guess at the interpret- 
tation she put upon them* At the timCi I 
was unable to account for her hesitation 
and bliishitig; but, my poor HeCtori I now 
understand them as a death-signal to yoiir 
liopes and pretensions — So I advise you 
to beat your retreat, and draw off your 
forces as well as you can, for the fort is 
too well garrisoned for you to storm it." 

^ I hav^ no occasion to beat any re- 
tredty uncle/' said Hector, holding himself 
very upright, and marching with a sort of 
dogged and offended solemnity ; ^* no man 
<needs to retreat that has never advanced* 
There are women rn Scotland besides Miss 
Wardour^ of as good family" 

'* And better taste," said liis uncle; 
^* doubtless there are, Hector ; and though 
I cannot say but that she is one of the 
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most accompliahedas !«eU a9 jjen^tible girls 
I have seeuj y«t I. doubt mvick of l^j: me- 
rit would, be east away, on yiou. ^.s^owy 
figurei nowtiwithutiro ccwtk fcalbcrs, in. her 
noddle-^^onegseea^ oneiblue^; ifrl^ wpuld 
weara ridtng^^habit.of tbeiegii^snta^.^oin- 
plexioiij drive a gigioue day,.a94 tk^ next 
review the regiment on the. grey, t;;9.tting 
poney which . dragged. tba(. . vehicle^ hoc 
efHt m w<if-<-The6e;are .th9.^u^it^es,that 
would tubdue you, fiapecially. if sl]^e bad a 
taste for naturaLhistoryi j^d ,lQv:ed .^ nH> 
cimen of a jAaca.^* 

'* It's aliktle hard, sir, ;I musth^ve that 
cursed seal thrown into my,/Ace on all 
cccasions^but 1 4care. little* f^out it — aiid 
I shall not \break my heait /or. Miss War- 
dour. She is free to.chuse /orhfi^self, 
and I wishherall happiness." 

'' Magnanioiottsly jresolyed^ thou. prop 
of Troy I Why^ Hector, I was afraid of a 
scene--- Your sister tpldme you were des* 
perately in love with Mim Wardpur/* 
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"Sir, you would not have mc dope- 
rat«Tyih tore with a wonan that does not 
care about me ?• 

" Weil, nephew,* said tiie Antiqaary 
more tfeHduaily, "there- is doubtless much 
sense iii Hrhat you shy ; yet I would: have 
gi veil a g'reatdeal^ some twenty or twent3r* 
five years since, to haw been able to think 
as you do:,^* 

** Any bbdj", I suppose, may think as 
they please on sncfar subjects," said Hector. 

" Not accbtdingto the old school,^ said 
bldbudc; ^ but, as I aaid before, the 
practice of the modern seems in tUs case 
the most prudential, though; I think, 
scarcely the ihost interastiiig. ^But 'telFfiie 
your ideas now ott this prevailing subject 
of an invasioii;—The ciy is still, They 
come/* 

Hector, swallowing his mortification, 
which he was peculiarly anxious to con« 
ceal f^om his'unde''i sa^rical obsenratton, 
readily eiiteripd into a conversation which 
Was to turli the Antiquary'n thoughts from 
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Miss Wardour atid tibe seaL When they 
reached Monkbarns, die comnaunicatuig^ 
to the ladies the events which had. takea 
place at the castle, with the cQunteNin- 
formation of how long dinner bad waited 
before the womankind had ventured to eat 
it in the A4itiquaFy'5 absence, averted those 
delicate topics of discussion. 

.Xhe next raorhing the Antiquary arose 
early, and, as. Caxon had not.yet made his 
appearaace» he began mentally to feel the 
absence of the petty news and squall talk, 
of which the ex-peruquier was a faithful 
reporter, and which habit had lAade as ne* 
cessary to the Antiq^iary aa his occasional 
pinch of snUfT, although he held, or affected 
to hold, both to be of the same iatrinaic va- 
lue. The feeling of vacuity peculiar to such 
a deprivation was alleviated by the appear- 
ance of old Ochiltree, sauntering beside 
the clipped yew and holly hedges, with the 
air of a person quite at home. Indeed, so 
familiar hdd he. been of late, that even Juno 
did not bark at him, but contented herself 
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with watching him with a close and vigi- 
lant eye. Our Antiquary stepped out in 
his night-gown, and instantly received and 
returned bis greeting. 

** They are coming now, in good earnest, 
Monkbarns — I just cam frae Fairport to 
bring ye the news, and then Til step awa' 
hack again — the Search has just come into 
^e bay, and they say she's been chased 
by a Erench fleet.*' 

"The Search?" said Oldbuck, reflecting 
aimoment* "Ohol" 

" Aye, aye,^ Captain Taffril'-s gun*brig,^ 
the Search/' 
^ " What 1 any relation to Search No, II f 

The mendicant, like a man detected in 
a frolic, put his bonnet before his face, yet 
could not help laughing heartily,-^^' The 
de'irs in you, Monkbarns, for garring odds 
and evens meet— Wha thought ye wad hae 
laid that and that thegither ? — Odd, I am^ 
clean catched now;" 

" I see it all," said Oldbuck, ^' as plain 
as the legend on a medal of high preserve 
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tion — the box in which the bullion M'as 
found belonged to the gun^brig, and the 
treasure to my phoenix?**— (Edienodd^a 
assent.)— And was buried tliere that Sif 
Arthur might receive relief in his difficufi 
ties.**^ . -J. 

" By me," said Edle, '* aAd Iwa oT the 
brig's men— But they didna ken its coh^ 
tients ; and thought it some bifc/smug- 
gling concern o' the Captain's. I waxcheil 
day and night till I saw it in the nghi 
hand ; and then, when that German devif 
was glowering at the lid o* the kis^^they 
liked mutton weel that licket whare thie 
yowe lay), 1 think wme Scottish clcvit' put 
it into my head to play him yon ither ciEiii*^^ 
trip— Now, ye see, if I had said ifnairdrlesi* 
to Baitlie Littlejohn, I behoved till hae 
come but wi* a* this story ; and vexed wad 
Mr Lovel hae been to have it brought to 
light~sae I thought I woiild stand to ony 
thing rather than that/' 

'' I must say bei's chosen his confidant 
well, though somewhat strangely/' 



n 
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^ Pll say this for myicl, Monkbarns/' 
answered the mend tc^iit, ^^ that I am tlie 
fittest maa 'in the hale country to tfust 
w? siller, for I neither want it, nor wish 
for it, nor could use it if I had it But 
the lad hadn^muckle choice in the mat- 
terj for he thought he was leaving the 
Qoontry for ever (I trust he's mist^'en in 
that tiiough); and the night was set in 
when we teamed, by a strange chance, Sir 
Arthur's ^air distress, and Lovel was obli- 
ged ti> be on board zk the day dawned. But 
five nights afterwards t^e brig stood into 
the bay, and I met the boat by appoint* 
ttient,'and we bunad the treasure where 
ye £and it/' 

'< This was a very romantic, foolishex- 
ploit,** said Oldbttci—" Why not trusttne 
or. any otlitr friend ?" 

'* The blood b' your sister's Mn,*" replied 
£die, '^ was on his hand, and him maybe 
dead outright— what time had lie to take 
counsel i — or how could he ask it at ydu» 
by ony body ?" 

o2 
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'" ** You arc right— But what if Douster- 
swivel had come before you?** 

" There was little fear .0' hia coming 
there without Sir Arthur— he had gotten 
a sair gliff the night afore, and never in- 
tended to look near the place again, un- 
less he had been brought there sting and 
ling— He ketfd weel tJie first pose was b' 
his ain hidings and how could he expect 
a second ? He just havered .on about it to 
make the mair o' Sir Arthur/' 

" Then how/' said Oldbuck, '[ should 
Sir Arthur have come there unless the Ger- 
man had brought him r" 

" Umph }" answered Edie drily, "I bad 
a story about Misticoat wad hae brought 
him forty mile^, or you either. Besides, 
it was to be thought he would be for vi- 
siting the place he fand the first siller in~ 
he ken'd na the secret 6' that job. In 
short, the siller being in this shape. Sir 
Arthur in utter difficulties, and Lovel de* 
termined he should never ken the hand 
that h.elped him,— for that was what he in- 
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sisted niaist uponj-^we couldna think of a 
better way to fling the gear in. his gate, 
though we simmered it and wintered it 
e'er sae lang. And if by ony queer mis- 
chance Doustercivil had got his claws oii*t, 
I was instantly to hae informed you or the 
^heriflF o' the haill story/* 

" WeU, notwithstanding all these wise 
precautions, 1 think your contrivance suc- 
ceeded better than such a clumsy one de- 
aerved, Edie, But how the deuce canre 
iiovel by^such a mass of silver ingots r" 

"That's just what I canna tell ye— But 
they were put on board wi' his things at 
Fairport, it's like, and we stowed them in- 
to ane o* the ammunition boxes o' the brig, 
baith for concealment and convenience of 
carriage/* , . . 

" Lord r said Oldbuck, his recollection 
recurring to the earlier part of his aic* 
quaintance with Lovel ; ** and this young 
fellow, who was putting hundreds on so 
strange a hazard, I must be recommending 
a subscription l(^him, and paying his biU 
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at the Ferry ! I never \irilT pay iny petfon's 
bill again, that's certairi*~And yoii hep\, 
up a constant correspondence wTtti Layef^ 
I suppose ?" 

'' I just gat ae bit scrape V a ptn frie 
him, to saiy there wad, las ye$t€tday ftHjIifr 
a packet at Tannonburgh «r? I fettert o* great 
consequende to the Kftbckwrnnb^ folk ; 
fot they jaloused the opMifo^ of oUi* I«t«efs* 
at Fairport—Alid that's ai true> 1 h«^«* 
Mrs Mailsetler is to lose her office fbt 
looking after ither folk^A busiti^ss andile- 
glecting her ain/' 

"And whai do you eKpcfct, iioW;^Ed{i*, 
for being the adviser, and mess^n^i*, ;df)d 
guard, and confidential pefsoii in '^1 these 
matters?** 

** De'il hae'tdo I expect-^exceptiQg that 
a' the ^utlea will come to the gaberTun* 
zie's buriial; and maybe yell earry thCi 
headyoursel,as ye did puirSteenieM uckle- 
backet's— What trouble was^t to me ? I was 
ganging about at ony rate~^0 but I was 
Iblythe when I got out of prison, though; 
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for I thought, what if that weary rcttct 
isiiDuId c6me when I am clbisecl up here like 
an oystef, and a* should gaiig wrang for 
want o't; and "Whiles I thought I maun make 
a clean breast and tell you i iabout it ; but 
then I couldna' Weel do that Without con« 
ti*aTfenlng Mr LovdV positiiref orders ; land 
I teckon he had to see somebody at Edin* 
burgh afore he could do what he wussed 
to do for Sir Arthur and his family .*• 
' ** Well, and to your public news, Edie 
^-^So they arc still coming, are they ?^' ^ 

" Troth, they say sae, sir ; and there's 
come down strict orders for the forces and 
Volunteers to be'aliert ; and there's a clever 
young officer to come here forthwith, to 
look at our means o* defence— I saw the 
Bi^itlie-s lass cleaning his belts and White 
breeks— I gae her a hand, for ye maun 
think she wasna ower clever at it, and sae 
I gat a' the news for my pains.^ 

•* And what ,think you, as an old sol- 
dier ?'* • 

^* Trtfthi I jcentaa-— lin' they come sae 
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mony as they speak o*, they'll be odds 
against us— But there's mony yauld chields 
amang thae volunteers ; and I maunna. say 
nmckle about them that's no weel and no 
very able, because I am something that 
gate mysel— But we'se do our best." 

" What ! so your martial spirit is rising 
again, Edie? 

" Even in our ashes glow their wonted fires ! 

** I would not have thouglit you, Edie, 
had so much, to fight for f" 

" Me no muckle to fight for, sir ?— is nae 
there the country to fight for, and the 
burnsides that I gang daundering beside, 
and the hearths o' the gude wives that gie 
me my bit bread, and the bits o' weans 
that come toddling to play wi' me when I 
come about a landward town? — De'il P he 
continued, grasping his pikestaff" with great 
emphasis, " an* I had as gude pith as I hae 
gude- will, and a gude cause, I should gie 
some o' them a day's kemping." 

" Bravo! bravo! Edie, the country's 
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in little iiUimitt^ d^ciger, when the. beg- 
<gar'$.a9 fe^dy to %ht for bis^dyish as t)^ 
lair4for:his land>*'. 

. Their further conversation reverted to 
the pafticulars of the night passed by the 
mendicant and Lovel in the ruins of St 
Ruth ; by the devils of which the^ Anti* 
quary was highly amused. 

'^I would have given a guinea,? hersaid^ 
" to have seen the scoundrelly German 
Uiider the agonies of those terrors, Mrhtcb it 
•is part of his pwn<)uack^ry to inspire into 
others; and trembling alternately for the 
. fury of his patron, and t^e apparition, of 
^ome hobgob.lin.'*^ ■ 

. ^^ Troitb,"; sftid the,bjpggar,; ". there was 
time for him to be coweji ; for y^ wad hae 
thought the very spirit Qf Hellrj^'H^rRess 
had taken possession o* the /bpdy o* Sir 
Arthur,-i-But what, will qome 9 theJand- 
louper?*'. / . . 

, '^ l.have.had a letter this mpraing, from 
whjch, 1 upclerst^ijd, he has acquitied.you 
of the charj^t' he .brought iagainst you, and 
offers to make such discoveries as .will reft* 
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der the settletfiettt of ISif Arthur's affairs a 
mbre easy task^than wt SLppithetLi^A^So 
writes the SherHF; and adds, that hh has 
given 8omi ^nv^fklnformatidii bf import^ . 
ance to govemmeiit In consideratibft of 
which/ 1 tindehtand he Will be sent back 
to play the iti(vein his dWn bduntiy'.^ 

'' And a' the bontiy aigfinek, and'^teb^ 
and the coves, and shetigh^i douA at Gten- 
withershins yondei^i 'what's to come a* 
them?" saidEdie. 

'* I hope the ineii; before they are dtft-" 
persedi will make ^ bonQte of theti" giin- 
cracks, as an army destroy their artillery 
when forced to raise a siege. And as for 
the lioles/ £die, I abahdon them as tat» 
traps, for the benefit of the next wisb 
men who may chus^ to drdp'the substte^e^ 
to snatch at a Shadow.'' 

** Heghj sirs I guide' its a' t to burn the 
engines ? thatfs a great waste— Had ye t>a 
better try to get back part o* your hun- 
dred ponnfds wi' the sale 6' the materials?^ 
he continued with a tome of affected coii^ 
dotence, 
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. " Not a farthing/' said the Antiquary 
pcevislily ; taking a tum #r6m him, and 
inafcing a step or two away. Then return- 
ing, half-smiling at his Own p^ttishncss,^ he 
skill, *' Get thee iato the house> Edie, and 
refnembec my Counsel : never speak tome 
abodt a mine/ or to my nepTiew, Hectbr^ 
abiout a Pkoca, that is k sealghy as youi call 
it/^-.- ... 

^* iTOaun^be. gangtftg my waj^s ba6l: to 
Fairpott,'* said the Wandeirt^rV ** I wiht; lo 
see what they're saying ihcre-about the ih« 
vasibn— biit ni mind What your honoiii^ 
says> no to speak to you aboiita sealgbj or 
to the Captain about the hundred founds 
thjtt you gied to Douster'' — ^ 

:" Confound thee !-^I desired thee not to 
mention: that to me." 

** Dear me !'* said Edie, with affected 
surprise ; " w6e1, I thought there was 
naething but what your honour could hae 
studden in the way o' agreeable conversa- 
tion, unless it was about the Prsetorian 
yonder, or the boddic thatt the packman 
sauld to ye for an auld coin,*^ 
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*' Pshaw, pshaw,** said the Antiquary, 
turning from him hastilji and retreating 
into the house. 

The mendicant looked after him a mo-^ 
mentj and with a chuckling laugh, such as 
that with which a magpie or parrot ap. 
plauds a successful exploit of mischief, he 
resumed once more the road to Fairport. 
His habits had given him a sort of rest^ 
lessness, much increased by the pleasure 
he took in gathering news ; and in a short 
time he had regained the town which, 
he left in the morning, for no ftason that 
be knew himself, unless just to " hae a bit 
crack wi' Monkbarns," 
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CHAPTER, XVk 

Red glared the beacon on Pownellt - 

On Skiddaw there wei'e three ;, 
The bugle-horn on moor and fell 

Wafr heard continually. 

Jambs HcGQ. 

. The watcb, who kept his watch on th^ 
hill, and looked toward BirnaiD^ probably 
conceived himself dreaming when he first 
beheld. the fated grove put itself into mo- 
tion for its n^arch to Dunsinane. Even so> 
old Caxon, as, perched in his hut, he qjia* 
Ufied his thoughts upon the approaching 
marriage of his daughter, and the dignity 
of being; father-iurlaw: to Lieutenapt.Taf- 
frU, with an occasional pcjep towards the 
signal-post, , wi^h which his own cqrrew 
sponded^ was not a little surprised by oh- 
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serving a light in that direction. He rub* 
bed his eyes, looked again, adjusting his 
observation by a cross staff whicb had 
been placed so as to bear upon the point. 
And beholdy the light increased^ like a co- 
met to the eye of the astronomer, ** with 
fear of change perplexing nations.** 

" The Lord preserve us T said Caxon, 
*' what's to be done now ?— But ther« will 
be wiser heads than mine to look to that^ 
sae Tse e'en fire the beacon.^* 

And he lighted the beacon accordingly, 
which threw up to the sky a long waver, 
ing train of light, starting thc^ sea^fowl 
from their nests, and reflected far beneath 
by the reddening billows of the sea. Thtt 
brother warders of Caxoii being^ ttquttliy 
diligent, caught ^nd repielited his signal; 
The lights glancfed on headtundis and CKpel 
and inland hilts; and the whole district Ival 
alarmed by the signal of invasion; 

Our Ahfiijuaiy; his head' l^mpped tvarm 
in two double bight-caps, .was quieitljr ett« 
joying his repbltcfj;' wh^n it waaT stiddciflQ^ 
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broken by the screams of his sister^ his 
]iiece» and two maid*servants. 

^ What the devil is the matter?*' said 
Ijc^ starting up in his bed^~'' womankind 
in my room at this hour of night Ir-are ye* 
^Imadr*' 

f * The^ beacopi uncles** said Miss M'In« 

" The French coming to murder usP 
screamed Miss Griselda. 

"Tire beacon^ the beacon !— the French, 
the French !—murder; murder! and waur 
than murder !*' cried the two handmaidens 
Jike the cl^orus of an opera. 

" The French ?*' said Oldbuck, starting 
up;— '* get out of the room» womankind 
that you arc, till I. get my things pp— -And, 
hark ye, bring me tny sword/* 

'* Whilk o' them, Monkbarna?!* cried 
his sister* offering a Roman faulchion of 
brass with the pne hand, with the other 
ian Andrea Ferrara without * handle. 

"The laiigest, the laj^gcst,^ cried Jen* 



d by Google 



3S4 THE antiqitaiit; 

ny Rinthcrout, dragging tn a two-handed 
sword of the twelfth century, 

^* Womankind," said Gldbuck, in jgreat 
agitation, " be composed, and do not give 
way to vain terror— Are you sure they are 
come ?" 

" Sure !— sure !'* exclaimed Jenny, — 
" ower sure !— a' the sea feocibies, and the 
land f^ncibles, and the volunteers and yeo- 
manry, arc on fit, and driving to Fairport 
as hard as horse and man can gang— and 
auld Mucklebackefs gane wi' the lave— 
muckle gude he^il dol— Hegh, sirs! he'll 
be missed the morn wha wad hae served 
Icing and country weel !" •' 

" Give me,*' sard Oldbuck, ** the sword 
«which my father wore in the year forty- 
five — it hath no belt or baldrick-^-but 
we'Hmake shiff/' 

So saying, he thrust the weapon through 
the cover of his breeches pocket. At this 
moment Hector entered, who had been to 
a neighbouring height to ascertain whe- 
ther the alarm was actual* 
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" Where arc your arms, nephew ?*' ex- 
tjlaimcdOIdbuck—" where is your doubled 
"barrelled gun that was never out of your 
hand when there was no occasion for such 
vanities ?" 

" Pooh ! pooh ! sir,'* said Hector, " who 
ever took a fowling*piece on action? — I 
have got my uniform on, ybu see — ^I hope 
I will be of more use if they will give me 
a command, than I could be with ten 
double barrels. — And you, sir, must get to 
Fairport, to give directions for the quar- 
tering and maintaining the men and horseS| 
and preventing confusion.** 

" You are right, Hector,— I believe I 
shall do as much with my head as my hand 
too — But here comes Sir Arthur Wardour, 
who, between ourselves, is not fit to ac- 
complish much either one way or other.'* 

Sir Arthur was probably of a different 
opinion ; for, dressed in his lieutenancy 
uniform, he was also on the road* to Fair- 
port, and called in his way to retake Mr 
OldbucH with him, haying had his origi- 

5 
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toal opioioii of his sagacity much confirm- 
ed by late; events. And i^i; spite of all the 
ci>tf e^Ues of the. won^qkind that the An^ 
tiqpjiry would stay to garrison Monkbarnr^ 
Mr Oldbuck, with his nephewi instantl/ 
accepted Sir >lrthvr'8 offer. 

ThoK who, have witnessed such a spene 
can alone qoriceive the state of bustle in 
i^airpprt. ,Thq wjpdows. Wfr^ glancing 
with a:l)undred.light8» :w)>ichj appearing 
and dtsappesiring rapidly, indicated the 
confusion within doors* The women of 
lower rank ass^.bled and clamoured in 
the streets* The yeomanry,, pouring from 
{heir different glens, gallopped. through 
th^ streets/ some, individually^ some in 
parties qf five or six aat they had met on 
ib.e croad» 11)e; drums and fifes of the vo- 
lunteers beating to. arms, were blended 
with the yoice of. the oififser?. the sound 
of the bugles^ anc} (h^ tolling of the bells 
froi|i the steeple^ . The ships in the h«r<p 
bpur wve lit up, and boats from the arm. 
ed y^ssels^ftd^f} to the bMstle> by landii^ 
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men and guns, destined. to assist in the 
dtefence of the place. This, part of the 
pi%parattons was superintended by TafFril 
with much activity* Two or three light 
vessels had already slipped their cables 
and stood out to sea, in order to discover 
the supposed enemy; . 
'f Such was the scene of general confusion^ 
when Sir Arthur Wardour, Oldbuck, and 
Hector made their way with difficulty in- 
to the principal square, where the town* 
house is situated. It was lighted up, and 
the magistracy, with some of the: neigh- 
bouring gentlemen^ were assembled. And 
here,* as upon: other occasions of the like 
kind in Scotland, it was remarkable how. 
the good sense and firmness of the people 
supplied almost all the deficiencies of. in-', 
experience. The magistrates were; beset 
by the quarter-masters of the different: 
corps for billets for their men and horses. 
- " liet us," said Baillie Littlejohn, " take 
the horses into our warehouses, and the 
men into our parlours, — share pur supper t 
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with tte mxe, mnd ma fojage wi^ the 
ctben Wc have masde ourselves wealtliy 
under a free and ^ternal govern«$eat» 
and now is ti» time to shew we know iis 
vaiiue*" 

A loud and cbeerful acquiescence was 
given by all present, and tiie sufastaooe of 
the weaitfay^ with the poMons of those of 
all '^a]iiks» were uDaainvottsly devoted to 
the defenoe of the country* 

Ci^taiii M^Iutyre acted uf on this oeca- 
siott a^ military adviser and aid^de^camp to 
the principal magistrate, and displayed a 
degree of presence of mind, ami know«* 
kdge of his pit^ession, totally wneocpect*- 
ed hy his uncle, who, veooUeetiag his 
wual inioaciimse lassd impetuonty, gazed 
at hitti with astoniahme&t froia thne «o 
Ijase, as he resiarl^d the calm and steady 
laaatvar in whidi he explained the variom 
meaaures of precaution that bis experienee 
s^iggested, and gave directiosisisrieaciecu-. 
King them. -He found thedifibrent coiys in 
good mrder^ amsid^nng the irreg;uiar q»' 



d by Google 



teriftli of tn^hich th^y were composed, ia 
great foice^ oi miinbcf s, anil high con& 
deitce and spirits. And m> much did n»tli- 
tary experience at that moment overba- 
lance all other claims to eonsequencev that 
«ven old Edie, instead of being left^ like 
Drogenes at Sinope^ to roll his tub when 
ail around were preparing for defence, had 
thatt^ttty assigned him of superintending 
the serving out of ammunitioai which Uc 
exactited with mocfa discretion. 

Two tbinga were still anxiously expect* 
ed**— the pvesenee of the Glenailan valn&-. 
teen, who, in consideration of the import- 
ance of that lismily) had been formed into 
a separate ecH'pS)-*and the arrival of the 
officer beftn« announced, to whom the 
measures of deleoce on that coast bad been 
conunitted by the commander-in-chief, and 
whose commission would entitle him to 
ta^e upon himself the fall disposal of the 
military force. 

At length the bugks of the Glenailan 
yemnaqry were heard, and the Earl him* 
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self, to the surprise of all who knefr hiB 
habits and state of health, appeared at 
their head in uniform. Thfiy formed a 
very handsome and wel^mounted squa- 
dron, formed entirely out: of the Earl's 
lowland tenants, and were followed by a 
regiment of five hundred men, completely 
equipped with the Highland dressi whom 
he had brought down from the ufil^nd 
glens, with their pipes playing in the van« 
The clean and serviceable appearance of 
this baud of feudal dependants called forth 
the admiration of Captain M^Intyre ; hut 
Jbis uncle was still more struck by the man- 
ner in which, upon this crisis, the ancient 
military spirit of his house seemed to ani* 
mate and invigorate the decayed frame of 
the Earl, their leader^ He claimisd, and 
obtained for himself and his foUpweis, the 
post most likely to be that of dangei*, dis- 
played great aUcrity in making the nec^- 
sary dispositions, and shewc^d equal acute* 
ness in discussing their pfopriety- Morn- 
ing broke in upon thfiTOilitary councils of 
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Fairport, while all coneeraed were still ea- 
gerljT engaged in taking precautions for 
their defence. 

At length a cry among the people an* 
nounced, " There's the brave Major Ne* 
villc G0fne at last, with another officer ;*'• 
and their post-chaise and foiir drove into 
the square^ ainidst the huzzas of the vo^ 
hiiiteers and inhabitants. The.magis- 
trateSy with their assessors of the lieute- 
nancy, hastened to the door of their town- 
honse to receive him ; but what was the 
surprise of all present, but most especially 
that of the Antiquary; when* they became 
aware, that the hand^some uniform and mi- 
litary eap disclosed the person and^ features 
of the pacific Lovet! A warm embrace, and 
a hearty shake of the hand, were necessa- 
ry to assure him that his eyes were doing 
hiw justice. Sir Arthur was nb less sur- 
prised to reeognise his son, Captain War- 
donr, in LoveFs, or rather Major Neville's 
company. The first wottl« of the young 
officers were a positive assurance to all 
P 2 
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presenti that the courage and zeal whicb 
they had displayed were entirely thrown 
away, unless in so far as they afforded aa 
acceptable proof of their spirit and prooip- 
titude. 

. '* The watchman at Halket-head," said 
Major Neville, " as we discovered by an 
investigation which w« made in our route 
hither, was most naturally misled by:abon-« 
fire which some idle people had made on 
the hill above Glenwithershins, just in the 
line of the beacon ^yith which his corre- 
sponded.". 

Oldbuck gave a conscious look to Sir 
Arthur, who returned it with one equally 
sheepish, and a shrug of the shouldersi 

" It must have been the machinery 
which we condemned to the flames in our 
Wrath/' said the Antiquary, plucking up 
heart, though not a little ashamed of ha- 
ving been the cause of so much disturb- 
ance—" the devil take Dousterswivel with 
all my heart !~I think he has bequeathed 
t)i3 a legacy of blunders axid misqbiefi as if 
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he had lighted same train of fireMrorks at 
his departure— I wonder what cracker will 
go off next among our shins. — But yonder 
conges, the prudent Caxon.r^Hold up your 
head, you ass—your betters must bear the 
blame for you — And here, take this what- 
d*ye-call-it*'— (giving him his sword)—" I 
wonder what I would have said jesterday 
to any man, that would have told me I was 
to stick such an appendage to my tail/' 
. Here he found his arm gently pressed 
by Lord Glenallan, who dragged him into 
a separate apartment. '' For God's sake, 
who is that young gentleman who is so 
strikingly like" 

" I-ike the unfortunate Eveline,'* inter- 
rupted Oldbuck. " I felt my heart warm 
to him from the first) and your Lordship 
has suggested the very cause." 

" But who— who is he ?" continued Lord 
Glenallan, holding the Antiquary with a 
cx>nvulsive grasp» 

" Former]j^ J would have called him 
8 
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Lovel, Imt nov he tutus out ta be Mtjer 
Nerille." 

*' Whom my brother terooght up^ ss \m 
natural son— whom hema<Jehfe.hei^-Qm- 
cious Heaven ! the ehiM of my Evefiwe-P' 

« Hold; my Lord-hold P said Otdbucfti 
" do not give^ too hasty way far such a piB^ 
sumption^whafr probafettity* is thcre?^ 

** Probability? nonef There » cectmn^ 
ty ! absolute certainty. The af^ent I men** 
tioned to you wrote me the whole stoiy— 
I received it yesterday, not 8o6ner~Briiig 
Irim, for God's sake, that a father^s^^ eyes 
may bless him before he departs/^ 

^* I will ; but, for yx)ur own* aahe and 
his, give him a few minutes for prepara- 
tion.** 

And, determined to make siSil farther 
investigation before yielding^, hifr entire 
conviction to so strange a tale, he sought 
dut Major Neville, end fonxrd him expe» 
diting the necessary measures for cfispcTi- 
sing the force which baii been assembled* 
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"Pray, Major Neville, leave this busi- 
ness for a moment to Captain Wardour 
and to Hector,- with whom, I hope, you 
are thoroughly reconciled, (Neville laugh- 
ed, and shook hands with Hector acrqs 
the table,) and grant me a moment's audi« 
«nce.'' 

" You have a claim on me, Mr Old-r 
buck, were my business more urgent," 
said Neville, " for having passed myself 
jupon you under a false name, and reward- 
ed your hospitality by injuring your ne* 
phew." 

; ** You served him as he deserved"— said 
Old buck ; " though, by the way, he shew* 
ed as much good sense as spirit to-day -r 
JBgad, if he would rub up his learning and 
read Cassar and Polybius, and the Strata^ 
gemata Polyani^ I think he would rise in 
the army, and I will certainly lend him a 
lift.*' 

" He is heartily deserving of it," said 
Neville j " and I am glad you excuse me> 
which you mfty do the more frankly, when 
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you know that I am S0 unfortunMe as to 
hare no better righ^t to the name of Nc^ 
villc, by which I have been generatty dis^ 
tinguished, than to that of Lorel, under 
which you knew me," 

" Indeed ! then, I tru$t, we shall find 
out one for you to which you shall hait« 
a firm and legal title*"*- 

" Sir ! I trust you do not think the 

misfortune of my birth a fit subject*'^"^ 

- " By no meanss young man,** answefed 
the Antiquary) interrupting Win,-^** I be* 
lieve I know more of your birth than you 
do yourself^and, taconvince you ef it, you 
were educated and known as a nartural soa 
of GeraMin Neville of Nevitte Vburg^» in 
Yorkshire, aud> I presume^ as^ his deffCioed 
beirr** 

'• Pardon me^no such* viewt were held 
out to me ; I was liberally educated^ and 
pushed forward in the army by moai^F 
and interest ; but I believe fny suppose4 
father long entertained some ideaa of mar^ 
riage, thbugb^he ^never carried them in te 
effect" 
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^* You lay your suppoied j&ither ?— What 
leads yott to suppose Mr Greraldin Neville 
was not your real father ?'' 

'' I knt^Wy Mr Oldbuck^ that you would 
not ask these questtoas on a point of such 
delicacy for the gratification of idle curio- 
sity. I v4H, therelbrei tell you candidly, 
that last year» while we occupied a small 
tjDWn in French^FlanderQ, I found in a 
convent, near which I was quartered, a 
womto who spoke remarkably good £i^g- 
liafa^She was a Spaniard-^her name Te« 
resa D*Acunha. In the process of our ac* 
quaintance, sbe discovered who I was, and 
made herself known to me as the person 
wfao bs^ charge of my infancy* She drop- 
ped naore than one hint of rank to which 
Iwas entitle^ and, of injus^ioe done to me, 
promising a more lull disclosure in case of 
t^ death of a lady in Scotland, during 
whose lifetime sbe 'was determined to keep 
tla^e secret. 3he also intimated that Mr Ge^ 
taldm Neville was not my father. We wiere 
attacked by the enemy and driven from the 
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town, which was pillaged with savage fe- 
rocity by the republicans. The religions 
orders were the particular objects of their 
hate and cruelty. The convent was burn- 
ed, and several nuns perished, among 
others Teresa — and with her all chance of 
knowing the story of my birth— tragic by 
all accounts it must have been." 

*• Raro antecedentem scelestuniy or, as I 
may here say, sctkstam^^ said^Oldbuck, 
" deseruit piena—even Epicureans admits 
ted that —-and what did you do upon 
this?'* 

" I remonstrated with Mr Neville by 
letter, and to no purpose— I then obtained 
leave of absence, and threw myself at his 
feet, conjuring him to complete the dis* 
closure which Teresa had begun. He re- 
fused, and, on my importunity, indignant* 
ly upbraided me with the favours he had 
already conferred ; I thought he abused 
the power of a benefactor, as he was com*' 
pelled to admit he had no title to that of 
a father, and we parted in mutual dis^ 
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ple^wre^r.I fjeaaiinceid thc.^amiB.of Ne- 
ville^and: assnaiied thatp under, which 70U 
kn»» mck-rrlt.^a^ at ithis. tlme^ when.re- 
siding with a friend in the. north, of. JEng^ 
land who favoured -my cfisguise, that I he- 
came acquainted with Miss Wardour, and 
wa9iTomantic (enoiughitQibllaw her to Scot- 
land:* : My miod watered, on i;:arious. pilaos 
of life^ >whed» J re&Qlr^d ,tQ apply once moire 
to Mr N($YiUe ifori aa explamatiou of.the 
mystery :o€ cny ^irth. .. It was ,bng ere I 
receiv:ed aa^i^uswer ;. you viras pr^ssentwhen 
it waa.put. iut;o my hai^ds. He informed 
meiof his bad static pf healthi and conjured 
me, for my own ^aKe^ to enquire no far- 
ther into the nature of his connection. with 
.mQ hut i to rest satisfied .with his decla- 
ring/itip;be such and. ao4ntimate^ that he 
designed to constitute me;his^hejn When 
I waa, ^Tftpumg' to , leaVterFairpof t to .join 
him, a seco^du e3ipresa brought me word 
that Ae,w«i«o mwA The,>possession of 
groft t. mt»\ik ^W^s unable, i tof suppress the 
remorseful feelings with which I now re* 
vou III. d 
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garded my conduct to my benefactor, and 
some hints in his letter appearing to inti- 
mate that there was on my birth a deeper 
stain than that of ordinary illegitimacy, I 
remembered certain prejudices of Sir Ar- 
thur." 

" And you brooded over these melan- 
choly ideas until you were ill, instead of 
coming to me for advice, and telling me 
the whole story?*' said Oldbuck. 

" Exactly ; then came my quarrel with 
Captain M*Intyre, and my compelled de- 
parture from Fairport and its vicinity." 

" From love and from poetry — Miss 
Wardour and the Caledoniad." 

"Most true/' 

" And since that time you have been 
occupied, I suppose, with plans for Sir 
Arthur's relief?" 

>' Yes, sir ; with the assistance of Gap- 
tain Wardour at Edinburgh." 

"And Edie Ochiltree her^— you see I 
know the whole story. But how came you 
by this treasure ?" 
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** It was a quantity of plate which had 
belonged to my uncle» and was left in the 
custody of a person at Fairport. Sometime 
before his death he had sent orders that 
it should be melted down. He perhaps 
did not wish me to see the Glenallan arms 
upon it.** 

" Well, Major Neville, or— let me say — , 
Lovel, being the name in which I rather 
delight^ yo}i must, I believe, exchange 
both of your aliases for the stile and title of 
the honourable William Geraldin, common- 
ly called Lord Geraldin/* 

The Antiquary then went through the 
strange and melancholy circumstances 
concerning his mother's death. 

" I have no doubt," he said, *' that your 
uncle wished the report to be believed, 
that the child of this unhappy marriage 
was no more — perhaps he might himself 
have an eye to the inheritance of his bro- 
ther—he was then a gay wild young man 
—But of all intentions against your per- 
son, however much the evil conscience 

6 
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of Elspeth flli^ht^teadjley(|;o%uspeet him 
frdin the^^gitetiott iti which- he irpfie^md, 
Teresayt8tary> itndiy OUT -«fwi>^fulljr acquit 
biixi. - An^ iio^i ^my dear eiPy let me ha^ 
the fideafmre of introdacksg ar son to'a fk- 
thM,^. 

We will not attempt to describe ^such 
a meeting. • The-proofe dn«;aU sfide^ Were 
found to be: eomptete^ for Mr Neville had 
left a distinotacoount of the- whole trams- 
action with' his >eonfiden^tiat steward" in a 
sealed packet/ which Was not to be> open- 
ed until the death of th« ^IdX^oiintess; 
his motive ^forjpreseivingwprtscjr so long 
appearing: to) have* been: an apprehensioai 
of the effect which the^disoovery/fraiigbt 
withtso much^ disgrace^cmttst oiecessarily 
produce upoa heff;haughty andv violent 
tem-per; 4 

In. the eventng. of ci that-day:/- the ycD- 
tnanty and voianteers 'of^ Glenailan dr;»k 
prosperity to *heir youn^ masterr -- la a 
month after wards,?LordrGeraldin was ^naT* 
ried^toi Mi*5 Wardt)U(r,. ithe Antiquary: ma- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THJE AIJMQUARY. 35S 

king;; the. lad jc a proset>t of . the >;We(Uing 
ring, amassy ciicleiofsanti^tte g^m^g^ 
bearing, the jnQttor/o£)Aldobran4 .Oi^en* 
bftck^. Kvnat'tniefifigunst. 
' ' Old Edic//thc moatimportaiifem^Oitbat 
ever iroEe a bltici gown^>bawla?ai%^a5y:jeasily 
from :ono;fBifiniI*i3 ihonse tQ^ianotber^r^and 
boasts Jthat he/ it«yer ^ivels >ianlc35. on a 
uumyiday. Iiat<feerljritJniked,:h3e;Jfta# given 
aome* hymfikoai^ oft becemiiig j»taitionary>> 
being fjre^uentljt^ftiundvin the corner^ of 
a:89ugi cofttagenbi^twe^Hr IVfejil&baf n^ and 
KAQGkmnnDcki.^tQ iwhicb .Cai^on retreat*^ 
^d upon bia.daugbter*«4na6iri»gQ^^ in order 
to. be in the ifiotghbofnohaod of;',th^ three 
parocbiaLwi^^wbkb'JwQOiitl^u^^^ to kieep 
in ijepair^ a tbovghnoq^Iy ,ifoii>-aiiiiiu^ment« 
£die has been heard to say, ^' This is a gay 
beaa place,: ;a^d it'is# Qoq9fpH)t)c^hae «]c a 
corner totsift ia. 'w K baid'^ay." 
c It b thoiightp aa:hg{ grows: stifferiin the 
joints^ he: wBLfinally settle th^re^ 
«.;:The bounty of isuch wealthy patrons as 
Ld):^ and Lady ijQ^aMin flo^wed c^pjoqsl^ 
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upon Mrs Hadoway and upon the Muckle- 
backets. By the former it was well em- 
ployed, by the latter wasted. They con- 
tinue, however, toreceivcit, butundeirthe 
administration of Edie Ochiltree ; ind they 
do not accept it without grumbling at the 
channel through which it is xjohveyed* ^ 

Hector is rising rapidly m: the 9fmy, 
and has been more than once mentioned 
in the Gazette, and rises proportionally 
high in his uncle's favaur.. And, what 
scarcely pleases the young soldier ;4esfli he 
has also shot two seals, and thus.^put an 
end to the Antiquary's perpetual Vaeping 
upon the story of the Phoca. People talk 
of a marriage between Mifs M^£ntyreJind 
Captain Wardour, but this wants confirma- 
tion. 

The Antiquary is a frequent visitor at 
Knockwinnock and Glenallan-house^ os-. 
tensibly for the sake of completing two 
essays, one on the mail-shirt of the Great 
Earl, and the other on the^ left-hand 
gauntlet of HelWn-Harness.' He f?Bgular- 
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ly enquires whether Lord Geraldin has 
commenced the Caledoniad, and shakes 
his head at the answers he receives. sEn 
attendant^ however, he has completed his 
notes, which, we believe, will be at the 
service of any one who chuses to make 
them public, without risk or expence to 
The Antiquary. 
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FFhe following iB1oSlfiar3r»,it.ialioped, will bgi^ibupd Jto.CMitarqaUr 
or very nearly all, the Spottisb words requi^ring explanation in^ 
the Novel's t5f Waverle^, Goy Mankiering/and'the Antiquary, 
^tmiist be^iitaiis^ •h^v^ver, thaft the espkOnaliilne kwiflia- 
warded, are not in*cMded io embroM aUi tk^ i«riQM> a^dsesr in 
which, the.wprdB^ «lefm«4' vf^y ^ madfiKaifioi ;* hut to convey 
that 8ense» or^hose senses, only, in which they are used iri those- 
three works'. For example; the word Canny, according to 
Dr Jamieson,'is nsed in^ho^fe#er than eigA^^0#difierent*8ens^ t 

^ but, in^tiieaMlowkig GkM8al|r, weimae^iyjc a9«i«b(i»Kt(^4£/oi^r 
of these i^fef^^bjBiraMfe it is in these four only,..that^ thetJVVOKi 
is used intho wor]is m ^estion. 

There are many Scottish words which we conceive to require no 

'■ explanation ; because^hty differ frota the corres{^diOg Efag- 
lish wordA^ntrely 'in* the spellingi ThRSi^ sucb voids. |is xtin^ 
nane, ^\ 4^e. are eiMiiN}Otisin their meaning, th^.J4.app.eared' 
aItQgethQri1.nnec«s8ary.to«xp]ain them by the words own,,npner 
ally &c. Bat all those words, the meaning of w|iich is difficiilt» 
and is not rendered clear' by the context^. V^ believe will be- 
foufeidiii^hiff Glossary.} 



.-.A. 
J^bendHi^ Aftevwlirds. ' 
Jiblim. Peskaps,. 
Aits* Oats. 
Anents. v&esp^cattng^ 
Auld-voarldk jOU^Uonedi 
aoti^ue^ 



Afjoheen. AfiQlkatroD^aiintt^ 
ber o(a Aaptivhtea boim jr 

jAmiotuhLwsAilins. 
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B. 

Bqf. N. S. Shot. 

Bagganet* Bayonet. 

Baimi. Children. 

BaUant. Ballad. 

Ban. Curse, swear. 

BiLnnoch fluke. The name 
generally given to what is 
said to be the genuine tur* 
hot. What is usually so 
termed is halibut. 

Barken. Encrust* 

Barns-breaking. Idkfvolic* 

Barm. Yeast. 

Barroto tram. The limb of 
a hand-barrow. Jocular- 
ly applied to a raw-boned 
clergyman. 

Baudrons. ' A cat. 

Btmhee. Halfpenny. 

Bean. Comfortable, snug. 

Bedral. Beadle. 

Bee in the head. Slightly 
deranged; crack-brained. 

Befiumm^d. Palavered. 

Begmk. Trick* 

Belive. Immediately. 

Ben. The inner apartment 
of a house containing only 
two. ♦fTpbringfarben,**: 



proverbially signifies to 
pay attention greater thaa 
is expected to any one. 

BiMted. Beset, overwhelm- 
ed. 

Biddin. Waited. 

Bide. Remain, reside. 

Bields. Huts, rude shelter of 
any kind. 

Biddy, Snug, warm. 

Bigging. Building, 

Biggit. -Built. 

Bifik. The wooden shelves 
in a kitchen where the 
plates are arranged, 

Birling. Drinking; plying 
one with drink. 

Btrlieman. The petty of- 
ficer of a burgh of baro- 

Birse. Bristles. Set up bis 
birse, set up his bristles. 

Bit. A diminutive. As, the 
bit bum, the small rivulet. 

Bit. Spot. Blithe bit, de- . 
lightful spot* . 

Bittock. Little bit. 

Black-nebs. Democrats. Fac- 
tious revilers. ' 

Bkfte. BashfuL 
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Blearing f^bur e'e* Flatter- 
ing 7pu ;'or ratheri blind- 
ing you by flattery. 
Blink. ' N. S. Glimmer. 

Wink. 
Bode. Offer. 

Bodle. A copper coin of the 
value of the third part of 
an English penny. 
Bogles. Hobgoblins.; 
B^ot^to the boot qf that. 
Into the bargain^ in addi* 
tion. 
Bole. Cottage-window. 
Bonny-dies. Trinkets. 
Bonnie xnattMes. Toys^ti^in- 

kets. 
Bountith. The bounty gi- 
ven in addition to servants 
wages. 
Boul 0* a pint'Stoup. The 
handle of a Scotch pint. 
To ** come to the hand 
like the boul o' a pint* 
Btoup," is a proverbial 
phrase^ indicating any 
thing that. takes place as 
easily and agreeably as the 
handle of a drinking- ves- 



sel comes to the hand of a 
tippler. 

Bourd. A jeer. 

Bouroch An inclosure. Ap- 
plied to the little housea 
that children build for 

play- 

Boufiree-bmh. Elder-bush. 

Bffwk. Bulk. 

Bonos. Bolls. 

Brandered. Broiled on the 
gridiron. 

Bram. Braveriesi finery. 

Brent'bro^. Smooth| open 
forehead. 

Brock. Badger. 

Bruckle. Brittle. 

Bruick. Enjoy. 

Btdrdly. Strongi athletic. 

Busking, Dressing. 

Buttock-maiT. The fine im- 
posed upon fornicators, in 
lieu of sitting upon the 
stool of repentance. 



Ca' the c&ws oid o' a kail* 
yard. He has nae the 
sense to ca' the cows out 
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proverb, signifying^ that 
degreeofitfcapackT^llkfa 
Tinfits it' tain fofthfr ea^ 
tie^oflkth dl^ life. 

Cd'throK* Diilflrtwtnce;* - 

Callani^ Stripling. 

Caller: ' *Tltift Is-onf ttf ^he 
Scotch wordJ* which % it^ 
hardly possible fully to 
ex|>lafti^The De9rrKr£ng- 
liflh synooym is'Coot, re- 
lrfe6hing'.'''*Sdleraa wlui!-- 
bhdtfylMan^asiiElrbhid^w- . 
ly cool aa possible. 

Canuiear^M '7itmiard/*peN^ 
verse, ui^fflanagiable. ^ 

Connie. Caudles. 

Ccamy;.'^^ Odbd-buriMrtbed. 
Safe. Thttt-^WDrrtl^-For^* 
*trinate,-ufled in arwperstii^' 

/ tiotis sens^' fhthis'senBe 
irirofteh ftsedtiegatively, 
as, She*ftno-cani/f,13heis 
something unlucky, un- 
hidlowed. 

Cmtrap. ^^MWJgfftattt ttcfc * 

Carfe. Oldittian. 

emi%ne\^KM^cmsu • 



claiiBftion» 
e»fe£« Fellow. 
ChucUei. You9g cHdEeAi. 
Oan^eml. A^tfb^ke. >^ 
Oat^'ini/rayT^Moh. ^'^^fli^ 

tail 

C&h%Ak StiktcBiMYMIeiilly^ 
CStfibersJ tH!<tte»'go»8ip. — 
^Clecking'timeh Bfcedu^ 

time. 
aippif^^fuet HkkkMim^ 

lence. 
Caatt>(?^^The ^weB iiiyYi O j^ 

"^diicedby^Hbiow.- -^^- 
Clouted, Repaired. ' 
€bife. HHiihgMtNtoK "^^ 
6v:^dd2£''^TIie'lUrftMBh.. 
(X^'Mngies. ^--Qaarrds, 

'-tlots; 

C&rtfeT^ *avcn. . 
C(^.. '©W!twir% — *« 

" vUUpkf j ' UicMo wOCMjNMr*. 
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thoe. Cave. 
Cnidb. . BteTir 

.ntion. 
Craig. Rock. Alto^ throat. 
Crtdg^muu 'OM>irhoia4eat^ 
tCTiWMiatfilhnbing4um<igtt 

tStftg^hmd§M Ardiabeom- 
:* posed, ofa.luidilocka '«ad 

<tetiiieaL 
CSMM^icoHigfalandJH^y* 
Oneei jBasket canndtMi 

the badu 
Gf$eihc «?OiBBaae. 
Crown o' ^A^ causenayj.T^p 

soEdieK^attiQiRaiUrTso ]petp . 

the crown of the cwmcj, 

odepmito^y. 
Cummer, Comrade. 

fftion. 
Ctisser. Qati¥itt» alaUioiie 
Cu//^-«/>oo7t. .-^t^fihort liMiu 
apoon. 

Dc 

some. 



OMt^hrami. • l.aalc«geimea 

«f itxptriag Mtuxt. 
Deave* Deafen* . 
Dedng^t^fiog. Mw^sAsia^ 
DemPitiinekie.wlm]^ oMu 

.tan. 
DeU g^.dito'eri JotkiWab^ 

ingf ^^•firecfiitlmg^went 

Demented. Doatiagy insane.. 
Devd. Very hard blow» . 
Udng. Ouetoome. 
Div. Do. 

Bailed. Stupid^ boating. _ 
Boi^edtt'.iSysitpd^ doaiing,^ - 
Dxmnert. Stupid* 
Dorlach. FortoUttteaUtiGait* 

Uc. 
JDoOamt'Bove. 

Dooi^ .-t^Boflieaot, 

•aKdtttd^.figrtainii 4tstanH^ 
adverb q£ anrAggramHingt 
nature. •sAa^JidoomaiideS'* 
peralif^4bigetheo:>4Mfe^ 
rate. 
Doup 0^ a ean^n Candleaf" 
cftdw 
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Doar. Hardy impenetrable.' 

Dcfoering* Riding or walk* 
ing half-asleept from the 
effects of liquor* 

Dtmtd, Was able to. 

Dcffnf* Dull, phlegmatic* 

Dcfone. Dull, melancholy. 

Dreeping. Dropping. 

Droghling coghUng* Whee- 
zing and blowing. 

Drudging'-box. Flour*box.. 



Eard. S. Earth. Eard. 
V. A. To inter. 

EUding. Fuel. 

Endlang. In uninterrupted 
succession. 

Efthlif. Easily. 

Evening, Comparing. To 
even oneself is to compare 
oneself; orrather, toj^re- 
mme to compare oneself. 

Sttfesi. Nearest. Contiguous. 

Evoking. Itbhing« 

Exies. Hysterics. 

Exeemed. Exempted.. 



F. 



Fae, Who. 



Fan. When. 

Fair-itrae death.^ Poithis 
the ordinary course of na- 
ture. 
Fashes. Troubles. 
Fashwus. TroublcBome. 
Fat. What. 

Fauf^d. Favoured. Wed- 
faur*d, Ill-laur'd. Well 
and ill-favoured* 
FeaMi/ke. Low rude stone- 
inclomirey covered with 
turf at the top. 
Feckless. Powerless, of little 

strength. 
Fecky maist feck: Greater 

part. 
Feel-hody. Fool-body. 
FeU. Strong, active, ex- 
pert. 
Fendy. Acute in provi(£ng. 
JP«w?. To defend. To keep 

out bad weather. 
Fickle* Puzzle. 
Fient a haet. Deuce a bit« 
Fiking. Troubling oneselfy 

or others. 
Fwe:flau^t. Flash of lighu 

ning.' 
Fissel^ Kast]^^ 
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Fite. White. 
Flaughtering, Light Bhining 

fitfuUy. 
Flemit* Frightened. 
Flesh andJeU, Carcase and 

wool. 
FJisHng. Whisking up and ^ 

down. 
Fliskmahoy* Jill-flirt. 
FlU:. Depart. 
Forbears. Forefathers. 
Forbye. Besides. ' 
Forfaim. Wholly exhaust-. 

ed by decay, or fatigue^ 
Foumart, Pole-cat. 
Fuff. PufF. 
Fushtffusht. Tush, tush. 

G. 

Caberlunzie, An itinerant 
mechanic, or tinker, who 
' carries a wallet^ so called. 
See Jamieson. Generally 
applied to any old mendi- 
cant.. 

Gae. Go. Gaed on. Went 
on. 

Gae^cfom* Drinkiag-bout. 

Gangrelpuir bodks. Poor 
pitiable vagrants* 



Gar. Compel, make. 

Gate. Way. As, His aia 
gate, His own way. 

Gai/. Pretty considerable. 
As, a gay clout, a pretty- 
considerable knock. 

Gear. Goods. Head-gear^ 
head-dress. 

Gecked. Jeered. 

Glamour. Magical delusion. 

Gkd. Hawk. 

Gleg. Active, vigilant. 

Gltff: Short time. Also a 
fright. 

GUffing. Very short space 
of time. 

Gloaming, Twilight." 

Glodoer. Gaze. 

Glunch. Gloomy. 

Goustie. Drear]is dismaL - 

Gavok. ' Silly fool. 

Grfpple. Greedy, . avarici- 
ous. 

Grit. Great. 

Gudesire.. Grandfather. 

Guffa. Loud burst of 
laughter. 

Gulli/. Large clasp-knife. 

Gyre-cariine* Ogress» 

Gif. Rope. 
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CryUt Ouun gfU. ' Going 
distradted; 

' H. • 
BaffUn. Ha!f.gro¥J^. Haffia 

callanr/hatf-grown boy/ 
iFfltVriWhole. ' 

HaUan. A mod -Wall, in 

cottageS} extending'irom ' 

tbc fore-^wall backi^ard, 

to shelter the inner part ' 

of the house from' the air 

dfthedt)or» 
JffaUenshaker* Sturdybeg- 
*gar. 
HofUle. Great many, or 

great- deal. 
Ifep, to hap.^ To 'cover • 

warmly* 
£ranii.''-Bhdn8; 
Harry. To-pftin^c!^ by ^e-^^ 

moving * every thing -^ the 

depredator can lay his 

hands on. 
Hat^stt "Harvest, 
ffoitt^.''" Throat. 
Havered. TalkedMiridiout 

method. j^ 

sieesiCm 'Lend hnrttt neesiez 

Lend him a li£u *Tiie 



word is u8ed-contemptU« 
'^sly. 
Jietticaie. Light«besided,. 

boisterom^'ittproper. 
Heugh^adL ifead' of ;the 

cliff or precipice. 
Hirple^ Vi A. To %alk 
. with the infirmity of "ag^ 
Hindr -Flock* 
Hoast. Cough* 
Horse^xntpel^ Horse^Bealei'*^ 
Houdie. Midwlfb. 
/Tott^y -^Dig. 
Hunf^dm^ean. - -Mledles^ 

noise, nhich to do* 

I. 
lU. Difficult. As/Illtofor- 

I0W9 difficult to follow. 
la^oHed. lU.sali^ed. 

*^plaee bearing l^ Bamef of 

itt'proprietort %8 Snock- 

winiiock of thdt^Ilk, is 

Knockwinnock of Kdock^ 

'winAock. 

nha. Every* 

Ingle. ° ?^^Fire. > ^lagle^d^ 
*-fire-side. 
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leatlji^«tpatk!iltyiag«iist 

all opposilioii*- 
Ivy'tod. Ivy biulu 
Jeeding. Judging. 
Jimp. BarelyiJi^clircely. 

i^uAi mni^oncxpcoted. 
Joe. Sweetheart. 
Jotoing. Rocldiig; 

Kame. Cvmb. 

Kdp^ e;8«aM»«ed. 
Kemping. Tkecact o£^itri«v 
^^nng; oft^tUie'liirv^tield.v 

Extended to*'attt«ing &r 

supaiorfty in nn^it^y/ 
Kmtple. Ameaiureof 8tni#A 
KiOogie* The space before 

the fire-placfc ofa kfln; 
KiU. 1^ A J liickAu^ S. 

:The short ^ietticoat jrcihi 

by a highkmder. 
iBm^galbws. Th«|pdfowiv 

at Crieff was sa^oalledt 
- but iwhyi:w&.iIuio«iisaot. 

Dr JamiaBoiini^vteUy ti- 



Ikflt . within mbject^- It 
ratooA/taiiiHrkhiiL' tKe- test 

twenty years, aadms jo« 
i>«idaiifisaid tab w^gmte d 

by the highlanders m- the 

place << wherebernainsQ&'s 
tfadief c and mother .died, 
'^nd^'Whenaishei^oped to 
*^dieiheisdl."LJt.atber8^ as 

they passed the .spot» 
vwioadAtBuckdiiAr boaaetf 
& indsafy <ACod.bleia her 

nainsell^ and theA il' (i«»i> a 

Kyapage. TosiftoiL 
ISfperh DU^mimmi 
Kisii'^iJSiktait. 
Kittle^: rBcHibtfiil. 
Knevdled. Beat-mdentty^ 
XfliMver^rKnoll. 



isaUhm hwi JFatflcb;^.thal 
^jsbe^diouUL 

Laighy how..YMattgfiiarq/ls$ 
Lo mdyiligiaiid ofciupcriol^ 
c qvality. 

Laml^impet* ^n A t:vaga- 
bond; tf ellon^who shtfti 
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' from place to place, as if 
the beadle'6 lash were at 
his back* 

Lapper-miik. Sour curdled 
milk. 

LatA. A mire. 

Lauch. Law. Every land 
has its ain laodi} that is, 
its particular lawi or cus- 
tom. 

Lanadng. TaTem-reckoniag. 

Z-ee. S. Lye. V. A. Tell a 
falsehood. 

Leg'bail* To give leg4>ail. 
To run oflf. ' 

Let ihajee stick P the u>a\ 
Proverbial. Letthatalone^ 
Say nothing about it. 

Lift* Sky. 

Likewake. The wateUng 
of a dead body previous to 
interinent. 

Limner. Jade. Applied 
familiarly rather than con- 
temptuously. 

lippen to. Trust to. 
' Lists. The salvage of a 
piece of woollen cloth. . 

Lith* Joint. 

Loaning. Lane. 



LovM. Tranquil) calm. 
Lounder. Thwack. 
Loup. Leap. 
Xottf. Flame. 
Loom. Implement. 
Luckie* N. S. Applied f 

an old woman» dame^ good 

woman. . 
Ltsnt. Blaze. 

M. 

Mailing. A farm. 

Matt abune the meek Ex- 
presses the state of slight in< 
toyicationV half-seas over. 

Mane. Moan. 

Mart* A cow salted up foF 
the winter. 

Marches. Boundaiies. 

MtuJe. V. A. To infuse 
tea. 

Mann*' Must. 

Meal^ri. Meal-chest. 

Mirk. Dark, Pit*mirky 
dark as pitch. 

Misguggled* Injudiciously 
treated. 

Morning. His momingt his 
matutinal'dram. 

Moi4h* Earth. Generally 
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«}>plied to ther earth that 
covers a coffin. Laid in 

•• the mouls, meansi laid in 
the grave, 

Muckle^: Much* 

\ ^ N. -•' ■ 

Napery. Table linen. 
Neb. Nose. * - 

Ne^er he IkJceL Nothmg 

whatever. . 
Neisii Next* 

-V. 

N<Po<ii/» Nephew, 

Niffer. Exchan^. . , 

^W-^JSlf' J'as^jdious. 'A 
phrase idf contempt. 

Mghi'COid. Night-cap. 

JVbft. Oxen. 

Nor. Than, 

O. 

Ch. Grand-child. 

Or. Before. 

Orra. Not appropriatedi 
not employed. An orra 
day, a day on which a per- 
son has no particular work. 

Out-taken* Excepting. ^ 

PmiSf his paihf A beating. 



Palmering. Tottering, in* 

firm. 
Parian. Crab. 
Paraffle. Ostentatious dis- 
play. 
Peenghg^ Querulous, weak. 
Penny-stone cast. A dis- 
tance not greater than a 
man may throw a quoit« 
Peer. Poor. 

Peery. Child's toy. A top.. 
Picks.. Pick-axes. 
Pictarme^ Tht great Xfxn^ 

or sea-swallow. 
Pirn. The reed pn which 

yam is wound. 
' Plainstanes, Pavement. 
Pliskie. Amischievous trick. 
Pock. Bag. 

Packmanky. Portmanteau* 
Poppling. PurHng, rippling. 
Pose. A secret hoavd of 

money. 
Pouthered. Powdered. 
Pouting. Shooting at young 

partridges.. 
Poxi). Head. 

Po^oxodie. Sheep -head 
broth 'f milk and meal 
bdiled together ; any mix* 
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' turj ofnncbngmous'Borts 

of food. 
Pi/mtering* ^Sroping. 
Ptenli^'V)nvkt. PreM buke^ 

printed book. 
PriggiS: EntreitedtartftstlT'. 
Propine. 'fmenU 
Put-on. -CSotbc A Wcel put- 

on» wdUdreised. 
Puiied a iianel^ Threw a 

heavy'itone." ••-Putting 

the itin^t'Hs «fr old Scot- 

tiih -gaiTOf d^ided by the 

farthest throw. 



Quarters^ Lodgtnge. 

R. 

Rampaugingr Raging and 
•tonningi; Prancinjg' about 
with fury. 

jRandk4ree. The long pole 
which 18 suspended -tjvei*- 
a cottage fire, ta'ban]gthe 
kettles, &c. upon. • Ap- 
plied, metapliorically, to 
any 'tall raW-bonih]: figure. 

itandif^' Airude^ drunken 
quean* 



Bath. ' <2^^^>*^^l7» 

Redding. Rescuing. 

Hedding'ttrake. -* A blow- 
received in consequence of 
needless ot^^ffieionv^sBtk^- 
ferenoe. 

Rehes. Slender branches of 
trees; or bushes. 

Reuted. Dried by the 4ieaj^ 
of 'the suni ^r^k chiame)^; 

Rritting^ Restive. 

RicMe. Aheap. . 

Rigpn^ housefiggin* -Itoof 
of the bouse. ^ 

Mnthtredtd^: Needyr^Jwuse^ 
less '^ragfants. 

Rotten:,* Rat, 

Roughies. A sort ef nide 
torch. Also heath. 

Routk. Plenty. 

Routing. 'Snorin j>^ bdloW4 
ing like a bull. 

RudasJ- Bold, masculine. 

Rugging and rimngf* Tear- 
ing'and scratnUing. 

mnd. The«ilvag^ Abroad 
cloth. 

S. 

Saekless. Harmless^ 

Sainl-'BUw. 
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S&rk^fuo* sairhffnsi* Lite- 
rally^ Bhirt>fall of sore 
bones. Metaphorically, a 
. sound beating* . 

Saugh. WiUowu 

Satd, Soul, mettle* 

Saulie. A hired moi^nieri;^ 

Scafi^ A cormorant. * 

Scqf'rqfi Rabbk. 

Scaithless. Uninjured, . 

Scauding.r Scaldldg.. 

Scaur. Object of ahrm« :. 

/ScflMr.; r Precipi<;e. \ 

Sconner. S. A shudder of 
disguai; ^ 

Scoupifigi\ Scampc^Bg« >. 

Screeds r.YroVic*^ 

SculL Fish-basket*^ : 

Seannackie*- Higl4|nd bard, 

SeO'mttih'y vSea>mew< 

Seer^. Sure. 

JSpnfle. 0.flowbirtlH^pp9- 
sed to gpfkHtf w^ch means 
of bpttera blood. 

Shand., BaseN^coin. Cant 
word, . 
,jSfi4Kk*i^ur»dm!0)a*.\ Take 
, yot|iBeU^4>ff»ri 

Shanks. Legs. 



Skankk ojffi Sent off >«ith* 
. out ceremony* 

Shearing* •. Reaping. 

ShealingSn Rude, cottages. 

ShilpiU, Cold, comfortless^ 
.unge9ial| insipid. 

ShrUgK- Shriek. 

Shod. Shovel. 

Shauthefv Shoulder.- Show 
the cauld shoutherf Ap« 
pe^. cold taai reserved* • 

SUA. V Related to. . 

JSiocan, Suc)i. ^ 

Sifler^' -Silwn . Also money 
in generaL .- 

^e$fy%'y Cunniag, skiUiiL 

Sln^L Shrill cry. ; 

Skitt* Banter, jeer, attempt 
atimposition» • ' 

Slack. Auope^ng between 
hiUs^. . 

Slaistering. Poiag any thing 
in an awkward and dirty 
way. I., ^spefcially^^pplifd 
to 4^bbliag 19 any tjung 
moist pr 4uuU«ous. -.^ 

iS&u^A-^(mn^.$lpod»lM'uud8 
SnedfBd.' Boked, locked. 

Sneck. Lock. 
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Sneeshin.' Snuff. 

Snell* Hardy serere, obdu- 
rate. Bitterly coidi ap- 
plied to weather. 

Sonsy. Jolly. 

Sopite* Pacify, put to rest. 
Old Scotch law phrase. 

Soman. One of the nume- 
rous classes of sturdy beg- 
gars- 

Sort* To arrangci manage. 

Sough. S. Hollow blasti 
whisper. V. A. To ut- 
ter with a hollow sound. 

Souther. Solder. 

S<rtioens» A kind of hasty- 
puddingy madeof the husks 
of oats. 

Spae. Augur. Spae-worky 
magical ceremonies. 

Spearings. Intelligence. 

SIpeeL Climb. 

Speir. Ask. 

Spleuchan. Tobacco pouch. 

Sprug. A sparrow. 

Sphres. Quarrels ending in 
fisty cuffs. 

S^zie. Havocky depreda- 
tion. 



Spunk of fire. A small fire* 

StaUe. That part of a 
marshy in whichy if a 
horse is foundered^ he is 
said to be stalled for Ike 
night. 

Staih. Steak. 

Stal'voart. Stout, vigorous. 

Stang. ' Staffy long pole^ 

Steek. Shut. 

Steer. Molest^ injure. 

Steery. Quandary. 

Steered* Stirred, put m mo- 
tion. 

Steever, More durable. 

Sting and ling. Vi et armis. 

StirkandStot. Young cows 
and oxen. 

Stir. Injurey molest. 

Stirks* Young cattle. 

Stour, Stemy strong. 

Stouth and routh. Plenty. 

StrieJe. Stretch. 

Sunkie. Low stool. 

Sunkets. Victuals. 

Stoaroit* Swooned. 

Swear* Rcfluctanty difficult. 

Sasither. Doubty hesitatiouy 
quandary. 
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T- 
TaiUie. Deed of entail. 
TaiioftDoo\ Lock of.wooL 
Tangle. Species of sea- weed, 
Tass» Glass. 

ThacL Thatch. Thackand 
rape, ^ thatch and rope. 
** As tight as thack and 
rape can make it,'' is a 
proTcrbial phraset signify- 
ing complete security. 
Thick. Intimate. 
Tkrapple. Throat, 
T%reeps. V. A. Threatens, 

insists. 
Threep. Superstition. An 
auld threep, an old super- 
stition. 
Through^stone. Tombstone. 
Tirlie-Xinrlie holes. Intricate 

holes* 
Tirling. Digging up. 
Tirled at the door -pin. 
Knocked smartly at the 
door. 
Tirrivies* What an English- 
man would call tantrums* 
Tod. Fox. . 
Toddling. Walking with 
fhort steps as children do. 



Toom. V.A. . To empty, 

S, Empty, 
Twded out. Ransacked. 
Tramped. Trod. 
Trig. Neat. 
Trindling. Trundling,*— 

Trindling*kist, trundling- 

chest. 
Trocking. Intercourse. 
TVotv. Believe. 
Tuiizie. Scuffle. 
Ttveel. Cloth. 
Tyfe. Dog. 

U 

Ugsome. Disgusting. 
Uli^e. Oil. 
Upsides. Even with. 

W. - 
fFad. Wager, bet. 
UmqtihUe. Late. 
Unco. Very, very great. As 

unco angry, very angry ; 

un«o interest, very great 

iaterest. Also strange. 

As an unco sight, « 

strange sight. 
fFqf. Mean, shabby. 
H^<Uc. V.A. Tochuser 
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Wdtifi. Choicw; 
WaUse. Saddle-tigB.* 

WampUkes. * Toeaea-^fraa- 
ticly. 

Wan-chancg^ UalnokT; ^ 

ITfl^fe. Acfife^'^strongji 
healthy. 

JTare, Etpend.' 

Warlock. Wt^x^ 

WdvJcen. Awake. • 

liTaur. Worsei - 

Waured. Wofstedj «m« 
quished. 

Wean. Child. 

ITtfar. Last, itndure« - 

Wear the jacket. Thii j^hFase 
alludes to a-^ustoiDi Bowy 
j we believe, obsolete, by 
which, on paying a certain 
fee, or otheiVays making 
interest with the^ hunts- 
nan of the Caledonhn- 
H uht, any ^- citizen^aspi* 
rant, whose ranked not 
entitle him to become a 
member of that -highly- •-- 
born- society, ~ might be- 
come entititedtb the field-^ - 
privileges of the'Hdnt,r 
and, am<Hig8t others, was 



tolerated to tMor thejach 

^oftbeofder* . 
Wwifdk Bestinj^. Tfaff treird 
. is dceefd^iiieaB jEDrtneis 

suffered, the destiny ia£il. 

filkdlx 
Wdxe. To guifc,.toicad, 

to diractii. 
Whigging^ Jogging^ 
WMigmmg^^ Ci^gpoailla* 

masoQf^yp >Whkui|^^ 
WMtre§t.y'W4$Mel. 
Whomled^ ' Ovevset^xtumed 

boClom i^MUost..' , 
Wihfard. Wild, atnmge, 
• unaGGoimUkh. 
Winsome^ ^-^ Ptetty,^ cfaemiul^ 

looking. 
Wittem^ The^baibatof a 

fish^spcav* ^ ^ 
Worrieconm. HoI^oUias. 
Wu$8. ;WMua 
IT^t^ Blame. V. 

Yqfflng. fiarkiag, yelping. 

FoA^ ^^ Supple, actifew\\ . 

Yam^Fai^gmsh A ery of 
encouragenoent^ or direc« 
tion^irom a sbepbcrd to 
hisdogfe'* 

Yestreen^ Last night. 
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